
HOUSE . . . . No. 130.

House of Representatives, Feb. 19, 1880.

The Committee on Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the Report of the Joint Commission under chap.
45 of the Resolves of 1879, in relation to the Commonwealth
Flats at South Boston, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. Q. A. BRACKETT,

Commcmrocnlth of illnssncljusctta.



[FelCOMMONWEALTHS FLATS.2

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.

AN ACT
To Facilitate the Sale and Use of the Commonwealth’s

Flats at South Boston, and to Amend the General
Railroad Act.

lie it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Any railroad company hereafter or-
-2 ganized for the purpose of connecting the lands
3 known as the Commonwealth’s flats at South Boston,
4 with any then existing railroads may, after obtaining
5 the consent of the board of harbor and land com-
-6 missioners, locate a junctionrailroad upon said lands.
7 And any existing railroad company may, on like
8 terms, locate and build a branch for the same pur-
-9 pose, which shall also be known as a junction rail-

-10 road. Such junction railroad shall connect its
11 tracks with one or more railroads within twenty

€ommomucaltl) of iUassacljusctts.
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12 miles of Boston; and shall charge for the use of its
13 tracks to all railroads connecting therewith a rate
14 which shall be equal and without discrimination as

15 to each kind of service so performed. And the
16 railroads, with which said junction road shall so
17 connect its tracks, may use the tracks of said junction
18 road with its own motive power, on terms and under
19 regulations approved by the board of railroad com-

-20 missioncrs

1 Sect. 2. Any railroad corporation which shall
2 construct a branch, as above provided, from, a point
3 on its own road within twenty miles of Boston to
4 the nearest point upon the location of said junction
5 railroad where it can conveniently connect therewith,
6 may enter upon the location of, and may connect its
7 tracks with the tracks of said junction road, and
8 shall have, with said junction road, the rights of
9 connecting railroads, and may use the tracks of said

10 junction road with its own motive power, on terms
11 and under regulations approved by the board of
12 railroad commissioners.

1 Sect. 3. Any railroad corporation, for the pur-
-2 pose of reaching said flats, may construct such a
3 branch as is authorized by section two, and with
4 said branch may enter upon the location of, and
5 connect its tracks with any branch authorized by
6 section two ; and shall have, as to said branch and all
7 branches intervening between it and said flats, and
8 as to said junction railroad, all the powers granted to
9 a branch railroad constructed under section two.
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1 Sect. 4. Any junction road authorized by section
2 one may enter upon the location of, and connect its
3 tracks with, those of any railroads for the purpose
4 of connecting the same with the Commonwealth’s
5 flats, and enter upon and use the same, and have,
6 with said roads, the power of connecting railroads:
7 provided that nothing in this act contained shall be
8 construed to allow any road, authorized by this act,
9 to use its own motive power on any railroad except

10 the junction and branch roads herein authorized.

1 Sect. 5. So much of section thirty-one of the
2 general railroad act, one thousand eight hundred and
3 seventy-four, as prohibits the construction of any
4 branch railroad within the distance of eight miles from
5 the state house, is hereby repealed. So much of
6 section one hundred and seventy of the general rail-
-7 road act as excepts from the operation of certain
8 provisions of that section, railroad corporations hav-
-9 ing termini in Boston, is hereby repealed. And

10 such corporations whose roads enter upon, or con-
-11 nect with each other, may, subject to other provisions
12 of said section, contract with each other for the
13 lease, use, or interchange of all. or any part of their
14 roads, tracks, or terminal facilities. Section six of
15 chapter two hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of
16 the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four is
17 hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 6. The road and branches authorized by
2 this act shall be located and constructed, and the
3 routes thereof fixed, in conformity with, and subject
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4 to the provisions of the general railroad act, one
5 thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, and of all
6 acts in amendment thereof, except as herein other-
-7 wise provided.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.








