
SENATE....No. 140.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the Order of January 19, as to fees of Sheriffs and Deputy-
Sheriffs, the Petition of Jonathan Day and fifty-five others,
and the Bill introduced by Mr. Kenrick, relative to the same
matter, having fully considered the sspne, report the accom-
panying Bill.

In Senate, April 7, 1856.

F. H. DEWEY, Chairman.

CommonUieaUlj of JMassacljußetts.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Fees of Sheriffs and their Deputies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives,
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The fees of the sheriffs and their depu-
-2 ties, for the services hereafter specified, shall be as
3 follows, to wit:
4 For the service of a writ, petition, complaint,
5 warrant, libel or bill in equity, fifty cents for each
6 defendant on whom service is made.
7 For taking bail, and furnishing and writing the bail
8 bond, fifty cents, to be paid by the defendant, and
9 taxed in his bill of costs if he shall prevail.
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10 For summoning witnesses, either in civil or criminal
11 cases, twenty cents for each witness, and in criminal
12 cases the court may, under special circumstances,
13 allow such further sum as they shall judge reasona-
-14 ble.
15 For dispensing venires for jurors, treasurers’ war-
-16 rants, and proclamations of all kinds, ten cents each,
17 'without any allowance for travel.
18 For serving executions in personal actions, and col-
-19 lecting damages or costs on any execution, warrant of
20 distress, or other like process, for any sum not exceed-
-21 ing one hundred dollars, four cents for every dollar;
22 all above one hundred dollars, two cents for every
23 dollar.
24 For serving a writ of seizin or possession in real
25 actions, or an execution upon a judgment for partition
26 or for assignment of dower, one dollar for each piece
27 of land.
28 For travel in the service of all writs, petitions,
29 complaints, warrants, libels, bills in equity, execu-
-30 tions, subpoenas and like processes, ten cents a mile
31 for the first ten miles, and four cents a mile for the
32 distance exceeding ten miles, to be computed from
33 the place of service to the place of return: and,
34 provided, that when the officer is directed by the
35 party or person from whom he receives said process
36 to make return of the same by mail, or in some
37 manner not requiring the actual travel of the officer,
38 then the actual travel of the officer only shall be
39 computed; only one travel to be allowed for the
40 service of any one precept, and if the same precept be
41 served on more than one person, the travel shall be
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42 computed from the most remote place of service, with
43 such further travel as was necessary in serving it.
44 For a copy of any precept, when required by law,
■45 or when furnished to any party at his request, at the
46 rate of twelve cents a page.
47 The sheriff shall be allowed for his attendance on
48 any court of record, or at any meeting of the county
49 commissioners, three dollars a day, to be paid out of
50 the county treasury ; and in every county where there
51 is more than one shire town, the fees shall be five
52 dollars a day, except at the court or meeting held in

1 h e town nearest the residence of the sheriff, or where
54 he resides.
55 Every deputy-sheriff who shall attend said courts
56 or meetings by their order, shall receive two dollars a
57 day, to be paid in manner aforesaid.
58 And the said sheriffs and their deputies, in attend-
-59 ance on said courts or meetings, shall be allowed for
60 their travel out and home, four cents a mile once
61 during each week that they may be in attendance.
62 And no sheriff, deputy-sheriff, coroner or constable,
63 shall be entitled to any fees fo»r attendance as a wit-
-64 ness in any criminal case, or for serving any process
65 or subpoenas in criminal cases, except fees for travel,
66 whilst he is paid for attending as an officer of the
67 same court.

1 Sect. 2. The fifth section of the one hundred and
2 twenty-second chapter of the Revised Statutes, is
3 hereby repealed.


