
HOUSE No. 9.

The Governor and Council were directed by chapter 258
of the Acts of 1879, to examine into and report to the next
General Court, some plan for the permanent continuance of
the Massachusetts Agricultural College with its relations to
the State definitely fixed, or some plan for its discontinuance;
but with the provision that its finances hereafterbe separated
from the treasury of the Commonwealth.

In pursuance of this direction, a visit was made to the Col-
lege in the month of May, and a careful examination made
of its present condition, the work it is doing, and what may
fairly be expected of it in the future.

The College was incorporated by an Act of the Legislature,
approved April 29, 1868, which was in furtherance of an
Act of Congress approved July 2, 1862, donating certain
land-scrip for the maintenance of a college for the special
promotion of such branches of education as are related to
agriculture and the mechanic arts.

The land-scrip was sold, and the proceeds now held by the
State amount to 8360,067.40, two-thirds of the income of
which is paid to the Agricultural College. The State has, at
different times, made appropriations for the college, amount-
ing to the sum of $255,000, including $32,000 appropriated
by the last Legislature for the payment of its debts; in addi-
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tion to this, it has received from the town of Amherst the
sum of $75,000 ; and smaller sums from several individuals.

The farm consists of two hundred acres, located nearly a
mile northerly from the village of Amherst, and on which are
three college buildings, two b.oarding houses, a plant house,
botanic museum, farm houses and barns, and all costing
$200,000.

The first class completed the regular four years’ course of
study in 1871, and in all, one hundred and fifty students have
graduated from the College.

The progress of the students in general, has been credit-
able to them and to the institution, but much more might
have been accomplished had it been more fully endowed and
equipped. The funds iave been limited, the farm and its
improvements have been expensive, and have required the
outlay of money which was needed for more direct educa-
tional purposes, and the original plan of requiring labor from
the students upon the farm, has not proved a success.

The College has been greatly embarrassed in its course of
instruction, from the lack of preparatory schools adapted to
the wants of young men preparing to enter such an institu-
tion ; and as a result, great inequality of proficiency has pre-
vailed in all the classes.

If the College is to be more efficient, and do the work it
was designed to do, it is evident that it must have a much
larger income than it now enjoys, independent of the receipts
from the students. The College, if continued, needs at once
a large sum for the salaries of the professors, and a much
larger equipment and annual expenditure for all the depart-
ments of instruction.

In its present independent form, the institution is an ex-
pensive one to conduct, and the attendance of a large number
of students is essential to its success.

Recent legislation has plainly indicated that the State will
no longer burden itself with an annual appropriation for the
College. The income from the funds in the hands of* the
State treasurer is largely inadequate for the proper mainten-
ance of the College, while, in addition to this, the farm is an
annual expense. Within the past year the expenses of the
institution have been greatly reduced : a large part of the
stock on the farm has been sold, the salary of the President
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has been saved, expenses of teaching have been reduced,
special lectures-have been dispensed with, and the salaries of
the professors are at the lowest point possible, yet it is doubt-
ful if the institution can continue, to pay its bills even upon
this reduced basis. Under this state of things all progress is
out of the question.

The expectation that individuals would materially strength-
en the College by contributions has not been realized, and
there is no good reason to expect any change in this regard
in the future.

Four courses only seem to be left to the College:
1. To discontinue it,
2. The State to largely increase its endowment, or provide

for its wants by annual taxation.
3. For the institution to continue in its present unsatisfac-

tory condition, its usefulness-impaired and future doubtful.
4. To turn it over to some strong, well-endowed and

equipped institution, to be conducted as a separate scientific
and agricultural department.

The Act of the last Legislature under which this report is
made, provides for a future separation of the finances of the
College from the State Treasury, and closes the door, and as
we think properly, to any further aid from the State.

To continue the College in. its. present, crippled condition,
will reflect no credit upon the Commonwealth, and will add
very little to the educational, advantages of our people.

In view of these facts, we see no course open but the last
of the four we have suggested ; that is, to turn the institution
over as a department of some stronger college.

This course has been adopted by several of the states, in-
cluding New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island
and Connecticut. The beneficial results of this plan are
especially seen in the present flourishing condition of the
Sheffield Scientific School of Yale College, at New Haven,
and the Chandler Scientific School of Dartmouth College, at
Hanover.

Fortunately, in the town of Amherst, which contributed
$75,000 towards the establishment of this institution, there is
a first-class college, well equipped, whose libraries, labora-
tories, apparatus, cabinets and collections, are just what the
Agricultural College needs, and which are fully sufficient for
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the use of both institutions. The institutions are near each
other, so that the present buildipgs can be utilized and a
course of instruction more extensive and thorough than now
afforded, can be secured.

Inquiry has been made of Amherst College whether the
trustees of that institution will take the property and funds
of the Agricultural College and furnish the instruction con-
templated by the Act of Congress, with the express under-
standing that the State shall hereafter be relieved from
contributing to such instruction, and it is understood that
such a proposition would receive favorable consideration.

Believing this plan to be the best, both for the State and
the Agricultural College, we recommend the passage by the
Legislature of an enabling Act authorizing such transfer to
be made.

In Council, Dec. 30, 1879.
Adopted.

HENRY B. PEIRCE, Secretary.

Secretary’s Department,
Boston, January 2, a.d. 1880.
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HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.


