
HOUSE No. 302.

House of Representatives, March 25, 1880.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Bill to provide for the release of prisoners for good con-
duct, report the same in a new draft which is herewith sub-
mitted.

For the Comtaittee,

H. E.. WARE.
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2 [MarRELEASE OF PRISONERS.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty

AN ACT
To Provide for the Release of Prisoners for Good

Conduct.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Every officer in charge of a prison,
2 and the superintendent of the House of Industry,
3 shall keep a record of the conduct of each prisoner
4 in his custody yvliose term of imprisonment is not
5 less than four months. Every such prisoner whose
6 record of conduct as aforesaid shall show that he has
7 faithfully observed all the rules of the prison (or
8 House of Industry), and has not been subjected to
9 punishment, shall be entitled to a deduction from the

10 term of his imprisonment, to be estimated as follows:
11 upon a sentence of not less than four months and
12 not more than one year, one day for each month;
13 upon a sentence of not less than one year nor more
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14 than three years, three days for each month ; upon
15 a sentence of not less than three nor more than five
16 years, four days for each month ; upon a sentence
17 of not less than five years nor more than ten
18 years, five days for each month ; upon a sentence
19 of ten years or more, six days for each month.
20 \\hen a prisoner has two or more sentences, the
21 aggregate of his several sentences shall be the
22 basis upon which the deduction shall be estimated.
23 Each prisoner who is entitled to a deduction from
24 the term of his imprisonment, as aforesaid, shall
25 receive a written permit to be at liberty during the
26 time thus deducted, upon such terms as the board
27 granting the same shall fix. Said permits shall be
28 issued as follows ; To prisoners in the House of
29 Industry, or in the Jail or House of Correction of
30 Suffolk County, by the board of directors of public
31 institutions ; to prisoners in the other jails and houses
32 of correction, by the county commissioners of the
33 several counties ; to prisoners in the State Prison
34 and in the Reformatory Prison for Women, by the
35 commissioners of prisons. The board issuing a per-
-36 mit, as aforesaid, may at any time revoke the same,
37 and shall revoke it whenever it comes to their
3s knowledge that the person to whom it was granted
39 has been convicted of any offence punishable by
40 imprisonment.

1 Sect. 2. Any court having jurisdiction of criminal
2 offences, when notified by the board issuing a per-
-3 mit that the same has been revoked, shall issue a
4 warrant for the arrest of the person boldine' said
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5 permit, and shall remand him to the prison from
(i which he was released, where he shall be detained
7 according to the terms of his original sentence; and
8 in computing the period of his confinement, the time
9 between his release upon said permit and his return

10 to the priso'i, shall not be taken to be any part of
11 the term of the sentence : provided , however, that if
12 the person for whose arrest said warrant is issued is
13 confined in any prison, service of such warrant shall
Id not be made until his release from said prison.

1 Sect. 3. If a prisoner shall violate any of the
2 rules of the prison in which he is confined, the board
3 authorized by section one of this act to grant per-
-4 mits, shall decide what portion of the time, which
5 would otherwise be deducted from the term of his
6 imprisonment, shall be forfeited by such violation.

1 Sect. 4. In computing the deduction from the
2 terms of imprisonment of convicts now in confine-
-3 ment, they shall be allowed the deductions to which
4 they shall become entitled under existing laws prior

■5 to the passage of this act, and thereafter said dedne-
-6 tions shall be made in accordance with the terms of
7 ■ this act.

1 Sect. 5. Section forty-seven of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and seventy-eight of the General Statutes, and
3 sections fifty-one and fifty-two of chapter one hun-

-4 dred and seventy-nine of the General Statutes, are

5 hereby repealed.


