
HOUSE No. 223.

House of Representatives, March 3, 1880.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the
petition of Augustus Woodbury and others for an act of
incorporation as the Miles River Meadow Company, report
the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. H. CHURCHILL.
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Jn the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty

AN ACT
To Incorporate the Owners of Meadow Lands Lying on

Miles River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The owners of the meadow lands
2 lying on each side of Miles river, in the towns of
3 Ipswich, Hamilton, and TVenham, in the comity of
4 Essex, are hereby made a corporation by the name

5 of the Miles River Meadow Company, with power
6 to drain and improve said meadows from time to
7 time, for the purpose of saving the grass growing
8 thereon, and improving the quality thereof, with the
9 powers and privileges, and subject to the duties,

10 restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the General
11 Laws which now are or hereafter may be in force
12 relating to such corporations. Said corporation may
13 sue and be sued by its corporate name, and shall
14 have power to prosecute and maintain complaints
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15 under chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the
16 General Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Any justice of the peace, upon appli-
-2 cation in writing from ten or more of said owners,
3 shall issue his warrant to one of the owners afore-
-4 said, requiring him to notify and warn a meeting of
5 said owners, for the purposes to be expressed in said
6 warrant, by posting copies of said warrant in at least
7 two public places in each of said towns seven days
8 at least before the time of said meeting; and said
9 owners, when legally assembled as aforesaid, may

10 adopt by-laws for the government of said corpora-
-11 tion, and may also choose a clerk, treasurer, assessors,
12 collector, and surveyors, who shall be sworn to the
13 faithful discharge of then' duties, and shall continue
14 in office until others are chosen and sworn in their
15 stead, which said officers may exercise the same

16 power and authority hr performing the duties of
17 their appointment as town officers of the like de-
-18 scription.

1 Sect. 3. In addition to the powers already grant-
-2 ed, said corporation shall have power to remove
3 grass, weeds, and other natural obstructions, and all
4 illegal obstructions in said Miles River, whereby the
5 drainage of their said meadow lands is obstructed or
6 prevented, and to vote and raise moneys for said
7 purposes, and for all other necessary expenses of
8 said corporation; and all moneys which may be
9 voted to be raised as aforesaid, shall be assessed

10 uy»on each proprietor in said meadows, according to
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11 the number of acres owned by him, and the benefit
12 likely to be received; and any owner who is ag-
-13 grieved by the amount of the tax levied on his land,
14 may at any time within thirty days after said assess-

-15 ment, appeal to the County Commissioner for said
16 County of Essex, who shall have power to reduce
17 or increase the amount of said tax, and to make the
18 same as said corporation should have made it, under
19 the provisions of this bill; and if any owner shall
20 refuse or neglect to pay the sum or sums assessed
21 upon him as aforesaid for sixty days after demand
22 thereof, so much of his said land may be sold as
23 will be sufficient to pay the same, together with
24 costs, in the same way and manner as non-resident
25 owners’ lands in this Commonwealth are sold to pay
26 town taxes ; but nothing herein contained shall
27 authorize arrest of the person nor the sale, of any
28 property, except said meadow lands: provided that
29 this act shall not take effect until the owners of
30 three-quarters of all of the meadow lands included
31 herein shall have expressed in writing their accept-
-32 ance of this act, which acceptance, together with the
33 oath of at least three of said owners, that, in their
34 behalf, the owners of three-quarters of all of said
35 meadow lauds have signed said acceptance, shall be
36 filed in the office of the Secretary of State; and the
37 certificate of said Secretary, that such alleged accept-
-38 ance has been so filed, shall be prima facie evidence
39 of such acceptance.


