
HOUSE No. 186.

House of Representatives, March 15, 1876.

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed by
an Order of the House to consider the expediency of legisla-
tion to define more clearly the provisions of the charter of
the city of Boston, and Acts in amendment thereof, with
regard to the residence of qualified voters and the prepara-
tion of the voting lists in said city, have considered the sub-
ject and respectfully report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHARLES HALE.

fiommomucaltl) of Jllossatljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Six.

AN ACT
Relating to the Preparation of the Voting Lists, and

Elections in Cities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. In the several cities of this Common-
-2 wealth it shall be the duty of the assessors to
3 assess each inhabitant thereof who is liable to
4 assessment for the payment of taxes, as of the first
5 day of May in each year, in the ward of such city
6 in which such inhabitant dwells or has his home:
7 provided, that no tax, the payment of which is
8 otherwise due to any city, shall be made invalid
9 by reason of mistake of the assessors in ascertain-

-10 ing the ward in which the person from whom it is
11 due should be assessed.

1 Sect. 2. If in the execution of the duty de-
-2 volved on them by the foregoing section, the
3 assessors shall assess any person in another ward

Commonroealtt) of iltassacljusctts.
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4 than the ward in which he claims to dwell or have
5 his home, such person may, on or before the first
6 day of August in any year, file with the assessors
7 a notice of his claim to be assessed in some other
8 ward, specifying the same; and as soon as may be
9 after said first day of August, the assessors shall

10 cause a list of the persons claiming to be assessed
11 in another ward from that in which they have been
12 assessed, to be published three times in some news-
-13 paper printed in the city, and to be posted in two
14 or more public places therein, together with a no-
-15 tice fixing a time and place of hearing; and after
16 such hearing the assessors may change the ward
17 of assessment, if need be, in any case; and they
18 shall forthwith, after such change, give notice
19 thereof to the officers or board charged with the
20 preparation of the alphabetical list of voters to be
21 used at elections.

1 Sect. 3. In the several cities of this Common-
-2 wealth it shall be the duty of the officers or board
3 charged with the preparation of the alphabetical
4 list of voters to be used at elections, to enter the
5 name of each qualified voter upon the list for the
6 ward in which he was assessed, or was liable to
7 assessment, agreeably to the preceding sections of
8 this act.

1 Sect. 4. ff a person possessing the qualifica-
-2 tions prescribed by the constitution and laws for
3 voting in any city of this Commonwealth, shall

4 remove from one ward to another ward within the

5 same city after the first day of May, and prior to

6 any election, he shall not lose his right to vote at
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7 such election by reason of such removal; but he
8 shall have the right to vote in the ward in which
9 he was assessed, or was liable to assessment, on the

10 first day of May, as aforesaid, if he be otherwise
11 qualified, and in no other ward; and the officers
12 or board charged with the preparation of the
13 alphabetical list of voters to be used at elections,
14 shall enter his name accordingly.

1 Sect. 5. The entry upon the voting list of any
2 ward, agreeably to the provisions of the foregoing
3 section, of the name of any person who has re-
-4 moved from such ward into another ward after the
5 first day of May, and prior to any election, shall
6 not be taken or held to be evidence that he is an
7 inhabitant of the ward from which he has thus
8 removed.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing contained in this act shall be
2 construed to give the right to vote in any election
8 in a city to any person who has ceased to be an
4 inhabitant of such city prior to such election,
5 although he may have been assessed therein as of
6 the first day of May preceding; and the officers or
7 board charged with the preparation of the alpha-
-8 betical lists of voters to be used at elections, in the
9 revision of the lists shall erase the names of all

10 persons who have thus ceased to be inhabitants of
11 the city. If the person so removing shall become
12 an inhabitant of any other city or town in this
13 Commonwealth, he may acquire the right to vote
14 therein agreeably to the provisions of the con-

-15 stitution and laws respecting the qualifications of
16 voters. When any person becomes an inhabitant
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17 of any city after the first day of May, and prior to
18 any election, at which election he is entitled to
19 vote agreeably to such provisions, the officers or
20 board charged with the preparation of the alpha-
-21 betical lists of voters shall enter his name in the
22 voting list of the ward of which he shall become
23 an inhabitant.

1 Sect. 7. No tax, the payment of which is
2 otherwise due to any city, shall be made invalid
3 by reason of any mistake of the assessors in
4 ascertaining the ward in which the person from
5 whom it is due should be assessed, or by reason of
6 anything contained in this act, or the proceedings
7 which may be had under its provisions.

1 Sect. 8. Section two of chapter two hundred
2 and forty-three of the acts of the year eighteen
3 hundred and seventy-five, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the words " three able and discreet
5 men, qualified voters in said ward,” and inserting
6 in lieu thereof the words " three able and dis-
-7 creet men, qualified voters and inhabitants in said
8 ward.”

1 Sect. 9. Sections eleven and twelve of chap-
-2 ter three hundred and seventy-six of the acts of
3 the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and
4 all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the
5 provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect on its

2 passage. '




