
HOUSE No. 342.

[Senate No. 177, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.

AN ACT
To Facilitate the Sale and Use of the Commonwealth’s

Flats at South Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Cmirt assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Any railroad company, hereafter or-

-2 ganized for the purpose of connecting the lands
>3 known as the Commonwealth’s flats at South Boston,
4 with any then existing railroads, may, after obtaining
5 the consent of the board of harbor and land com-

-6 missioners, locate a junction railroad upon said lauds.
7 [A] And any existing railroad company may, on like

Qkmtmontomltl) of iilassadjuoctte.
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8 terms, locate and build a branch for the same pur-
-9 pose, which shall also be known as a junction rail-

-10 road. Such junction railroad shall connect its
11 tracks with one or more railroads within twenty
12 miles of Boston ; and shall charge for the use of its’
13 tracks, to all railroads connecting therewith, a rate
14 which shall be equal and without discrimination
15 as to each kind of service performed. And the
16 railroads, with which said junction road shall so
17 connect its tracks, may use the tracks of said junc-
-18 tion road each with its own motive power, on terms
19 and under regulations approved by the board of
20 railroad commissioners.

1 Sect. 2. Any railroad corporation, for the pur-
-2 pose of reaching said flats, may construct a branch
3 from any point on its own road within twenty miles
4 of Boston to the nearest point upon the location of
5 said junction railroad where it can conveniently con-
-6 nect therewith, may enter upon the location of, and
7 may connect its tracks with the tracks of said junc-
-8 tion road, and shall have, with said junction road,
9 the rights of conh'ectihg railroads, and may use the

10 tracks of said junction road with its own motive
11 power, on terms and under regulations approved by
12 the board of railroad commissioners.

1 Sect. 3. Any railroad corporation, for the pur-
-2 pose of reaching said flats, may construct a branch
3 from any point on its own road within twenty miles
4 of Boston to the nearest point upon the location of
5 any branch road, constructed as provided in section
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6 two, where it can conveniently connect therewith,
7 may enter upon the location of, and connect its
8 tracks with said branch; and shall have, as to said
9 branch and all branches intervening between it and

10 said flats, and as to said junction railroad, all the
11 powers granted to a branch railroad constructed
12 under section two.

1 Sect. 4. Any junction road authorized by section
2 one may enter upon the location of, and connect its
3 tracks with those of any railroads for the purpose
4 of connecting the same with the Commonwealth’s
5 flats, and enter upon and use the same, and have,
6 with said roads, the power of connecting railroads;
7 provided that nothing in this act contained shall be
8 construed to allow any road, authorized by this act,
9 to use its own motive power on any railroad except

10 the junction and branch roads herein authorized.

1 Sect. 5. Any railroad corporation, or corpora-
-2 tions, may make contracts for the construction,
3 lease, or use of the junction road, and of the
4 branches hereby authorized. Section six of chapter
5 two hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of the year
6 eighteen hundred and seventy-five is hereby re-

-7 pealed.

1 Sect. 6. If any railroad, in pursuance of the
2 authority granted by this act, shall cross any part of
3 the waters of Boston harbor, otherwise than by a
4 pile bridge with a suitable draw, any littoral proprie-
-5 tor, except such as shall have released to the Corn-
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6 monwealth a right to till and build structures and
7 exclude water, who shall suffer any obstruction or
8 interruption of his access to and from the sea by
9 reason of the location of any railroad upon said flats

10 of the Commonwealth, may recover of the corpora-
-11 tion whose railroad shall be so located, all damages
12 occasioned by such location in the same manner and
13 with the same rights as to security as are provided
14 by law in respect to damages occasioned by laying
15 out and maintaining railroads.

1 [B] Sect. 7. The road and branches authorized
2 by this act shall be located and constructed, and the
3 routes thereof fixed, in conformity with, and subject
4 to the provisions of the general railroad act, one
5 thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, and of all
6 acts in amendment thereof, except as herein other-
-7 wise provided.

[C]
1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-

-2 sage.

Senate, March 19, 1880.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. GIFFORD, Clerk.

House oe Representatives, April 9, 1880.
Passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the following

amendments:
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At [A], in section one, insert the words “upon the ap-
proval thereof by the governor and council, and upon such
terms and conditions as they may prescribe.”

At [B] strike out section seven and insert instead the
following:

1 Sect. 7. The proceedings under this act (includ-
-2 ing the location and construction of the road and
3 branches hereby authorized, the fixing of the routes
4 and the ascertainment and recovery of damages)
5 shall be in conformity with and subject to the
6 general railroad law, except as herein provided.

At [C] insert a new section, to stand as section eight, as
follows:

1 Sect. 8. No existing corporation, and no corpo-
-2 ration that may be hereafter organized for the pur-
-3 poses set forth in this act, or any other parties,
4 shall enter upon,' or locate a junction railroad upon
5 said lands, until they shall first obtain the consent of
6 the board of harbor and land commissioners, and
7 also of the governor and council, and have agreed
8 upon the amount to be paid for such location, and
9 upon the terms of payment therefor, and also shall

10 have agreed upon such other terms and conditions as

11 may be prescribed as to such location.

Sent up for concurrence.
GEO. A. MARDEN, Clerk.








