
HOUSE No. 10.

Boston, Dec. 22, 1879.

Cammomucaltl) of illuseadiusctte.

To His Excellency Thomas Talbot, Governor:

Please' find enclosed report from the Superintendent of
Disabled Soldiers’ Employment Bureau, together with my
own, showing the work done during the present year. May
I ask from the Commonwealth that aid which has so often
and so generously been given through us to many needy
soldiers.

Received 1879.
Balance on hand Jan. 1 $320 60
Cash from the State 3,000 00
Cash from individuals........ 070 00

$3,990 60
Expended 1879.

Salary of Superintendent $1,450 00
Transportation of and charity to soldiers and their families, 1,689 60
Messenger corps

. 180 10
Office expenses ......... 170 30
Balance on hand Dec. 1 500 66

13,990 66

I am, Sir,
Very respectfully yours,

HENRY S. RUSSELL,
Treasurer.
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Massachusetts Employment Bureau for Disabled Soldiers
34r Pemberton Square, Boston, Dec. 1, 1879.

Gen. 11. S. Russell, Treasurer Disabled Soldiers 9 Employment Bureau.
-Sir, I have the honor to submit the following report of

the transactions of this Bureau for the last twelve months to
date.

Number of new applicants registered, seven hundred and
sixty-eight (768). Of this number thirty-six (36) have lost,
or lost the use of, a limb each ; three hundred and sixty
(360) have been otherwise wounded more or less severely;
and three hundred and seventy-two (372) were discharged
for disability.

Employment has been furnished to seven hundred and
twenty-six (726) men the applicants of this and previous
years. Of these, thirty-three (33) have either lost, or lost
the use of, a limb each; three hundred and fourteen (814)
have been otherwise more or less severely wounded; and
three hundred and seventy-nine (379) were discharged for
disability incurred in the service.

At no time since the establishment of this Bureau (by
order of Gov. Andrew, in 1865) has its usefulness been more
manifest than during the year just ended, owing much to the
fact that the hard times have operated to place our crippled
applicants in close competition for the little work to be got,
with perfectly able-bodied men, not onty willing to work for
the small pay usually allowed crippled soldiers, but anxious
to accept any wages however small, hence, without iuflu-

Commcuuomltl) of iflasoacljufetta.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.
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ence of some kind, in their favor, it is safe to say, that, not
more than one in ten of the average applicants at this Bureau
would have succeeded in obtaining work by their own un-
aided exertions; especially is this the case with those soldiers
who, when discharged, were apparently able to resume former
occupations, and did so, but have been gradually breaking
down ever since, until, finally obliged to give up their usual
work and seek other means of support for themselves and
families; and, having neither pension or State aid, are really
in a worse condition than those who, having been wounded,
or otherwise disabled while in the service, are in receipt of
both pension from Government and aid from the Common-
wealth.

Since its organization, fourteen years ago, this Bureau has
directly aided over thirteen thousand (13,000) soldiers to
employment, and in many other ways, a large proportion of
whom would, beyond doubt, have become wholly or in part
public charges, had they not received its aid; another, much
smaller number, have only needed to be placed once or twice
to get a start, then had no difficulty in providing for them-
selves ; while still another class, often thrown out of work
because of effects of wounds and injuries received, or disease
contracted while in the service, have to be placed again and
again, often several times each year, and yet this class con-
tains some of our most deserving men, — those who were
good soldiers, and are now good citizens, anxious to maintain
their self-respect, and never asking other aid than work when
able to work.

Early in its history, the superintendent of this Bureau be-
gan to make efforts to obtain such kinds of work as crippled
soldiers could perform in a satisfactory manner, temporary
work, such as the distribution of handbills and circulars of
all kinds ; the delivery of wedding-cards, invitations, &c. &c.,
light work, but requiring steady, faithful men, those to be
trusted entirely, and, by constant attention to details, with
personal oversight to insure faithful performance, has suc-
ceeded in securing a large share of such work in this city,
and also that of many valuable customers among advertising
firms in other large cities; and customers for such work arc
increasing in number each year. The pay for such temporary
work is very much better than for any steady employment
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we are able to obtain for the crippled men, and is just suited
to them. It often happens that one will earn enough in a
few days to support his family for a month; when, if a,perma-
nent place was open to him, he could not accept, because of
the certainty that his physical condition would not admit of
it.

It wotdd be difficult to enumerate or even estimate the
benefit of this Bureau to the disabled soldiers, and those
connected with them of this State, and the benefits are not
by any means all on one side either; for even had not the
faith of the Commonwealth been pledged to this class of its
citizens: on the score of economy alone this Bureau or some
like institution ■— with efforts devoted exclusively to the
welfare of these people would have been a necessity, for it
certainly has saved and is yearly saving thousands of dollars,
in the single item of supplying work, and thus making self-
supporting a large number, who without such aid, would
become in part or whole a public charge.

The Soldiers’ Messenger Corps, of Boston, is the only or-
ganization of the kind now in existence in this country.
Formed in September, 1865, and placed under the charge of
the superintendent of this Bureau it has merited and gained the
confidence of the public, and has taken its place as a Boston
institution. The corps now numbers twenty-four members,
each man has either lost an arm or was severely wounded in
the service: all have good war records and honorable dis-
charges from the army or navy. The messengers have
permanent stations assigned them throughout the business
portions of the city, and earn a fair support for their families
by carrying letters, small parcels, doing errands, and other
light work, for regular patrons, and all who require then-
services, being honest and intelligent, faithful and prompt in
the performance of all duties entrusted to them. Then-
charges are governed by a tariff of rates established for the
various localities, distances, &c., from stations. To insure
regular attention to their duties, each messenger is required
to report to the superintendent every morning, and at the
same time the amount of his previous days receipts, a record
of which is kept, though each man retains in full his indi-
vidual earnings. Extra messengers are supplied during the
holidays, and as required on extra occasions; and from these
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men messengers are usually selected to fill vacancies in the
corps as they occur.

In consequence of the numerous cases of distress among
the families of both living and dead soldiers since the “ hard
times ” came, this Bureau has, besides its legitimate work,
become the channel through which many worthy families
have been substantially helped; and the investigation of
cases of reported need has come to be accepted as one of the
many duties of the superintendent by benevolent people who
know from experience that all requests for information receive
prompt attention and reliable report.

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

D. 0. BALCOM,
Supt. Emp't Bureau and S. M. Corps.

Recapitulation.

Loss of Otherwise
T

. ,
„ r , , Diseased. Total.Limb. Wounded.

Number of applicants registered
from Dec. 1, 1878, to Deo. 1,
1879 36 360 372 ! 768

Number furnished with employ-
ment from Dec. 1, 1878, to Dec.
1, 1879 33 314 379 j 726

The total number of soldiers aided to employment through
this Bureau since its establishment in 1865, is thirteen thou-
sand two hundred and ten (13,210).








