
HOUSE No. 251.

House of Representatives, March 9, 1880.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
Order relative to imprisonment for the first offence of drunk-
enness, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JAMES T. MAHONY.

Commomomltl) of illassacl)usetts.



DRUNKENNESS [Mar,2 IMPRISONMENT FOR

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty

AN ACT
Relative to Imprisonment for Drunkenness.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. When a male person is convicted
2 of the offence of drunkenness by the voluntary use

3 of intoxicating liquors or drinks, he shall, if it shall
4 not be proved that he has been convicted of a like
5 offence twice before, within the twelve months next
6 preceding his arrest, be punished by a fine of one

7 dollar without costs. And the imprisonment for the
8 non-payment of such fine shall not exceed ten days,
9 and he may be committed to the workhouse, if there

10 be one in the city or town where the offence was
11 committed.

1 Sect. 2. When a male person is convicted of
2 drunkenness as aforesaid, and it is proved that he has
3 been convicted of a like offence twice before within

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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4 the twelve months next preceding his arrest, he may
5 be punished by a fine not exceeding ten dollars, or by
6 imprisonment in a jail or house of correction, or in
7 the State Workhouse, for a term not less than four
8 months, nor more than two years: provided that a
9 person convicted as aforesaid in the city of Boston

10 may be sent to the House of Industry, and it shall
11 not be necessary in complaints under this act to
12 allege such previous convictions.

1 Sect. 3. When it shall appear to the county
2 commissioners of any county, or in Suffolk County
3 to the board of directors of public institutions, that
4 a person imprisoned under the provisions of section
5 two of this act, in any jail, house of correction, or
6 other place of punishment in their respective juris-
-7 dictions, has evidenced a sincere desire for reforma-
-8 tion, they may issue to him a permit to be at liberty
9 during the remainder of his term of sentence ; and

10 the board that has issued such permit may revoke
11 the same for cause, at any time previous to the ex-
-12 piration of the original term of sentence, and remand
13 the offender back to such jail or other place of pun-
-14 ishment for the unexpired term of sentence.

1 Sect. 4. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




