
SENATE....•No. 120.

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was committed
the bill for dividing the cities and large towns of the Common-
wealth into single representative districts, have considered the
same, and report that the Bill ought to pass.

For the Committee,

W. GRISWOLD, Chairman.

erommoiilucnltij of

In Senate, May 16, 1851.
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AN ACT
For dividing the Cities and Large Towns of the Common-

wealth into single Representative Districts.

BE it enacted by the Senate atid House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same

,
asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. Every city and town entitled by law to
2 send more than one representative to the General
3 Court, shall be divided into as many districts, for the
4 purpose of electing such representatives, as the num-
-5 her such town or city is entitled to send; said dis-
-6 tricts to include an equal number of inhabitants, as
7 nearly as conveniently may be.
1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the city council
2 of cities and the selectmen of the towns mentioned in
3 the preceding section, to forthwith establish said dis-
-4 tricts in manner before mentioned, which districts
o shall be designated by numbers from one upwards,
6 and to give notice by posting up a description of the
7 limits of said districts in at least three public places
8 in such towns and cities.

Commontoealtlj of iftassacljtisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.
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1 Sect. 3. The voters duly qualified in each district
2 shall be entitled to vote for and choose one represent-
-3 ative to represent such town from such district, and
4 no more.
1 Sect. 4. Said elections shall be in all respects
2 conducted in like manner as now provided by law,
3 except so far as may be herein provided.
1 Sect. 5. The selectmen of such towns shall pro-
-2 vide a complete list of persons, who reside in each of
3 said districts, qualified to vote in such elections,
4 which list shall be entitled of the number of such
5 district, and no person whose name shall not be borne
6 upon such list shall be entitled to vote for a repre-
-7 sentative of said city or town from said district.
1 Sect. 6. At all town meetings for the election of
2 more than one representative, said selectmen shall
3 cause to be provided ballot boxes numbered like said
4 lists for each of said districts, and each voter shall
5 deposit his vote in such box as shall bear the number
6 of the check list upon which his name shall appear,
7 for some eligible person to represent said town from
8 the district where said voter resides, and such persons
9 receiving the majority of the whole number of votes

10 so given in from each of said districts, shall be de-
ll dared elected representatives of such town, and be
12 certified as such.

1 Sect. 7. No person shall be eligible to represent
2 any town from any district other than that in which
3 he may reside at the date of his election; and all
4 votes given in for a person not eligible, shall not be
5 counted, but shall be sealed up and forwarded by the
G selectmen to the secretary of State, before the first
7 Wednesday of January next following any such elec-
-8 tion.
1 Sect. 8. The mayor and aldermen of every city so
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2 divided into districts, shall cause like lists and ballot
3 boxes to be furnished, as in case of towns, which lists
4 and boxes shall be provided to be used in the several
5 ward meetings of the wards, for the election of repre-
-6 sentatives of such city in which such districts may be
7 situated, in like manner as in case of towns: provided,

8 however, that if, in making more equal said districts
9 in any city, it shall be found necessary that any such

10 district shall contain parts of two or more wards,
11 then such lists and ballot box, so numbered as before
12 provided, shall be furnished in the ward meeting of
13 each of said wards, but such last mentioned lists shall
14 only bear the names of the voters of said district in
15 said ward so divided as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 9. In such elections by cities, all votes for
2 the representatives of such cities, from the several
3 districts, shall be received, sorted, counted, declared,
4 recorded and transmitted by the wardens, inspectors
5 and clerks of the several wards, in the same manner
6 as nowT is provided by law; and the eligible persons
7 receiving the majority of the votes of each of said
8 districts, shall be certified and returned by the mayor
9 and aldermen as the representatives of such cities

10 with the same effect as now provided by law.
1 Sect. 10. If the board of selectmen of any such
2 town, or the city council or mayor and aldermen of
.3 any such city, shall refuse or neglect to comply with
4 any of the requirements of this act, then each mem-
-5 her of such board of selectmen or city council, and
-6 the said mayor and each of the said aldermen, shall
7 be fined in a sum not less than two hundred dollars,
8 or more than one thousand dollars, for every such
9 neglect or refusal.
1 Sect. 11. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.


