
HOUSE No. 291.

House of Repbesbntatives, March 23, 1880.

The Committee on Labor, to whom was referred so much
of the Governor’s Address as relates to Labor and the en-
forcement of the laws relating thereto, have considered the
same, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN O’DONNELL.

€ommouu)caltl) of illasoacljusetts.



[MarMANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS2

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty

AN ACT
Relative to Better Means of Egress from Manufacturing

Establishments.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same , as follows:

Commonwealth of ittaooachusctts

1 Section 1. Every room in manufacturing estab-
-2 lishments in which operatives are employed above
8 the second story, shall he provided with more than
4 one way of egress by stairways on the inside or out-
-5 side of the building; and such stairways shall be
6 located as near as may be practicable at opposite
7 ends of the room. In the case of a stairway on the
8 outside of the building, such stairway shall have
9 suitable railed landings at each story above the first,

10 and shall connect with each story of the building by
11 doors, or by windows reaching to the floor; and said
12 doors, windows, and landings shall be kept at all
13 times clear of obstructions: provided, however, that
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11 no manufacturing establishment which shall have
15 been already provided with proper fire-escapes in
16 accordance with the provisions of chapter two hun-
-17 dred and fourteen of the acts of eighteen hundred
IS and seventy-seven, shall be required to conform to
19 the provisions of this act, unless since such fire-
-20 escapes were constructed there shall have been such
21 changes in the building, or in the employes therein,
22 as to make it in the opinion of the inspector nec-
-23 essary for the protection of human life ; and provided,
21 further , that the inspector may accept of such other
25 provision for escape in case of fire as may seem to
26 him to be ample for the purpose ; but nothing in
27 this last provision shall be so construed as to permit
28 the inspector to allow of the employment of women
29 or children in any room above the second story from
30 which there is onlv one way of egress.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




