
HOUSE No. 210.

House op Repeesentatives, March 3, 1880.
The Committee on the Liquor Law, to whom was referred

the petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,
and various other petitions in aid of the same, praying for
the enactment of a law giving the women of this Common-
wealth the right to vote upon the question of granting
licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors in their respective
cities and towns, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

LOUIS A. COOK.

[Senator Beooks, and Representatives Bugbeb and
McDonald dissent.l
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty

AN ACT

To Regulate the Granting of Licenses to sell Intoxi-
cating Liquors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Section 1. No licenses for the sale of spirituous
2 or intoxicating liquors shall be granted in any city
3 or town, under the provisions of chapter ninety-nine
4 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
-5 five, unless such city or town shall vote to authorize
6 the issue thereof each year, as hereinafter provided :

7 provided , however , that licenses may be issued in the
8 discretion of the municipal authorities, to druggists
9 and apothecaries to sell for medicinal, mechanical,

10 and chemical purposes only, under the provisions of
11 chapter two hundred and three of the acts of the
12 year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight.
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1 Sect. 2. Meetings for the purpose aforesaid may
2 be held the current year in the month of April, on

3 such day as the selectmen of towns or the board of
4 aldermen of cities shall appoint, and thereafter an-

-5 nnally on the first Monday of April. Said meetings
6 shall be notified, warned, and held in the same

7 manner as meetings for the election of municipal
8 officers ; the check-list shall be used, and the polls
9 shall be kept open at least three hours, between ten

10 o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock in the after-
-11 noon. The vote shall be by ballot; and ballots
12 shall be “ Yes” or “ No,” in answer to the question,
13 “ Shall the mayor and aldermen (or selectmen) be
14 authorized to grant licenses for the sale of iutoxicat-
-15 ing liquors in this city (or town) 1 ”

1 Sect. 3. If the majority of the votes cast in any
2 ward of any city, in an election held under the act,
3 are “ No,” there shall be no licenses granted in such
4 ward for the ensuing year, except those of the sixth
5 class, as hereinbefore provided.

1 Sect. 4. Any woman possessing the other quali-
-2 fications for voting now established by law, may apply
3 to one of the assessors of the city or town in which
4 she has a residence, to be assessed for a poll-tax, and
5 shall be so assessed ; and, upon payment thereof, she
6 may apply to the proper board of registration of
7 voters in such city or town not later than the Satur-
-8 day preceding such day of voting ; and it shall be
9 the duty of such board, upon being satisfied that she

10 possesses the other qualifications required of voters,
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11 to place her name on the voting list for use at said
12 meetings; and she shall continue to be so assessed
13 each year until she shall otherwise request in writ-
-14 ing: and, so long as such qualifications continue to
15 exist, she shall have, at all meetings held under this
16 act, all the rights of a legally qualified voter : pro-
-17 vided, however , that the registration of women entitled
18 to vote under the provisions of this act, in the city
19 of Boston, shall be made in accordance with the laws
20 regulating the registration of male voters in that city.

1 Sect. 5. Any woman who has acquired the right
2 to vote for members of school committee, under the
3 provisions of chapter two hundred and twenty-three
4 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
-5 nine, shall, without further action, be registered,
6 and shall have the right to Amte in elections held
7 under this act.

1 Sect. 6. The clerks of the several cities and
2 toAvns in which meetings are held in accordance Avith
3 the provisions of section two of this act, shall, Avithin
4 thirty days after such meeting, make a return to the
5 Secretary of the Commonwealth, giving a true state-
-6 ment of the vote cast at such meeting. They shall
7 also, annually, during the month of November, make
8 returns to the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
9 shoAving the number of licenses of each class issued,

10 the amount received for the same, by classes, and
11 the number revoked, if any.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


