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Executive Department, Boston, April 2, 1880.

To the House of Representatives:

I have the honor herewith to transmit for the consideration
of the General Court, a copy of a communication from the
Hon. William A. Courtenay of Charleston, S.C., chairman
of the committee of arrangements for the Cowpens Centen-
nial Celebration, proposing a plan for the co-operation of the
Thirteen Original States in erecting a commemorative column
on the battle-field.

JOHN D. LONG.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.

Mayor’s Office, Charleston, S.C., March, 17, 1880.

To his Excellency John D. Long, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

Your Excellency, —As chairman of the Committee of
arrangements for the Cowpens Centennial, I have the
honor to transmit an official communication which will
present to your attention, and I trust to your favor, our
plans for the coming anniversary.

The large outlay for this proposed Centennial Commemora-
tion will be provided by the citizens of South Carolina, but
it is particularly desired that the Old Thirteen States of the
Union, through their Executives, make a contribution specifi-
cally to the cost of the memorial column, and thus identify
their people with this permanent memorial on South Carolina
soil to the victors in this important and decisive battle for
American Independence.

For the sole purpose of the identification of your State
with the erection of this granite column, I am asked to sug-
gest to you that the small sum of two hundred and fifty
O J

dollars (8250) be subscribed for this National Work; the
thought being to name an amount so small, that there would
be no disability in making the contribution, and thus unite
the Original States in the old bonds of fraternity and union.

The purpose of the Committee is to make a record of this
unity of the States in the erection of this memorial, on the col-
umn itself, and the assent of each at an early day will further
our monumental plans. I beg also, most respectfully, to add
that it is desired and expected that your Excellency will
honor the coming occasion with your presence.
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In the programme of the day there will be expected a
Speaker from the New England States, ond from the Middle
States, and one from the Southern States. The selection
from the New England States, the Governors of Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, will
be requested to make.

At this early day it is only necessary to add that you will
be warmly welcomed in South Carolina, and that His Excel-
lency, the Governor of South Carolina, is deeply interested
in having a successful and happy re-union on the 17th Janu-
ary, 1881, at Spartanburg, S.C., and will, in person, welcome
you to our Commonwealth.

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant,

(Signed), WM. A. COURTENAY,
Chairman.




