
HOUSE No. 12.

House oe Representatives, Jan. 19, 1880

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Order relative to the recent arrest of a young girl on the
charge of murder and her discharge ; and also whether legis-
lation is not required to prevent such an act in the future,
except by direction of a responsible public officer, report as
follows:

1. The name of the accused person is not given in the
Order, but the Committee understand that reference is made
to the recent homicide of Mrs. Helen J. Ward, in Boston, of
which the material facts are as follows : Mrs. Ward died on
the thirtieth day of December, 1879, by reason of one or
more pistol shots, which were fired by her daughter. The med-
ical examiner for the district, acting in conformity with chap.
200, of the Acts of 1877, and the amendments thereof, made
examination and inquiry into the case, and informed the
Superintendent of Police that in his opinion a felony had
been committed. Thereupon two officers were detailed to
investigate and take charge of the case. Upon such informa-
tion as the officers obtained, a complaint was made to the
municipal court, and a warrant issued for the arrest of the
daughter on a charge of murder; and in due course she
was committed to jail. An autopsy and inquest were held
as early as practicable, in accordance with law, the inquest
being private, each witness being examined separately, and
his evidence carefully noted and the district attorney or his
assistant being present during all the proceedings. The

€ommonroealtl) of iUasoacljuoctts.



ARREST ON CHARGE OF MURDER. | Jan. ’BO.2

result of the inquiry was to dispel certain suspicious facts
which had properly been of considerable weight with the
officers. After a thorough examination the district attorney
was satisfied that the evidence was not sufficient to warrant
bringing the daughter to examination and trial, and there-
upon nol pros'd the case, and the young woman was dis-
charged from custody.

2. This Order, so far as it relates to the expediency of fur-
ther legislation, assumes that in the case named, the arrest
was made without the direction of a responsible officer. The
facts as above stated show that this was not so. On the con-
trary. all the proceedings appear to have been conducted by
the proper public officers, who acted in good faith and with a
scrupulous regard to the rights of the accused as well as to
the public interest. There is nothing disclosed which in the
opinion of the Committee would require or warrant any
further legislation. It is undoubtedly true that an innocent
person is sometimes charged with crime, and unjustly sub-
jected to expense and loss, though these cases are not very
numerous. But the only practical way to prevent such in-
justice is not a change of the system under which prosecu-
tions are brought and tried, and which long experience has
shown to be wise, but the selection of careful and trust-
worthy officials to administer it.

For these reasons the Committee report that it is inex-
pedient to legislate on the subject of this Order.

For the Committee,

R. M. MORSE, Je.






