
HOUSE No. 309.

House op Rbpkesentatives, April 19, 1880.

Report Of The Committee on Finance. i, to whom was referred the
Bill in relation to the Northern Avenue Bridge (Senate
Doc. No. 66) in Boston, have considered the subject referred
to them, and report as follows, viz :

The Bill in question authorizes the Harbor and Land Com-
missioners, with the approval of the Governor and Council,
to construct the bridge across Fort Point Channel in exten-
sion of Northern Avenue, referred to in the contract of four
parts, between the Commonwealth, the Boston and Albany
Railroad Co., the Boston Wharf Co. and the city of Boston,
dated the twenty-fourth day of June, in the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-three, and with the said approval, to
authorize any purchaser or lessee of land of the Common-
wealth, at South Boston, to construct said bridge.

The said contract contemplates the building, by the city
of Boston, on certain conditions, of a substantial and expen-
sive bridge, safe and convenient for the public travel. The
object of transferring to the Commissioners the power vested
in the city of Boston in relation to said bridge, does not
appear upon the face of the Bill, nor in the report of the
Committee on Harbors and Public Lands, which accompanies
and recommends it. But the authority of the Commission-
ers is limited to such a bridge as the said contract contem-
plates, which would cost at least two hundred and fd'ty
or three hundred thousand dollars, without counting the
expense of the purchase of the land that would be needed
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for the necessary support, and also for convenient access to
the bridge, at its northern terminus.

At the hearing before the Finance Committee, it was
stated in behalf of the Commissioners that it was not
probable that the bridge would be built by them, but that
the. power *to do it, or to authorize others to do it, would
enable them to make more satisfactory terms in their nego-
tiations for the sale or disposition of the flats of the Com-
monwealth. It was apparent, that, in asking foF this Bill,
the object was not so much to establish a public highway to
meet the exigencies of public travel, and which of neces-
sity would be, to some extent, an obstruction to another
public highway, viz: Fort Port Channel, as to obtain an
authority which might result in the accomplishment of an
object, to which the bridge would be a mere incident.

It was also stated at the hearing, that it was uncertain
whether it would be expedient to build a solid and substan-
tial bridge, or one of a temporary character, of comparatively
moderate cost, and intended only for the private use of
those persons interested in the flats of the Commonwealth.

In view of the indefiniteness of the purposes of the Commis-
sioners, as disclosed at the hearing, and of the objections
that would naturally arise to the granting of such powers as
the Bill confers, in the judgment of the Committee on
Finance, it is inexpedient that the Bill should be enacted;
they therefore report that it ought not to pass.

For the Committee,

E. F. STONE, Chairman.






