
HOUSE No. 367.

House op Representatives, April 19, 1880.

The Committee on Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the petition of the New York and New England
Railroad Company for the passage of an Act by which it may
secure such lands of the Commonwealth at South Boston as
may be needful to carr}r out the purposes of its charter, and
the petitions in aid thereof, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. Q. A. BRACKETT.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.

AN ACT
To enable the New York and New England Railroad

Company to acquire terminal facilities for freight
purposes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The New York and New England
2 Railroad Company may buy, as hereinafter provided,
;j for depot and station purposes, shifting-grounds, rail-
• 4 road-yards, and for the erection of freight-houses,
5 warehouses and elevators, and for other like uses

6 and buildings, the following described parcels of
7 land and flats, situated in that part of the city of
8 Boston called South Boston.
9 First. A parcel known as the twenty-five-acre

10 lot, bounded westerly, northerly, and north-easterly
11 hy Fort-Point Channel and Boston Harbor, south-
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12 easterly by the parcel of land and flats known as the
13 fifty-acre lot, which the Boston and Albany Railroad
14 Company heretofore contracted to purchase of the
15 Commonwealth, and south-westerly by land of the
16 Boston Wharf Company (subject to any rights which
17 the city of Boston has, or may have in any portion
18 of such parcel under any contracts heretofore made.
19 For this parcel the said railroad company shall pay
20 the sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, two
21 hundred thousand dollars in cash on the first day of
22 May, eighteen hundred and eighty-one, and the
23 balance on the first day of May, hundred
24 and ninety-one, with interest thereon at four per cent
25 per annum payable semi-annually: provided, however ,

26 that if at any time before the first day of May eigh-
-27 teen hundred and ninety-one, Northern Avenue
28 Bridge shall be built, said railroad company shall pay
29 for said parcel of land the sum of one million dollars
30 instead of eight .hundred thousand dollars, as above
31 provided, with interest on the unpaid balance thereof
32 as above provided from the time of the completion
33 of said bridge.)
34 Second , A parcel of land and flats containing
35 twelve acres, more or less, and bounded north-easterly
36 by Eastern Avenue, south-easterly by B Street in said
37 South Boston, southerly by land of Joseph W. Clark,
38 and land of saidrailroad company, and north-westerly
39 by land of the Boston Wharf Company, subject to
40 all rights which the city of Boston or the Boston and
41 Albany Railroad Company has or may have therein
42 under any contracts heretofore made, upon the terms
43 and conditions following, namely: Said New York



NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND R.R. [Apr,

44 and New England Railroad Company shall pay for
45 said parcel the sum of one hundred and eight
46 thousand one hundred and sixty-five dollars into
47 the treasury of the Commonwealth, of which twenty-
-48 one thousand six hundred and thirty-three dollars
49 shall be paid on or before the first day of J uly next,
50 and the remaining eighty-six thousand five hundred
51 and thirty-two dollars on or before the first day of
52 July in the year eighteen hundred and ninety, with
53 interest thereon, payable semi-annually, at the rate
54 of four per centum per annum; and in the event
55 that any portion of said parcel shall be held or ac-

-56 quired before the final payment herein provided by
57 the Boston and Albany Railroad Company under any
58 of the contracts aforesaid, there shall be deducted
59 from the purchase-money then unpaid by the New
60 York and New England Railroad Company under
61 the provisions of this act an amount equal to twenty
62 cents per square foot for the area so held or ac-
-63 quired.
64 Within three years from the passage of this act
65 said parcel of land shall be filled by said New Yrork
66 and New England Railroad Company to grade thir-
-67 teen, with material dredged from the harbor, and all
68 dredging for such filling shall be to such depth
69 and at such localities as shall be directed by the
70 harbor and land commissioners.

1 Sect. 2. Said New York and New England
2 Railroad Company may, subject to said rights of the
3 Boston and Albany Railroad Company and of the

4 city of Boston, occupy and improve each of said

4



1880. 5HOUSE No. 367.

5 tracts or parcels of land, so long as all payments
6 which shall become due upon such parcel, under
7 the provisions of this act, shall be made as herein
8 provided ; and upon the payment of the whole of
9 the purchase money for either of said parcels, with

10 the interest thereon, as the same shall become due,
11 as herein provided, shall receive from the Common-
-12 wealth a deed of such parcel, subject to said rights
13 of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company and
14 of the city of Boston, executed and approved, as

15 provided by law for deeds of other lands of the
16 Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. For the purpose of getting access to,
2 and utilizing either of the said parcels of land, the
3 New York and New England Railroad Company is
4 hereby authorized to locate, construct, maintain, and
5 operate railroad tracks across Eastern Avenue in the
6 city of Boston, in such manner, whether at grade or

7 otherwise, and under such regulations as the board
8 of Alderman of the city of Boston and the Railroad
9 Commissioners may prescribe and furnish.

1 Sect. 4. Any junction railroad built for the pur-
-2 pose of connecting the lands and flats of the ('om-

-3 monwealth at South Boston with any existing rail-
-4 road, and connecting its tracks with said New York
5 and New England Railroad, may use with its own

6 motive power the tracks of said New York and New
7 England Railroad, for the purpose of transporting
8 freight between said point of connection and said
9 lands and flats, in such manner and upon such terms
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10 and conditions as the railroad commissioners may
11 prescribe and permit; provided , however , that all
12 trains while on the tracks of the New York and New
13 England Railroad shall be subject to its control and
14 direction ; and the charges of the New York and
15 New England Railroad Company for transportation,
16 and for terminal accommodations on freight going
17 over said New York and New' England Railroad, to
18 or from said junction railroad, may be fixed by the
10 railroad commissioners.

1 Sect. 5. Said New York and New England
2 Railroad Company shall acquire* no rights under this
3 act with regard to either of said parcels of land
4 unless it shall give to the governor and council
5 written notice of its acceptance of the same on or

6 before the first day of June nowr next ensuing, speci-
-7 fying whether it accepts the same with regard to
8 one or both of said parcels; nor unless within thirty
9 days after such notice it shall also execute and de-

-10 liver to the governor and council a written agree-
-11 ment satisfactory to them, binding itself to take the
12 parcel or parcels of land specified in said notice, and
13 to make the payments therefor, and to do the filling
14 thereon required by the terms of this act wfith
15 regard thereto.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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The undersigned members of the Committee on Harbors and
Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the New
Yorkand New England Railroad Company for legislation which
would secure to them certain lands on South Boston Flats be-
longing to the Commonwealth, submit the following in brief
as their views upon the requests of this company. The railroad
claim in their opening that they had been unable to pur-
chase the desired land of the authorized agents of the Com-
monwealth, the Harbor and Land Commissioners, and the
Governor and Council, for the reasons that the prices named
to them were too high, and restrictions too severe ; upon the
questions of restrictions upon grade crossings, we would
recommend such legislation as would leave it firmly in the
hands of the two boards to whom such questions are by law
now referred, namely: the Boards of Aldermen of the city of
Boston and the Railroad Commissioners.

As to the price asked by the Commissioners for this
twenty-five acre piece, it would seem from recent offers of
one million dollars made for this lot, and the desire on the
part of the New York and New England Railroad, that it may
have the privilege to purchase at the same price, that the
estimates made by the Commissioners were reasonable, and
the prices at which they offered to sell to this company were
not high.

Relativb to the question of acquiring the twelve-acre lot,
the desire on the part of the New York and New England
Railroad Company to obtain it appears to all members of the
committee to be a reasonable one ; that it would be very

VIEWS OF A MINORITY.
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desirable on the part of any owner of the fifty-acre lot
to possess also the twelve-acre lot; nor do we see any reason
why the Commonwealth may not dispose of this tract" to the
New York and New England Railroad Company without
injury to other interests she has in South Boston Flats.

The committee were agreed as to reporting a bill offering
to sell this twelve-acre lot to the New York and New Eng-
land Railroad Company, but we submit an accompanying bill
for this purpose, which we offer as a substitute for the bill
reported by the committee.

In forming an opinion of what disposition to recommend of
the twenty-five acre lot, the undersigned considered the needs
and facilities of the New York and New England Railroad
Company as shown by evidence submitted, and have come to
the conclusion that they do not require this lot for transact-
ing the business of their line, they having acquired by con-
tract with the Boston and Albany Railroad the lot known as
the fifty-acre lot ( a tract of land longer than Boston Com-
mon) in addition to which, should the bill accompanying this
report prevail, they will have twelve acres more. These two
lots of land will give them double the area of land owned by
the Boston and Albany Railroad Company at East Boston,
and all they can require for years to come, even if the road
attains to the highest point of business its friends claim or
expect from it, together with dock room sufficient for ten of
the largest sized steamers. Of this land we are assured they
can complete ready for tracks, at least from twenty-five to
thirty-five acres, as early as Jan. 1, 1881, giving them four
months to locate tracks and warehouses for freight purposes
before the expiration of lease of the twenty-five acre lot, May
1, 1881.

The proposed site for elevator location is now ready for
occupancy on the fifty-acre lot.

In the view that we hold, that they have ample accommo-
dations in these two pieces of land in connection with other
lands they now own, for the requirements of all the busi-
ness of their line, we are confirmed by the communication of
President Hart to this committee, April 9th, to the effect that
the New York and New England Railroad is willing to join
a Terminal Facility Company, and surrender to this com-
pany a portion of the fifty-acre lot, and take stock in said
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company for its value, Irat as he has not faith in this com-
pany to do, with economy, terminal business, it will reserve for
the use of their own line, a portion of this fifty-acre lot.

We are of the opinion that, as the New York and New
England Railroad Company are provided with the twenty-
five acre lot until May 1, 1881, they can, in the mean time,
fully prepare for their use an amount of the fifty-acre lot
ample for their requirements, and as others interested in
other lines of railroad desire this land, and were the first to
offer the price fixed upon it by the Commissioners, are justly
entitled to preference.

The advantage to the Commonwealth in securing the
occupancy of the land at South Boston by more than one
railroad is obvious. The plans of the other parties who
desire to purchase this piece are such as promise great benefit
to the commercial interests of Boston. The opportunity to
secure practical action toward the long desired end of ade-
quate provision for the terminal business of the railroads,
under conditions that will secure the greatest possible free-
dom of interchange with each other and the steamships,
ought not to be lost.

In view of the reasons as above stated, and the fact that the
Commonwealth has now a clean offer of one million dollars
for this land from parties of undoubted ability, and that
there is no positive offer given by the New York and New
England Railroad Company, but that the committee’s report
grants them the refusal of this land for June 1, 1880, with-
out any obligation on their part to take the land should the
bill prevail, we recommend that the State should withhold
the sale of the twenty-five acre lot from the New York and
New England Railroad Company, and that the authorized
agents of the State should proceed with the sale to the asso-
ciation referred to that have made the positive offer of one
million dollars.

C. M. WINCH,
SAMUEL SNOW.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.

AN ACT
To enable the New York and New England Railroad

Company to Acquire Land of the Commonwealth at
South Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The New York and New England
2 Railroad Company may acquire that tract or parcel
3 of land belonging to the Commonwealth situated in
4 that part of the city of Boston called South Boston,
5 and bounded north-easterly by Eastern Avenue,
6 south-easterly by B Street, southerly by land of
7 Joseph W. Clark and land of said railroad company,
8 westerly by land of said railroad company, and north-
-9 westerly by land of said railroad company and land

10 of the Boston Wharf Company, subject to all rights
11 which the Boston and Albany Railroad Company has

12 or may have therein, under any contracts heretofore
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13 made upon the terms and conditions following:
14 namely, said New York and New England Railroad
15 Company shall pay for said tract or parcel the sum
16 of one hundred and eight thousand one hundred and
17 sixty-five dollars into the treasury of the Common-'
18 wealth, of which twenty-one thousand six hundred
19 and thirty-three dollars shall be paid on or before the
20 first day of July next, and the remaining eighty-six
21 thousand five hundred and thirty-two dollars on or
22 before the first day of July in the year eighteen
23 hundred and ninety, with interest thereon payable
24 semi-annually, at the rate of four per centum per
25 annum ; and in the event that any portion of said
26 tract or parcel shall be held or acquired before the
27 final payment herein provided by the Boston and
28 Albany Railroad Company under any of the con-
-29 tracts aforesaid, there shall be deducted from the
30 purchase money then unpaid by the New York and
31 New England Railroad Company under the pro-
-32 visions of this act an amount equal to twenty cents
33 per square foot for the area so held or acquired ;

34 within two years from the passage of this act, said
35 parcel of land shall be filled by said New York and
36 New England Railroad Company to grade thirteen,
37 with material dredged from the harbor, and all
38 dredging for such filling shall be to such depth and
39 at such localities as shall be directed by the harbor
40 and land commissioners.

1 Sect. 2. Said New York and New England
2 Railroad Company may, subject to said rights of the
3 Boston and Albany Railroad Company, occupy and



4 improve said tract or parcel of land for all purposes
5 for which said New York and New England Rail-
-6 road Company is established, so long as all payments
7 which shall become due under the provisions of this
8 act shall be made as herein provided ; and upon the
9 payment of said entire sum of one hundred and

10 eight thousand one hundred and sixty-five dollars,
11 with the interest thereon as the same shall become
12 due, shall receive from the Commonwealth a deed
13 of said tract or parcel, subject to said rights of the
14 Boston and Albany Railroad Company, executed and
15 approved as provided by law for deeds of other
16 lands of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. If said New York and New England
2 Railroad Company shall locate its railroad across
3 Eastern Avenue, it shall construct, maintain, and
4 operate said railroad across said avenue subject to
5 all the requirements of law, and to such conditions
6 and restrictions as may be imposed by the board of
7 aldermen of the city of Boston and the board of
8 railroad commissioners. And no railroad tracks shall
9 be maintained across Eastern Avenue after the ter-

-10 mination of the existing lease of Commonwealth
11 land to said New York and New England Railroad
12 Company, unless approved in writing by the said
13 board of aldermen and by the railroad commis-
-14 sioners.

1 Sect. 4. Any railroad company may, for the pur-
-2 pose of connecting with any land at South Boston,
3 now owned by the Commonwealth, enter upon the

12 NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND R.R. [Apr.
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4 location of the New York and New England Rail-
-5 way Company, and connect with and use with its
6 own motive power the tracks of said New York and
7 New England Railroad Company, between the point
8 of connection and such land in such manner and
9 upon such terms and conditions as the railroad com-

-10 missioners shall prescribe and permit, and may at its
11 own expense construct branch tracks leading from
12 said New York and New England Railroad to any
13 land now owned by the Commonwealth at South
14 Boston, subject to the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 5. The rights of the New York and New
2 England Railroad Company to purchase the said
3 pai’cel of land as provided in section one, shall not
4 accrue to said company unless it shall, after the pas-
-5 sage of this act, and before July one, eighteen hun-
-6 dred and eighty, file in the office of the secretary of
7 the Commonwealth its acceptance in writing of this
8 act, and its agreement to take said land and pay for
9 the same as in said section one is provided.








