
HOUSE No. 346.

Boston, March 8, 1880.

To the Honorable Charles J. Noyes,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Sir, —ln compliance with the request contained in an
Order of the General Court, dated March 4, 1880, the Board
of Railroad Commissioners has the honor to submit the copy
of a contract, furnished by the President of the Boston and
Albany Railroad Company, purporting to have been made
Feb. 3, 1880, between the New York Central and Hudson
River Railroad Company, and said Boston and Albany Rail-
road Company.

No other contract relative to freight traffic has recently
been made between said companies, nor does any other
contract exist between them, as the Board is informed, except
the ordinary arrangements between connecting roads regu-
lating the details of business.

This contract has not been submitted to the Directors of
the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, but we learn
from the President that lie intends to lay it before the Board
at their next meeting for confirmation.

In regard to the other subject of inquiry, the Board has as
yet no definite knowledge as to the intentions of the New
York Central and Hudson River Railroad Company, except
as they may be inferred from the contract.

The above is respectfully submitted for the Board.

THOMAS RUSSELL, Chairman.

Commomucaltl) of ilTassacliusctts.



[Mar. ’BO.AGREEMENT.2

[Copy.]

This Agreement, entered into this third day of February,
1880, between the New York Central and Hudson River Rail-
road Company, a corporation duly established under the laws of
the State of New York, and the Boston and Albany Railroad,
a corporation duly established under the laws of the State of
Massachusetts, with roads connecting with each other, and
which own and control a line of railway between Boston and
Lake Erie, provides that,-—

W heeeas, both of the contracting parties recognize the
fact that the public interest, and that of the railways, will be
better provided for making one line over which the traffic
will move in large volume with the least possible cost, than
to divide the traffic passing from one line to the other, and
increase the expenses in consequences of the reduced volume:

It is therefore agreed that each of the contracting parlies
shall, for the purpose of interchange of traffic, consider the
road of the other as part of its main line ; and, for business
passing between New England and the West, each shall have
the same rights and privileges as if the two companies were
actually consolidated, except that the property and earnings
of each company shall be independent and distinct. It is the
intention of this contract to form a strong alliance for the
conduct of business between New England and the West
and interior Mew York, in order that, by the advantages and
economies of such a connection, both companies may attract
and secure business and promote their mutual interests by
offering to patrons the best rates and facilities, and that the
public may be better served, and the affairs of the railways
more economically administered.

This contract shall continue in force for the term of five
(5) years from the date hereof; it may then be terminated
by either party giving one year's notice of its desire to with-
draw ; such notice must, however, be given prior to the first
day of January.

(Signed) WM. H. VANDERBILT, Prest.
“ D. WALDO LINCOLN, Prest.






