
HOUSE No. 253.

REPORT.

Of the Committee on Roads and Bridges on the
SUBJECT OF “BROAD-RIMMED WHEELS.”

The committee to whom the matter of broad-rimmed
wheels was referred, have carefully considered the petitions
presented, and have heard testimony setting forth the ad-
vantages sure to arise from the change from narrow-rimmed
wheels to wide ones.

They have also given the subject such examination and
reflection as its importance demands; but experience proves
that it is much easier to continue in the old beaten track, even
when that is a narrow one, than to change, unless some very
strong conviction is forced upon the mind of the utility of
such a change.

In many instances, perhaps, this is well ; still there is great
danger, that, by a too rigid adherence to the customs of the
past, we may retard, and, in many instances, actually prevent
that improvement which is generally supposed to grow out
of the law of progress. Some of the most useful changes
often possess the least charms for the common mind, and are
very slow to make an impression on the public ; but when
once they become established facts, all unite to sustain their
application and proclaim their benefits.
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W 1 leu any change is proposed in an enlightened communi-
ty, combining economy, increased comfort of man and beast,
and an additional product from the same amount of force, it
would seem that the wisdom thereof would be sufficiently
apparent, to cause its adoption at once.

From the most reliable data the committee have been able
to obtain, it appears that the expenses of keeping the roads
and bridges in repair, in the Commonwealth, are at least six-
teen hundred thousand dollars. This large sum has to be
annually appropriated, and to it may be added half as much
more for the waste of horse flesh.

The result, under the present system, is not satisfactory.
The roads in many sections of the State are poor now, and
when we consider the still greater use which will be a natural
consequence of the apparent revival of business prosperity,
we see that they must grow worse, unless the change of
which we speak is speedily made.

In our changeable climate, one day the road maybe muddy
or at least very soft, and the loaded wagon, with its narrow
tires, will sink in several inches, cutting gashes, as it were,
along the street for miles; the next morning it may, and
probably will, be frozen stiff and an attempt to ride over
those hard cuts is very nearly suicidal to the nerves and
backs of those who have a right to expect better things of
the public highway. In addition to the great discomfort of
man, such a state of the roads brings great wear and tear to
vehicles of every description, causing expense to their owners,
which, if closely looked into, and exactly estimated, would
make the travelling public open their eyes with astonishment.

Still another and more effective argument in favor of
broad-rimmed wheels, is the great relief their use would
afford dumb animals. Teamers try in vain to urge their oxen
and horses to greater speed over the roads described above;
and, failing by fair means, are not slow to resort to the whip,

sometimes becoming almost furious in their attempts to com-
pel them to go faster. Here, then, our proposed S3rstem
makes a strong appeal to those who, for so many years, have
been trying to ameliorate the condition of dumb animals;
and in the name of humanity, over and above all other con-
siderations, we recommend this change.

Thus it appears from the testimony given, that, by altering
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the tires of all wagons or other vehicles used for heavy loads
to the prescribed width, the roads would be smoothed,
hardened, and generally improved, so that the expense of
keeping them in repair would be lessened one-quarter, say,
throughout the whole State, to an amount equalling four
hundred thousand dollars. At the same time, over roads iu
such a state of perfection, it is the opinion of practical
teamers, that the same amount of force would move one-
quarter more in weight with equal ease ; making it very evident
that a double saving would be the result of the change from
narrow to broad-rimmed wheels.

Still another thing to be considered is the destruction to
pavements by the use of narrow, and, in some eases, really
sharp wheels. Here the mischief is even greater than to
plain country roads ; and all those men who have in charge
the repairing of our city streets, re-paving, filling up bad
places, &c., if they will allow themselves to act without
prejudice , must be ready to do every thing in their power to
bring round a new order of things. Again, the wear to the
wheels of heavy wagons would be much less, thus doing
away with the necessity for new ones as often as is now felt;
and this argument should appeal to the teamer, who, in some
cases, owns the team with which he transports merchandise
for shops and factories.

So great has been found to be the advantage of broad-
rimmed wheels over narrow ones, that in Europe many of the
turnpike roads allow wheels of certain width to pass toll
free, believing them to be a help, instead of an injury to
the road.

Wishing to be reasonable in their judgment of this matter,
the committee recommend that a fair time be allowed to
bring about this change, and therefore propose that it should
not be made compulsory until the expiration of three years
from the passage of the act; but as a means of hastening the
good time, they would suggest that towns be authorized to
offer bounties to all who may adopt the law previous to its
taking effect.

The city of Syracuse has by ordinance, adopted broad
wheels, and already saved thousands by so doing.

Chicago is about to do the same.
Summing up all the evidence in favor of broad-rimmed



4 [Mar.BROAD-RIMMED WHEELS.

wheels the committee feel sure it must be sufficient to com-
mend itself to every reasonable, practical man, and they do
most earnestly recommend that the legislature give the sub-
ject the attention it demands.

The committee most cordially unite in urging the passage
of the accompanying act.

For the Committee,
CHAS. H. FEESON.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.

AN ACT
Providing for the Use of Broad-rimmed Wheels on

Certain Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. That, from and after three years from
2 the passage of this act, the wheels of every wagon
3 or vehicle with four wheels, drawn by one beast,
4 passing upon or over any common highway within
5 the Commonwealth, shall have felloes not less than
6 three inches in width; and, if drawn by two beasts,
7 the said wagon or vehicle shall have felloes not less
8 than four inches in width ; and if drawn by more
9 than two beasts, shall have felloes not less than five

10 inches in width ; and if the carriage be a cart or
11 vehicle with two wheels, and drawn by one beast,
12 the felloes shall not be less than five inches in
13 width; and, if drawn by two beasts or more, said
14 cart shall have felloes not less than six inches in
15 width.
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1 Sect. 2. That the owner or owners, and also
2 the driver of every wagon, cart, or other • vehicle,
3 having wheels contrary to the provisions of this
4 act, who shall drive, or suffer the same to be driven,
5 upon or over any common highway within this
6 Commonwealth, shall forfeit and pay for each of-
-7 fence a sum not less than five dollars nor more than
8 twenty dollars : provided that no prosecution shall
9 be sustained under the provisions of this act which

10 shall not be commenced within thirty days from the
11 commission of the offence, upon the complaint of
12 one of the inhabitants of the city, town, or district
13 liable for the support of the road upon which the
14 offence has been committed.

1 Sect. 3. All stage-coaches, omnibuses, hacks,
2 family and pleasure carriages are excepted from the
3 provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 4. Cities and towns may, at then- option,
2 offer a bounty to all persons who shall adopt the
3 provisions of this act previous to its taking effect.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall be published in one or
2 more newspapers by each city of the Commonwealth,
3 and be read at the annual town-meetings in March
4 and April for the term of three years, and a copy of
5 this act shall be sent to the clerk of each city and
6 town by the secretary of the Commonwealth.
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