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Report OfThe Joint Committee on Education. to whom was referred the
petition of sundry citizens of Boston, in behalf of “Phonet-
ics,” have considered the subject, and

At the hearing before the committee, on the afternoon of May
12, ISSI, the petitioners presented for examination, twelve chil-
dren, of from three to six years of age, who had learned to read
the common print fluently by six months’ teaching in the pho-
netic system. The children read first in Phonotypy, or the
printed Phonetic alphabet; next, in the usual or Roman print;
and lastly, in Phonography, or the written short hand. In the
analysis of the sounds of the English language, they showed an
ability far beyond the usual powers of children of that age, and
beyond what the committee have ever known in any children
of any age.

The distinctness of utterance was another remarkable feature
in the examination. Every syllable was uttered with a clear-
ness and precision, that indicated with what unerring certainty
the characters that they had learnt designated the sounds of the
language. Those sounds arc represented in the phonotypic al-
phabet by forty letters, namely, twenty-four consonants, twelve
vowels, and four diphthongs. Values are given to these letters
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so much in harmony with our present orthography, as to make
Phonotypy resemble strongly the printed Roman page; so that
an individual who has become familiar with one, can, with
slight additional labor, read the other.

So far as the committee are aware, the enunciation of the
children has never been equalled by persons of their age. To
establish a uniform system of enunciation has long been a de-
sideratum in our common school education. By means of the
phonetic system, this can now be secured.

The children read many sentences furnished by the commit-
tee and others, and written in phonographic short-hand upon a
black-board. When the difficulty of teaching children older
than these to read our common writing is considered, together
with the ease and accuracy with which Phonography may be
written and read, the great value attending the study and ac-
quisition of this art will be appreciated.

The advantages to be derived from the introduction of the
phonetic system into our common school instruction will be very
important. There was evidence tending to show,

1. That it will enable the pupil to learn to read, phonetically ,

in one tenth of the time ordinarily employed.
2. That it will enable the learner to read the common type in

one fourth of the time necessary according to the usual mode
of instruction.

3. That the. truth add accuracy of the system will induce
millions to teach themselves to read who are now ignorant.

4. That its acquisition leads thepupil to the correct pronunci-
ation of every word.

5. That its certainty teaches a distinct enunciation, which
will not be lost when the pupil comes to read from the Roman
text.

6. That its adoption, merely as a means of learning to read
our common print, will tend to banish provincialisms.

7. That, by directing attention to the different methods of
representing sound, the pupils will, in the end, become better
orthographists than by the present method.

8. That it will have a tendency to make many derivations,
which have now been almost lost, familiar to the eye.

9. That it will be of vast benefit in enabling an individual
rapidly to preserve his own thoughts and those of others.
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10. That, to any one familiar with the system, it will furnish
a means of representing the pronunciation of foreign languages
with precision.

11. That it will present to the missionary a superior alphabet
for the representation of hitherto unwritten languages.

12. That our own language may, by means of it, be subject-
ed to a few simple rules of accent; a thing which has hitherto
been almost unattainable.

The committee, therefore, deem the subject of sufficient im-
portance to be worthy the attention of school committees, and
of those who have charge of common school instruction.

All which is respectfully submitted.

EDWARD L. KEYES, Chairman
WILLIAM HYDE,
JAMES W. WARD,
FRANCIS COGGSWELL.

Though not present at the exhibition mentioned above, I can
cheerfully say, that the system of Phonetics, as exhibited by Dr.
Stone, has in it much to awaken interest in all who are con-
cerned either in learning or in teaching language; and as such
is recommended to the. examination of all who wish to become
acquainted with a philosophic or a practical use of characters
for expressing sounds.

W. C. FOWLER.




