
HOUSE No. 253.

[Moved by Mr. Parker, of Milford, as substitute for Report of Committee
on Claims.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Six.

AN ACT
To provide State aid for disabled Soldiers and Sailors

and their Families, and for Families of deceased
Soldiers and Sailors.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Every invalid pensioner of the United
2 States, who served to the credit of the state of
3 Massachusetts, in the civil war, beginning in the
4 year eighteen hundred and sixty-one, whose pen-
-5 sion amounts to not less than six dollars per month,
6 shall be paid state aid monthly, at a rate equal to
7 one-half the amount he is for the time entitled to
8 receive as pension from the United States, and if
9 married prior to his discharge from said service,
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10 he shall be paid monthly, on account of his wife,
11 provided she is living with him, an additional sum
12 equal to one-fourth of said pension; and on ac-
-13 count of any one child under fourteen years ofage,
11 born prior to his discharge, the additional sum of
15 one dollar per month: providedjthe whole amount
16 paid to any one invalid pensioner, shall not
17 exceed ten dollars per month: and provided, also,
18 such pensioner is a resident of this state at the
19 time of the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Every widow of any soldier or sailor
2 who served in said war, to the credit of the state
3 of Massachusetts, and died in said service, —or if
4 she was married to such soldier or sailor prior to
5 his discharge from said service, and who receives
6 a pension from the United States, on account of
7 said service of her husband,-—shall be paid state aid,
8 monthly, at the rate of four dollars per month,
9 and an additional sum of two dollars per month on

10 account of each child of such soldier or sailor,
11 under fourteen years of age: provided, such widow
12 is a resident of this state at the time of the passage
13 of this act. And the guardian of the minor chil-
li dren of any such sailor or soldier who receives a
15 pension from the United States for said children,
16 on account of said service of their father shall be
17 paid state aid monthly, at a rate equal to one-half
18 the pension he is for the time entitled to receive:
19 provided, such children are residents of this state
20 at the time of the passage of this act. And every
21 father or mother of any such soldier or sailor, who
22 receives a pension from the United States on
23 account of such service, shall be paid state aid
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24 monthly, at a rate equal to one-half the amount of
25 pension he or she is for the time entitled to
26 receive; and if both said parents survive, the
27 mother shall be paid an additional sum equal to
28 one-fourth the amount of such pension: provided
29 they are residents of this state at the time of the
30 passage of this act.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall not apply to persons who
2 are pensioned as commissioned officers, or as the
3 widow, child or parent of a commissioned officer.

1 Sect. 4. All state aid under this act shall be
2 paid bythe treasurers of cities and towns, under the
3 direction of the city council or selectmen thereof,
4 wherein the person entitled thereto is, at the time,
5 actually residing; and any arrears due at the time
6 of application, shall be paid by the city or town
7 where application is made.

1 Sect. 5. All aid furnished under the provisions
2 of this act shall be solely for the benefit of the
3 person for whom it is intended, and shall be paid
4 to said person directly, or upon his or her order;
5 and it shall not be subject to trustee process nor
6 assigned. And no transfer of said aid heretofore
7 made shall be recognized in settlement of the
8 same.

1 Sect. 6. The auditor, the adjutant-general and
2 the surgeon-general of the Commonwealth, shall
3 constitute a commission to decide upon all ques-
-4 tions which may arise in the payment of aid
5 between the municipal authorities and the persons
6 claiming the aid; and in all cases their decision
7 shall be final.
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1 Sect. 7. Any town or city may raise money
2 by taxation or otherwise, and, if necessary, apply
3 the same for the purposes set forth in this act; and
4 all persons entitled to aid under the provisions of
5 this act, who do not apply for the same within
6 three months from the passage hereof, shall not
7 receive said aid prior to the date of their applica-
-8 tion.

1 Sect. 8. On or before the fifth day of January,
2 in each year, there shall be deposited in the office
3 of the auditor of the Commonwealth, by each
4 town and city raising and applying money as
5 aforesaid, a full and particular report, setting forth
6 the names of the officers, soldiers and sailors, for
7 the aid of whom and for the aid of whose families
8 money has been applied as aforesaid, the name of
9 the company and regiment, and the name of the

10 vessels in which such officers, soldiers and sailors
11 respectively enlisted, and in which they last served,
12 and the names and ages of the several person for
13 the aid of whom money has been applied as afore-
-14 said, the relation such persons severally bear to
15 such officers, soldiers or sailors; the sums paid to
16 each of such persons, and the time when the same

17 were paid; and such report shall be sworn to by a
18 majority of the selectmen of such town, or by the
19 mayor and a majority of the aldermen of such
20 city; and after it has been examined and approved
21 by said auditor, there shall be reimbursed annually,
22 to said city or town, from the treasury of the
23 Commonwealth, on or before the first day of
24 December, in the year in which the report is
25 made, the amount legally paid as aforesaid, in
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26 accordance with the provisions of this act; but
27 none of the expenses attending the payment of
28 said aid shall be reimbursed. The auditor of the
29 Commonwealth shall, before the first day of Janu-
-30 ary in each year, furnish to the several cities and
31 towns suitable blanks for the returns required by
32 this section.

1 Sect. 9. Chapter two hundred and thirty-two
2 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
-3 five, chapter one hundred and seventy-two of the
4 acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six,
5 chapter one hundred and thirty-six of the acts of
6 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, chap-
-7 ter three hundred and thirty-nine and chapter
8 three hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of the
9 year eighteen hundred and seventy, chapter two

10 hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year
11 eighteen hundred and seventy-one, chapter three
12 hundred and twenty-four of the acts of the year
13 eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and chapter
14 three hundred and thirty of the acts of the year
15 eighteen hundred and seventy-four are hereby
16 repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of July in the year eighteen hundred and
3 seventy-six, and shall continue in force till the
4 first day of January in the year eighteen hundred
5 and eighty.




