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REPORT;

Having, so far as practicable, investigated the account
presented by the Secretary of the Commonwealth in his An-
nual Report respecting the salaries paid the several clerks In
his department, we find them in accordance with the several
Acts and Resolves which have from time to time passed the
legislature of the State, and the warrants have been properly
drawn and audited.

Respecting the number of clerks employed in that office,
we also find, upon careful examination, that the great and in-
creasing amount of labor required from the office of the Sec-
retary, leads us to the conclusion that the present number is
absolutely necessary, and a greater number might be employed
to good advantage.

Former legislatures have passed Resolves requiring Indexes
to be made of the Records of the General Court; also Indexes
of the Returns of the Births, and Deaths. These
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Indexes have been commenced, and whenever the labors of
the clerks in this department will admit of it, the work of
indexing is taken up and is carried forward; but there still re-
mains much to be done,—sufficient, it is thought, to employ
two men (all that can be advantageously employed at one
time) two years on the Records of the General Court, besides
the indexing of the Registration of the State.

Questions have sometimes been raised, and efforts made to
take the work of Registration from the office of the Secretary,
and establish a separate commission under a Registrar-Gen-
eral, but from facts gathered in an investigation in that office,
we are of the opinion that it would entail an additional ex-
pense to the Commonwealth, without at all increasing the
value of this work, which is performed by the clerks under the
supervision of Dr. Shurtleff, who is every way competent.

We have therefore come to the conclusion that the work
in this office is laborious, and requires all of the present clerical
force; but would not abate the amount of labor—rather add
to the number.

We have taken the liberty to present this subject in its
present form, for the purpose of answering many inquiries re-
specting the number employed, and salaries paid in the depart-
ment of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Another inquiry has been made respecting the increased ex-
pense for postage during the past year charged to this depart-
ment.

In reply to this, it must be remembered, that the law of the
Dnited States requires all postage to be paid in advance, hence
the great number of documents and commissions required by
law to be sent to the several towns within the Commonwealth,
as well as some that are sent to other States, and which, until
the past year were sent without the postage being prepaid, are
now all paid by this office.

Another fact also, is, that the expense for postage for the
Executive Council and other branches of the State Govern-
ment, including all the different departments, are charged to
this office, so that what appears as paid by this office is in
fact a portion for other offices.

ARIEL S. LEWIS, Chairman.


