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House or Representatives, Feb. 12, 1880.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom were referred
the petition of a special committee of the board of aldermen
of the city of Boston for an act to authorize the board of
aldermen to take laud for the erection of a court house for
Suffolk County, and the Bill to provide for the taking of land
and the erection thereon of a court house in the County of
Suffolk, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

R. M. MORSE, Ji

Commomucaltl) of iHassacljusctte.
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AN ACT
To Provide for the Taking of Land and the Erection

thereon of a Court House for the County of Suffolk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board of aldermen of the city of
2 Boston, acting as county commissioners for the county
3 of Suffolk, are hereby authorized and empowered to
4 take and hold by purchase or otherwise, so much
5 land as they may deem necessary for the purpose of
6 erecting thereon a court house by the city of Boston,
7 for the use of the courts of the Commonwealth
8 within and tor the county of Suffolk, and other pur-
-9 poses incidental thereto, and for a court-house yard

10 for the same.

1 Sect. 2. The board of aldermen shall, within
2 thirty days from the time when they shall take any
3 parcel or parcels of land under this act, tile in the
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4 office of the register of deeds for said county, and
5 cause to be recorded, a description of the land so

6 taken as certain as is required in a common convey-
-7 ance of land, with a statement of the purpose for
8 which it is taken, which description and statement
9 shall be signed by the mayor of the city ; and the

10 city of Boston shall be liable to pay all damages that
11 shall be sustained by any person or persons by reason

12 of the taking of such land as aforesaid, such damages
13 to he ascertained and determined in the manner pro-
-14 yided for ascertaining and determining damages in
15 case of the laying out, altering or discontinuing of
16 ways within the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 3. In case the board of aldermen of the city
2 of Boston shall fail before the first day of December,
3 eighteen hundred and eighty, to exercise the powers
4 granted them in the foregoing sections, such powers
5 shall thereupon cease and determine. It shall then
6 be lawful for the supreme judicial court, or any jus-
-7 tice thereof, sitting in the county of Suffolk, either in
8 term time or vacation, upon the petition of any ten
9 citizens of the city of Boston, and after notice to said

10 city, to appoint three discreet men, inhabitants of
11 said city, to be a board of commissioners, who, upon
12 such appointment, ami, upon being duly sworn to the
13 performance of their duties, shall give public notice
14 of their appointment, shall proceed to consider what
15 site within said city is most suitable for a court
16 house for the county of Suffolk, and shall take upon
17 the site found to be most suitable by them, so much
18 land as they may deem necessary for the purpose of
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19 a court house for the use of the courts of the Com-
-20 monwealth, within and for the county of Suffolk,
21 and other purposes incidental thereto, and for a
22 court-house yard for the same. The said taking
23 shall set forth the parcel or parcels of land taken.
24 with a description thereof, as certain as is required
25 in a common conveyance of land: and such taking
26 being duly signed by the said commissioners, or a
27 majority thereof, and returned to the supreme judi-
-28 cial court sitting in said county of Suffolk, and hav-
-29 ing been confirmed by said court, or any justice
30 thereof, shall thereupon vest the title to said land in
31 the city of Boston, and render the said city liable to
32 pay all damages for the said taking as fully and com-
-33 pletely in all respects, as if said land had been taken
34 by the board of aldermen acting as county commis-
-35 sioners, by virtue of sections one and two of this act.
36 in the manner, and within the time herein provided.
37 It shall thereupon be the duty of the mayor of the
38 city of Boston to file the said description of the lands
39 so taken, with a statement of the purpose for which
40 they have been taken, in the registry of deeds for the
41 county of Suffolk. Said board of commissioners shall
42 likewise estimate, determine, and assess all damages
43 sustained by any persons by the taking of land or other
44 acts of said board in the execution ofthe powers vested
45 in them by this act; and shall return their award of
46 said damages to the supreme judicial court for the
47 county of Suffolk with their return of such taking;
48 and the award of said board or the majority of them
49 being returned and accepted by said court, shall be
50 final, and judgment shall be entered and execution
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51 issued thereon, unless either the city of Boston or

52 any of the parties shall claim a trial by jury as here-
-53 inafter provided. The board of commissioners shall
54 be entitled to a reasonable compensation for their
55 services to be fixed by the court, and paid by the
56 city of Boston; and any vacancy occurring in said
57 board of commissioners may be filled by the said
58 court.

1 Sect. 4. If either the city of Boston or any of the
2 parties claiming to have sustained damages by the
3 taking of land, or other acts of said board of com-
-4 missioners, shall be dissatisfied with the amount of
5 damages awarded, the city of Boston or such party
6 may, at the term at which such award was returned,
7 claim, in writing, a trial in said court, and have a

8 jury to hear and determine at the bar of said court,
9 all questions of fact relating to such damages, and

10 to assess the amount thereof in the same manner
11 as is provided by law with respect to damages sus-
-12 tained by reason of the laying out of ways in the city
13 of Boston; and the verdict of such jury being ac-
-14 cepted and recorded by the said court, shall be final
15 and conclusive, and judgment shall be rendered and
16 execution issued thereon.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the city of Bos-
-2 ton, acting by its city council, to erect within a
3 reasonable time after any taking authorized by this
4 act, a suitable court house for the use of the courts
5 of the Commonwealth, in and for the county of
6 Suffolk, and other purposes incidental thereto, upon
7 the land so taken.
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1 Sect. 6. The provisions of law in relation to the
2 assessment of betterments shall not be applicable to
3 any of the takings of land under this act.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.






