
SENATE....I\o..No. 8.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The undersigned, a Board of Commissioners appointed by his
Excellency the Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Council, to superintend the Enlargement of the State House,
under the provisions of the Act approved April 27th, 1853,
relating to said enlargement, respectfully submit the following

11EPOR T:

The subject of alterations and additions, as well as an entire
new building, having been repeatedly referred to several com-
mittees of past legislatures, that of the year 1852, by an Act
approved May 20th, appointed a committee to procure plans
and estimates for a fire-proof building to be erected in the rear
of the State House, and to report to the next legislature in the
early part of the session. This committee, in an elaborate re-
port, recommended three plans for an enlargement of the State
House. In preparing their report they explained in detail their
embarrassment on account of the indefinite character of the
instructions of the Resolve under which they acted. The papers
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referred to this committee contemplated an inquiry into the
expediency of erecting a fire-proof building in the rear of the
State House, for the safe-keeping and preservation of the State
Library and other valuable State documents, and also for the
further accommodation of the several departments; the then
existing arrangements of the building being entirely inadequate
for the purposes required.

The committee of the year 1851 having been instructed to
report upon the like changes in the State House, considered the
subject also in detail, and after observing “ that an edifice com-
manding an observation so extensive should not be trifled -with,”
they accompanied their report with a plan for a proposed altera-
tion and addition, with a description thereof, made by G. J. F.
Bryant, Esq., architect.

The committee of the year 1852 reported, that in considera-
tion of the many wants of the several departments of State, a
new library room was needed, and a new room for each of the
Treasury, State, Executive, Land Office, and other departments,
and considered separately, neither of the rooms mentioned were
convenient for the officers of these departments, as at that time
accommodated, and that sacrifices were made every year, not
merely by decay of books from dampness, but by waste of time
in conducting the business of these several offices.

Anticipating an enlargement which would be necessary for
the increased and increasing business of the Commonwealth, the
committee considered the propriety of making additions to the
old building, reasoned the impossibility of producing the same
convenient arrangements and architectural proportions, and
came to the conclusion that an attempt to enlarge the State
House was not good policy.

The first question that presented itself to them was, “ Shall
a new structure be erected on the present location ? ” To this
there were offered several objections: first, that the present
building was as large as it ought to be in proportion to the ground
around it; second, that it would be a great sacrifice of property
to destroy the buildings; third, that the legislature would be
deprived of a place for holding its sessions for three or four
years, while a new State House was being erected ; and lastly,
that it was an unsuitable place for the Capitol of a State.
Briefly stating the reasons why the seat of government should
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not remain where it is, the committee, closed their report with
the form of a resolve, to the effect that a board of five commis-
sioners be appointed to ascertain the most suitable and con-
venient place in some interior town of the Commonwealth, for
the location of the seat of government, conditions of purchase,
Ac., etc.

This report was submitted by the chairman of that commit-
tee, approved by six others, and dissented from by the seven
remaining members.

The joint special committee of the year 1858, to whom was
referred the report of the committee appointed by authority of
the Resolve of May 20, 1852, to procure plans and estimates for
a fire-proof building to be erected in the rear of the State
House, considered the subject and reported the imperious neces-
sity for additional accommodations for the various departments
of government, the preservation of the library, and the security
of the invaluable documents which were crowded into incon-
venient and unsafe places, and recommended, unanimously, a
plan of enlargement to the favorable regard of the legislature;
and it was thereupon enacted, “ That there shall be erected on
the north side of the State House, a fire-proof building to con-
nect with the main edifice, in general conformity to a plan
called No. 3, in the report of the committee appointed by
authority of chap. 99, of the Resolves of 1852, and' dated the
21st ofFebruary: and the sum of sixty-five thousand dollars is
hereby appropriated for the payment of the expenses of such
erection.”

Three commissioners were appointed by section two of said
Act, to superintend the erection of the structure.

The commissioners recently in charge of said enlargement
were Hon. Charles H. Warren, Samuel K. Hutchinson, and
Adam W. Thaxtcr, Jr., Esqs. They, at an early period, selected
(i. J. F. Bryant, Esq., architect, to assist them in making their
detail and working plans. The plans submitted by the com-
mittee and approved by the legislature, defined the general
arrangement of the interior, and the number and height of the
rooms. These plans, it appears, were made in reference to a
fire-proof central body, and secure, but not fire-proof wings.
The Act, however, required a fire-proof building, and the com-
missioners in their report, dated March 13,1854, did not present
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the cost of completion of the building, on account of the indefi-
niteness in the construction of this Act. If the legislature had
demanded a building secure, though not absolutely fire-proof, a
large saving of expense might have been made. This point has
been the cause of some dissatisfaction and inquiry, particularly
as to the length of time taken to finish the. structure, and the
increased expense above the original appropriation. As the
whole subject is contained in the single expression, “ fire-proof,”
this fact was brought before the legislature of 1854, and it was
decided that a fire-proof building must be erected, according to
the provisions of the Act before alluded to, and an additional
appropriation was made for its completion.

The Commissioners suggested four alterations to the original
plan, which the Governor and Council, under the Act before
alluded to, had power to grant and approve. These alterations
are carried into effect, with the exception of the turrets upon
each of the engaged towers of the corners of the enlargement,
which remain unfinished. These towers were and are still re-
garded indispensably necessary to the appearance of the build-
ing, and its conformity to true principles of architectural beauty
and effect. They were not then erected for want of a sufficient
appropriation. But this alteration having been duly adopted
by the Governor and Council, in pursuance of the Act referred
to, the undersigned, in their first Report, dated February 20,
1855, (House Document, 92,) asked for an appropriation of
thirteen thousand dollars for their completion. The subject
was referred to a joint special committee, of March 31, 1855,
and a Resolve was unanimously recommended by them, that the
turrets be forthwith completed, and a special appropriation of
twelve thousand dollars for the purpose recommended. This
Resolve was lost in the Senate.

The undersigned, upon entering their duties as Commission-
ers, under the provisions before alluded to, ascertained that the
amount already expended under a former appropriation, was
one hundred sixty-throe thousand three hundred eighty-three
dollars and seventy-five cents, and that liabilities and contracts
had been entered into to the amount of thirty-seven thousand
nine hundred sixty-six dollars and ten cents.

The whole amount of all appropriations for the completion
of the enlargement, is two hundred nineteen thousand dollars;
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thus leaving at the disposal of the present Board of Commis-
sioners, for works to cost twenty thousand two hundred eighty-
nine dollars and forty-five cents, (20,289.45) only seventeen
thousand six hundredfifty dollars and fifteen cents, (17,650.15.)

In the report last made to the legislature, (House Document,
92,) the undersigned presented the fact, that no arrangements
for the introduction of gas had been commenced, and that no
estimate had previously been made, and respectfully asked for
an appropriation of one thousand dollars, for the introduction
of pipes, and the cutting into the walls and floors, necessary to
carry the same into effect. Mention is also made, in said re-
port, of the area between the old and the new building; that
it was so exposed, as will be seen upon an inspection of the
premises, that the snow and rain, during a large portion of the
year, beat in severely; the consequence of which is, to create
a nuisance, only to be abated at a great sacrifice of the business
of the various offices, and expense in the removal of refuse,
which must be carried through the several rooms. In order to
avoid hereafter all such annoyances and interruptions, it was
proposed that a roof be constructed over said area, composed of
light iron trusses, with an entire top surface of thick rough
glass, which will not obstruct the light to any room connected
therewith. The ventilation of the area can be provided for in
the roof, and by connection with the hot air flues of chimneys.
Neither of these suggestions was, however, allowed.

In view of the importance of a roof over the area, the under-
signed hope, for the sake of those whose duty requires of them
a constant access to the rear rooms of the buildings—and, in
connection, the fact that the galleries are an addition to the
original plan, and either covered galleries, darkening the rooms
under them, or open galleries, dangerous to the lives of those
who traverse them, must, of necessity be adopted,—that, at no
distant day, the roof will be built as originally proposed.

The report last named closed with the remark: “ the under-
signed, therefore, in consideration of the unfinished state of the
building, and the actual necessity of its use for the several de-
partments, would earnestly recommend a further appropriation
of two thousand dollars.”

Had this further appropriation been granted, the enlargement
would have been wholly completed and finished. As it is, how-
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ever, from the necessity of occasional alterations and repairs,
required by the executive and other departments, and the in-
troduction of the main gas pipes, and cutting into walls, neces-
sary to bo done before painting, and for payments required to
be made to meet the liabilities due, but not shown in any pre-
vious statement, a portion of the appropriation has necessarily
been diverted from its original direction, and thus a small defi-
ciency is created.

At the date of the last appropriation, the windows of the
principal rooms, which were left as finished, were not considered
thoroughly fire-proof by those who were to occupy them, and a
great alteration was made in each, with the addition of iron
shutters and frames; the walls of the Library were bare, and
the corridors and entries unfinished. In House Document, No.
29, 1855, it is stated that a contract had been entered into for
the finishing of the interior of the library room, for the amount
of twenty-two thousand five hundred seventy-seven dollars and
ninety-nine cents; but in the summary of amounts required for
its completion, the sum of sixteen thousand dollars only is
specified, thus making aliability, additional to the amount there
shown, of six thousand five hundred seventy-seven dollars and
ninety-nine cents. There was due also on floor contract one
thousand eight hundred nine dollars and thirty-four cents, in-
stead of one thousand one hundred ninety dollars and sixt3r-six
cents, as stated, making a balance of six hundred eighteen
dollars and sixty-eight cents, to be paid from the last appro-
priation.

There wore also bills to the amount of one thousand one
hundred thirty-four dollars and sixteen cents, additional to the
stated liabilities, all of which have necessarily been expended
from and under the last appropriation.

These items, together with the amounts paid for the intro-
duction of the main gas pipes, the cutting away of the flooring
of one committee room, and filling up of windows, alteration
of balustrades, Ac., to make the Secretary’s fire-proof room
available, with the repairs of walls, glass, floors, and much iron
work, rendered necessary by the foregoing and other incidental
matters, have rendered the last appropriation obviously insuffi-
cient to complete the enlargement.

The Commissioners are happy to be able to say, however, that
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the only portion unfinished is the room appropriated for the
Library.

Since the adjournment of the last legislature, there has been
done in said room the finishing of the roof trusses and brick
walls under roof; the erection of the entire iron work of the
galleries, stairs, floors and alcoves ; the flooring of the central
portion of the room, and of the galleries; the making and put-
ting in of shelved alcoves, inserting of gas pipes, plastering the
entire room, and painting complete of all the upper and under
side of all iron work, and glazing of windows ; making and
setting of iron shutters, soffits and stools, and the finishing
entire of the corridors connecting with said rooms. The re-
maining work to be performed, is the making and setting of the
upper tier of shelving around the room, and the painting of the
same, which will not probably be required to be done for some
years to come.

The whole amount of the deficiency is . . . $564 89
And as an offset to this, an amount was paid out of
the enlargement appropriation for coal, used last
winter for the convenience of the legislature, a part
of which remains on hand, and to pay a fireman, 563 00

Thus leaving an actual excess of liabilities over the
appropriation, of only . . . . . . $1 89

Three hundred eight dollars and eighty-eight cents has been
returned to the Treasurer for old materials sold, which were
not required to be reused in the erection of the now building.

This item, $563, having thus been paid out of the appropri-
ation, the undersigned respectfully ask a further appropriation
of $564.89, to meet the present liabilities.

By chapter 76, Resolves of 1854, the Commissioners for the
enlargement of the State House, are required “ to furnish the
apartments for the State Library with suitable alcoves, galleries,
shelves and other needful conveniences, under the direction of
the Librarian and Trustees of said Library.”

In obedience to the requirements of said Resolve, the Com-
missioners have consulted the Librarian and Trustees, and their
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wishes have been carried out in every particular, and the room,
thus far, finished in accordance with their requirements.

It is very much to be regretted that, in the first instance, there
had not been a fifth change from the original plan asked for,
and that for a difference in the outline of the room appropriated
to the Library. As the plan prescribed by the legislature gave
to those who were to superintend its erection, no discretion in
the matter, the room was finished in accordance with the said
plan, although it must be allowed there are two fundamental
errors in the structure of the room.

By a Resolve of 1855, chapter 139, section 1, the Commis-
sioners and the committee on public buildings of that year,
were required to assign the various rooms to the use of the dif-
ferent departments of the government, subject to the approval
of the Governor and Council. Their action in the premises has
been accepted, and a copy of their report is on file in the office
of the Secretary of State.

By section 3 of the Act of 1854, the Commissioners, in con-
junction with the Committee on public buildings of that year,
were authorized, at their discretion, to remove the then existing
entrances on the east and west ends of the State House, and to
make such alterations on the lower floor of the State House,
consequent upon such removal, as they might deem expedient.
The entrances having been removed, and certain alterations
executed, the alterations, so far as related to the exterior of the
building, have also been carried into effect. If no other reason
had presented itself for the underpinning of the whole south
front, than its improved appearance, being made to conform
with the east and west ends, which, if not so arranged, would
leave the banks and grounds, on either end, in irregular and
unnatural heights, giving the appearance in two distinct views
from the street, of a huge fortification and breast work; the
judgment of the public would have demanded the change.
There was found, however, that an actual necessity existed, and
imperatively demanded the improvement—it being ascertained
that the building was in an unsafe state. Had the east and
west ends alone been finished, the front foundation would have
been left five feet above the ends, and the necessity of cutting
away both corners, and the irregular outline of the masonry
required for this purpose would have been the cause of a serious
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settlement of the front. In addition, the cistern in the cellar
had for some considerable period been overflowing into a trench,
made by its course, directly under the foundations, and tho
south-east corner had already settled two and one-half inches
below the level of the south-west corner of the building.

During the progress of the work, the lower stone of the south-
east corner had to be disturbed to be replaced at a lower level,
secure from frost; when it was elevated about six inches from
the earth, for removal, a small leaden box was discovered lying
directly upon the earth ; this box or “lead covering” was sup-
posed and proved to be the contents of the corner stone; upon
a close inspection of the stone, at the site, it was found that it
had no cavity, as usually is the case, for the receptacle of plates,
documents and coins. Upon further inspection, it appeared
that the corners of the leaden box were much broken, and tho
whole mass was covered with decayed leather, much resembling,
and as easily crumbling, as worked clay. So entire was its
decomposition, that on the next morning after its discovery, the
cover had entirely fallen off—having originally been irregularly
and loosely fitted to the sides.

It was deemed important and proper to have the box and the
contents thoroughly cleansed and repaired. Potash having
been tried, unsuccessfully, to bring to light the inscription on
the plate, a solution of nitric acid and vitriol was applied, before
a line could be distinctly read. The plate was protected merely
by a covering of sheet lead, cut in the corners to give it a square
form, but not even soldered at its intersections, and, probably,
covered again with leather, and laid directly upon the earth,
and the “ corner stone ” upon it. To those interested in tho
transmission of valuable historical facts, it is a matter of con-
gratulation that so important a discovery has been made. Had
the plate and coins remained longer in flip original position, or
had they not been thoroughly cleansed and burnished, in five
years, or less, it would have been impossible to read tho inscrip-
tion, or to remove the copperas from tho silver, so amalgamated
had they become. Upon the back of the plate, a new inscrip-
tion was engraven, and, together with now and the old coins,
they wore placed in a metal composition box, hermetically
scaled, and deposited in a cavity in the stone cut for the pur-
pose, on a level corresponding with the original deposit. Had

2
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the corner stone been found, as was expected, and as it should
have been, it would have been left undisturbed. Under the
circumstances, however, and acting under advice, the under-
signed performed their duty to the best of their judgment. It
should be stated in this connection, that directly against this
stone was the foundation of the safe of the Treasury depart-
ment, which was left entirely unprotected, and required extra
assistance of watchmen and workmen until secured, and in fact
the whole corner of the building needed the support of shores
or wooden streets until completed.

’ll tore has been expended upon the State House, in alterations
and repairs, from the year 1829 to the year 1856, the sum
of $154,-380 44

Of the above amount, the undersigned have ex-
pended the sum of $19,128.02, for alterations
and repairs, consequent upon the erection of
the Enlargement. The Enlargement has cost,
by appropriations, ..... 219,000 00

Total, $373,380 44

Most of the money expended previous to 1854, has been for
paint and incidental repairs. The amount expended during
the years 1854 and 1855—582,979.29—has been for a complete
renovation of the exterior and interior, so far as shown. And,
in this connection, it is well to notice the actual necessity of
yet greater repairs and alterations. During the last year the
main timbers of the lower floors were found to be decayed to
such an extent, that they were supported and held in place by
the floor coverings, and were found more unsafe than heretofore
supposed. The gutters and cornice of the old building must
soon be replaced by new, and these probably of iron; they are
greatly decayed, and repeated coverings of paint, only, prevent
water from penetrating entirely through them. The flooring
of the arcade was filled in with loose cobble stones, probably as
the easiest method of disposing of them, causing thereby a set-
tlement of the piers. An attempt has been made to more
thoroughly ensure the safety of the arcade, by a new sub-foun-
dation and underpinning, and with front and side buttresses ;
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and, as now arranged, convenience seems to demand a direct
entrance from the east end on Mount Vernon Street, and anew
west entrance from Mount Vernon Avenue. The Beacon Street
gateway entrance might be dispensed with, and the passage-
way covered with grass, this being much more ornamental, and
the whole arrangement full as convenient for the purposes of
the building.

The Commissioners feel it proper to call the attention of the
legislakxre to the subject of the fountains. They were erected
by a special appropriation of the legislature, in 1849. They
have since been considered a failure, and even dangerous to
those passing in vehicles in the streets adjoining, when they are
in use. Since the fatal accident in 1854, occasioned by the
horses of a vehicle having become frightened by the fountains,
at that time in operation, they have been in use but seldom, and
during the last year but live times. They are decidedly unor-
namental, and so constructed with regard to the grounds, that
they require to be replaced by others more suitable. The
grounds can then be graded more appropriately on the south,
front, and a semi-circular fence and gateway erected on the west
end; the remaining ground and avenue being covered with
grass, would present an appearance at once ornamental and
creditable.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH R. RICHARDS,
S. K. HUTCHINSON,
GEORGE M. THACHER,

Commissioners.
January Ist, 1856.
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The general arrangements of the Enlargement and assignment of
rooms may be understood from the following

The Cellar Story is located at a level thirteen feet below the floor of
the present south front rooms, and is divided into three rooms and
two corridors ; these corridors are provided with stone steps to reach
the corridor of the story above, located eighteen inches ahovo the
grade of Mount Vernon Street, and about three feet below the floor
of the present south front rooms. The main body of the cellar is
appropriated exclusively to the heating apparatus and the storage of
fuel, and is sixty-one by twenty-three feet, and ten feet high. The
east wing of cellar is appropriated as a store room, and is thirty-
three by twenty-three feet, and ten feet high. The west wing of
cellar is appropriated as a packing room, and is thirty-threeby thirty-
five feet, and ten feet high. The walls of this story are of stone,
outside, and brick, inside, supporting groined arches.

The Basement Story is appropriated to the use of the State Board
of Agriculture, and is divided into a central room, sixty-one feet hy
thirty-seven feet; a room hi the east wing, thirty-four feet by twenty-
four feet, and a room in the west wing, thirty-three and one-half feet
by thirty-two feet, each thirteen feet high.

The passages and stairs are used as thoroughfares, and connect
directly with the main corridor to the Doric Hall.

The water-closets, in either wing in this story, arc to be used for
the convenience of State officers and legislators for the time being,
and are accessible by an area flight of steps, covered.

The basement room recently occupied as a Library room, is to be
used as a General Document and Packing room.

The basement room recently occupied by the Secretary’s depart-
ment, is to be used as a Refreshment room.

These latter rooms are well lighted and dry, and are not now con-
sidered detrimental to the health of those who may occupy them, or
destructive to books stored therein ; by reason of their floors having
been placed entirely above ground, by the removal of superfluous
earth around the former foundations, and an entirely new sub-
foundation.

STATEMENT:
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The Second Story, being that on a level with the Doric Hall, has
had a complete change in the disposition and arrangement of rooms.
The room formerly used by the Auditor is appropriated to the
Speaker of the House of llepresentatives, during the sessions of the
legislature, and to the Sergeant-at-Arms. The room formerly used
by the Treasurer is to be used as a Committee room. This latter
named room has since been assigned to the Attorney-General and
clerk. The room formerly appropriated for the Library and the use
of the Secretary of the Board of Education is to be divided into two
rooms; one measuring thirty-six feet by twenty-one feet, to be used
as the Auditor’s room ; the other to be used as a Watchman’s room.

The new room, east wing, is appropriated to, and used by, the
Auditor and Treasurer, in common, as a private room, and is twenty-
three feet by seventeen feet, and ten feet six inches high. The new
corner room, east wing, is appropriated to, and occupied as the office
of the Treasuer, and is thirty-four by twenty-four feet, and nineteen
feet six inches high. The central room is appropriated to and occu-
pied by the clerks of the Secretary’s department, and as a General
Document room, and is sixty-one by thirty-seven feet, and ten feet
six inches high. Since the assignment of this room, and the delivery
of the care of the same to the Sergeant-at-Arms, a room has been
cut off from the east end, fifteen feet by thirty-seven feet, which is to
be used as a Committee room.

The new corner room in the west wing is appropriated to and
occupied by the Secretary of State, and is thirty-three and one-half
feet by thirty-two feet, and nineteen and one-half feet high. The
adjoining room is also used by this department, as a fire proof room,
and is twenty-three feet by seventeen feet, and nineteen and one-half
feet high. The room adjoining, in the main building, formerly used
by the Adjutant-General, is appropriated to the Secretary as an
Engrossing room. The room used by the Land Agent will be occu-
pied as heretofore. The room i-ecently occupied by the Secretary of
State is appropriated, in future, to the Adjutant-General.

The room on the cast wing of the Enlargement, in the First Inter-
mediate Story, is used as a Committee room, and is twenty-three feet
by seventeen feet. All other rooms are continuations of the rooms
below, with the exception of the room occupying the entire space of
the central body of the Enlargement, which is appropriated as the
Library room. It is eighty-eight feet by thirty-seven feet, and forty-
six feet high, and is sub-divided into three stories by two continuous
galleries, containing shelved alcoves. These alcoves, galleries, and
ceiling and brackets of the room, arc entirely of iron. The entrance
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to the galleries is by means of a double iron staircase, situated on
the west end of the room. The space between the iron ceiling and
the iron roof, eight feet average height, will be used as a document
and store room.

The Library room is reached by a flight of stairs leading from the
corridors of the second, or Doric Hall story, on both the east and west
ends, to the entries on a corresponding level with said room. These
entries were made by removing two of the damp “ fire proofs ” of
the statue building, and increasing the height of those portions of the
width of the same. Thus making a clear height to the hall of four-
teen feet. The entire roofs are covered with copper, painted on both
sides.

The new room on the east wing of the Third Story is appropriated
to and occupied by the President and Clerk of the Senate, and is
twenty-three feet by seventeen feet, and ten and one-half feet high.

The new corner room, east wing, is assigned to the Committees on
Education and Library, Board of Education and Secretary of said
Board, Trustees of the Library, and to the Librarian, during the
recesses of the legislature ; and as a Committee room for the Senate,
during the session of the legislature. It is thirty-four feet by twenty-
four feet, and eleven feet high.

The new corner room, on the west wing, corresponding to this latter
named, is appropriated by the Committee on Pardons. It measures
thirty-three and one-half feet by thirty-two feet, and eleven feet high.

The new room adjoining, is the “Ante-room,” and is twenty-three
feet by seventeen feet, and eleven feet high.

The room formerly used as the Ante-room is occupied and appro-
priated as the Governor’s Private room. It is twenty-one and one-
half feet by twenty-two and one-fourth feet, and ten feet high.

The room formerly used as the Governor’s Private room, is now

used as a Committee room for the Council. It measures nine feet by
eighteen and one-fourth feet, and ten feet high. The lobby has re-

cently been remodelled, with the addition of a water closet and other
conveniences.

The four rooms in the Second Intermediate Story are assigned as

Committee rooms ; the two on the east wing, measure respectively,
twenty-three feet by seventeen feet, and thirty-four feet by twenty-four
feet; those on the west wing measure thirty-three and one-half feet

by thirty-two feet, and twenty-three feet by seventeen feet; each
eleven feet high.

The entire addition is made fire proof. The floors are formed by
groined arches supported by piers, in the first story, and by iron col-
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limns, iron beams, ties, and skew backs in other stories. The partitions
are all of brick, having iron doors hung to iron frames, for communica-
tion with the rooms, and wooden fly doors outside of them, for general
convenience. The floorings are all covered with brick paving, made
more agreeable by another covering of hard pine boards. The exterior
walls are built with an interiorair space, and each wall, ceiling, pier, and
partition is covered with three coats of plaster laid directly upon the
brickwork. Each window has its exterior and interior finish of iron,
with outside shutters to the area windows, and inside iron shutters to
the remaining windows. The sashes and frames of the windows, and
the stairs, floors, and ceilings of corridors, are also of iron. All the
roofs,—the exterior finish, including gutters, cornices, belts, pilasters,
capitals and bases,—are also of iron. The ceiling of the Library is
supported by the roof iron trusses, and each of the beforeraentioned
walls, roofs and finish is painted inside and outside, excepting the
inside of a portion of the iron work first erected, with not less than
three coats, and in many cases, with six coats of paint.

The building is heated by means of the low pressure, “ mild hot
water apparatus.” The fire is in the furnace in the cellar, the grates
and sides of which are coils of pipes ; the water in the pipes is gradu-
ally rarified by heat, and ascends through the flow pipes and its
branches to coils, placed in the basement story above. In passing
through the coils, a portion of its heat is imparted to the air passing
around them, and the water thus cooled, and its specific gravity there-
by increased, passes through return pipes to the furnace, again be-
coming charged with heat, as it revolves through the coils. Fresh
air is introduced by large “cold air boxes,” directly from the outside
of the house, and passing through the coil chamber, becomes heated
and is conducted through flues to the several rooms. This method of
heating the building was considered the best, and also perfectly safe.
The highest temperature at which the apparatus is capable, is two
hundred and twelve degrees and the heat of the rooms can be varied
to any degree under two hundred and twelve degrees ; and the air, at
the same time, is perfectly pure.

The works of this apparatus were arranged by Messrs. J. J.
Walworth & Co., of Boston, and are warranted by them to thoroughly
warm the building. Each room is thoroughly ventilated by means of
wall registers.

By chap. 81, Resolves of 1855, it is required “that when any
rooms in the newly erected part of the State House shall be com-
pleted, the Commissioners shall surrender the care of the same to the
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Sergeant-at-Arms.” In obedience to this Resolve therooms have been
tendered to the Sergeant-at-Arms as soon as finished, and in some

cases before the final finish was applied, wherever the public con-

venience could thereby be advanced.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH R. RICHARDS,
S. K. HUTCHINSON,
GEORGE M. THACHER,

Commissioners.
January 1, 1856.


