
HOUSE No. 357.

[With Senate amendments, and Report of House Judiciary Committee
on the same.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Six.

AN ACT
Relating to Ward Officers in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

CommomucctUl) of illaosacijusctts.

1 Sect. 1. The mayor of the city of Boston
2 shall, prior to the first day of November in the
3 present year, with the approval of the board of
4 aldermen of said city, appoint for each ward of
5 said city three inspectors of elections, who shall
6 be qualified voters and inhabitants in such ward.
7 One of said inspectors shall hold his office for one
8 year, one for two years, and one for three years,
9 from said first day of November; and in each year

10 after the present the said mayor shall, before the
11 first day of November and with the approval of
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12 said board, appoint for each ward one inspector of
13 elections, who shall be a qualified voter and inhab-
-14 itant in such ward, and shall hold office for three
15 years from the first day of November then next
16 succeeding. Any such inspector may be at any
17 time removed from office by said mayor, with the
18 approval of said board; and any vacancy occur-
-19 ring in the office of said inspectors shall be filled,
20 for the residue of the term of the inspector whose
21 place is to be filled, by appointment and approval
22 as above provided.

f Sect. 2. Said inspectors of elections, before
2 entering upon the duties of their office, shall take
3 and subscribe an oath faithfully and impartially to
4 discharge such duties; which oath may be admin-
-5 istered by the city clerk, or by his assistant, or by
6 any justice of the peace, and a record made there-
-7 of in the office of said city clerk.

1 Sect. 3. The qualified voters of each ward in
2 said city, at the municipal election to be held in
3 December next, and at each annual municipal
4 election thereafter, shall choose by ballot one
5 warden, one clerk and three inspectors of elec-
-6 tions, each of whom shall be a qualified voter and
7 inhabitant in such ward, and shall hold his office
8 for one year and until another shall be chosen and
9 qualified in his stead, unless he shall sooner vacate

10 his office in the manner hereinafter set forth.

1 Sect. 4. The said wardens, clerks and inspect-
-2 ors, shall respectively make oath faithfully and
3 impartially to discharge their several duties, which
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4 oath may be administered by the clerk to the
5 warden, and by the latter to the clerk and inspect-
-6 ors, or to any or all of said officers by the city
7 clerk or by his assistant, or by any justice of the
8 peace; and a certificate thereof shall be entered
9 in the record to be kept by the ward clerk.

1 Sect. 5. In case of the non-election of any of
2 said officers at the annual municipal election, the
8 board of aldermen of said city may issue their
4 warrant in due form for an election to be held at
5 such time and place as said board may deem ad-
-6 visable.

1 Sect. 6. [A] In case the warden or clerk or
2 either of the elected inspectors shall not be present
8 on the day of election at the hour at 'which the
4 ward meeting was notified to be held, and such
5 absence shall continue for fifteen minutes after
6 such hour, the officer so absent shall be held to
7 have vacated his office, and a certificate of such
8 vacancy shall be entered by the clerk in his record;
9 and the presiding officer shall appoint some suit-

-10 able person, being a qualified voter and inhabitant
11 in the ward, to fill the vacancy, and such appoint-
-12 ment shall be valid for the meeting of that day.
13 The person so appointed, before entering upon the
14 duties of his office, shall take and subscribe the
15 oath as hereinbefore provided; and the inspectors
16 so appointed to fill vacancies shall he held to he
17 " elected inspectors ” within the meaning of that
18 term as used in section twelve.

1 Sect. 7. The warden shall preside at all meet-
-2 iugs of his ward, and shall have the powers of
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3 moderators of town meetings. In case of his
4 absence, the clerk, and in case of the absence of
5 both warden and clerk, one of the elected inspect-
-6 ors, according to seniority in age, shall preside
7 until a new warden has been chosen.

1 Sect. 8. It shall be the duty of the clerk to
2 make and keep a fair and true record of all meet-
-3 ings, and at the expiration of his term of office to
4 deliver such record, together with all other docu-
-5 ments and papers held by him in his said capacity,
6 to the city clerk, by whom such of them as need
7 be shall be transmitted to the next ward clerk.

1 Sect. 9. It shall be the duty of the warden
2 and inspectors to receive, sort and count, and of
3 the warden to declare, all votes at any election
4 within such ward, and the clerk may assist in
5 assorting and counting the votes.

1 Sect. 10. It shall be the duty of all ward
2 officers named in this act to attend and perform
3 their respective duties at the times and places
4 appointed for elections of any officers, whether of
5 the United States, state, city or wards, or for the
6 determination of any question submitted to the
7 qualified voters by lawful authority, and to make
8 and sign the returns of the same.

1 Sect. 11. The wardens, clerks and inspectors
2 of elections shall receive such compensation for
3 each day’s actual service as the city council of said
4 city may from time to time determine, and shall be
5 subject to the penalties to which such ward officers
6 are subject under general laws.
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1 Sect. 12. The registrars of voters of said city
2 shall provide for each ward therein a sufficient
3 number of suitable ballot-boxes. J7o ballots shall
4 be received at any election until the full number of
5 ward officers as hereinbefore prescribed has been
(3 completed, nor unless the warden, clerk and at
7 least two of the appointed inspectors and two of
8 the elected inspectors are present, nor until each
9 of said ward officers who is present has ascer-

-10 tained by personal examination that the ballot-
-11 boxes are empty. "While an election is going on,
12 each ballot-box shall be in the immediate charge
13 of two inspectors, one from the appointed in-
-14 spectors and one from the elected inspectors, dur-
-15 ing the whole time that the ballots are received in
16 that box [BJ. The ballots shall not be counted or
17 removed from any of the ballot-boxes until the
18 election is closed.

1 Sect, 18. The wardens and clerks who were
2 elected in the several wards at the municipal elec-
-3 tion held in December, eighteen hundred and
4 seventy-five, shall hold their offices as such, and
5 act at meetings which may be held in said wards
6 prior to [C] the next municipal election; and
7 such of the inspectors of elections in each ward as
8 were elected at said municipal election, or so many
9 as may be present, shall likewise hold their offices

10 as such, and act at the meetings which may be
11 held in said wards prior to |Uj the next muni-
-12 cipal election, notwithstanding their number may
13 exceed three; but if airy vacancies occur, such
14 vacancies shall not be filled unless the same is
15 required to complete the number of three elected
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16 inspectors, and such vacancies shall be filled in
17 the manner provided in section six of this act.

1 Sect. 14. Sections seven, eight, nine, ten,
2 eleven, twelve |E] and thirteen of chapter four
3 hundred and forty-eight of the acts of the year
4 eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and all other acts
5 and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions
6 of this act, are hereby repealed.

House of Representatives, March 27, 1876.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

Geo. A. Marden, Clerk.

Senate, April 14, 1876.

Passed to be engrossed in concurrence, with the following
amendments, to wit;—

At [A], strike out section six, and insert in place thereof
the following:—"ln case of the absence of any ward officer
at any ward meeting, such officer may be chosen pro tempore
by hand vote, and shall have all the powers and be subject to
all the duties of the regular officer at such meeting. TheO O

person so elected, before entering upon the duties of his
office, shall take the oath as herein before provided.”

At [B], in section twelve, strike out, "The ballots shall
not be counted or removed from any of the ballot-boxes until
the election is closed.”

At [C], in section thirteen, insert "and including.”
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At [D], same section, insert "and including.”

At [E], in section fourteen, strike out "and thirteen,” and
insert "thirteen and fourteen.”

Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. Gifford, Cleric.
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House of Representatives, April 24, 1876.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Bill relating to ward officers in the city of Boston, with Sen-
ate amendments, have considered the same and- respectfully
report that the House concur in the Senate amendments
marked A, C, D and E. That the House nou-concur in the
Senate amendment marked B.

For the Committee,

CHARLES HALE.

€ommomuealtl) of illaosactyueette.


