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The Committee have made as thorough and careful an
inspection of the prisons of the State as has been practicable
in the time at their disposal, omitting only two or three of
the smaller counties, to reach which would have involved
the loss of too much time. The results of our investigations
have been partially embodied in the matters upon which we
have from time to time reported, and which have received
the attention of the Legislature.

Although there- is ample room for improvement, the con-
dition of the county prisons is generally good. The care of
the prisoners is, as a rule, humane ; no just cause of com-
plaint reached us, except in a few instances. The prisoners
are well fed, well clothed, and, in most of the counties, com-
fortably, though not luxuriantly, lodged.

In some of the counties, partly on account of their local
position and partly by reason of a lack of business capacity
in the masters or keepers of the prisons, there is a want of
good management in regard to the employment of prisoners.
This suggests the desirability of a different system of selec-
tion of the officers of those institutions than that now* in
force. These officers should be selected by some independ-
ent tribunal, having no political or social reasons governing
their choice and biasing their judgment. Only under such
conditions can we expect the best results and the highest
efficiency.

The legislation of the present session of the Legis-
lature includes several important measures touching the
treatment of criminals. Among these are laws changing
the statute in relation to sentences to the State Prison, so
that convicts having several sentences aggregating three
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years may be sentenced there; authorizing the employment
of sentenced convicts in jails; providing that no female
convict shall he sentenced to the Reformatory Prison for
Women for a less term than one year; providing for the
appointment of probation officers in the several cities and
towns; authorizing the Commissioners of Prisons to bind
out to domestic service female convicts from the county
prisons; changing the punishment for drunkenness; chang-
ing the methods of committing convicts to the State Prison,O O

■

and several minor bills making changes in matters of detail.
o O

The bill reported by this Committee, providing for the estab-
lishment of a reformatory for male prisoners, is now pending
in the House, having passed the Senate by a large majority.

The Old State Prison at Charlestown.
The Committee visited the old prison Jan. 21. It is at

present under the charge of Hon. Gideon Haynes, ex-warden.
The prison property includes the old prison, workshops, and
twelve acres of land, together with the dwelling-houses
which consist of fourteen tenements, which were formerly
used by the employes of the prison.

The income from the prison property at the present time
is between $5,000 and $6,000. The Committee found the
workshops were being rented for $2,000 per annum to the
Tucker Manufacturing Company, who were sub-letting shops
for a rental of $6,500, besides retaining six shops for their
own use. The leases can be cancelled at any time, by the
Governor and Council at three months’ notice. The atten-
tion of the Governor and Council was called to this fact of
the shops being rented at too small a figure, and they
promptly notified the lessees that their lease would be can-
celled in three months unless more satisfactory terms could
be made. No immediate repairs are needed.

Suffolk County Jail, Boston, Jan. 21,' 1880.
The Committee visited this institution on Jan. 21. It is

used for the detention of prisoners awaiting trial, persons
confined for non-payment of costs, for witnesses and poor
debtors. It still retains its excellent reputation under
management of Sheriff Clark and Keeper Bradley. The
alterations of a year ago in the drainage, and the greatly
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improved facilities for emptying and cleaning the night
buckets, in a building in the jail yard, separate and removed
from the Jail, have been of great benefit, keeping the ventila-
tion sweet, and so far as possible, in this direction, insuring
good health.

There are 220 cells, 192 for males and 28 for females; and
in addition to these are 14 rooms about three times larger
in length and breadth than the 220 cells, which would each
accommodate from one to four prisoners. Also, in the outer
jail building in the yard, 6 cells for prisoners (including
2 solitary cells) for use when necessary, and 3 padded
rooms for the insane and those afflicted with delirium tre-
mens. The cells average 10 feet in height, 11 feet in length,
and 8 feet in width.

The food is good and wholesome, and gives satisfaction
both in quantity and quality.

The physicians in charge are Samuel A. Green, M.D., and
John H. McCollom, M.D.; and the health of the prisoners is
good, only one prisoner being in hospital.

The number of prisoners in Jail'at date of visit was, total
151, —males, 124; females, 27. During the year there have
been committed 2,489 prisoners, 2,099 males and 390 fe-
males. Average number during the year 152, as against last
year 162. Largest number at any one time, 200; smallest
number, 114.

There is no permanent library, the reading matter being
contributed without expense.

The labor of the prisoners consists of all the necessary
work of the Jail, cooking, washing, whitewashing and paint-
ing. The cost per day for each prisoner is ‘62-sfy cents, in-
cluding salaries and all expenses, except repairs.

Prisoners are allowed religious teachers of their own
faith or desire. The chaplain visits the Jail daily, ministers
to the religious desires of the prisoners, visits their families
when desired or deemed advisable. During the past seven
years the average number has decreased from 224 to the
average of last year 152, the smallest average for twenty-
five years. During the past year the building has been
painted inside and out by the labor of the prisoners, the
expense being for material only. The Jail is a model of
neatness and good order.
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Suffolk County House of Correction, South Boston.
The Committee’s visit to this institution was made on

Jan. 21, at which time there were 489 prisoners, 420 males,
69 females. Number of prisoners during the year, males,
1,131; females, 323. Average number during the year 520,
against 606 last Largest number at one time, 590;
smallest, 466.

The prison is in charge of Mr. M. Y. B. Berry, a very
skilful and efficient manager, the prison and grounds being
found in very excellent condition. They cover 8 acres.
The deputy-master is Mr. William A. Child; the chaplain,
Rev. Joseph H. Clinch, D.D.; and the physician, Clement
A. Walker, M.D.

The hospital, which is in the yard of the institution, is neat
and well ventilated and contained 38 patients.

The labor of the prisoners is the manufacture of clothing
and slippers, and the amount received per day for those on
contract, is 50 cents. The actual cost per day for maintain-
ing prisoners, deducting income, is 20 cents.

The cells are 6 feet 9 inches high, 6 feet 8 inches long,
3 feet 5 inches wide, and are excellently ventilated.

The library contains 2,400 volumes, the finest prison library
in the State.

The worship is both Catholic and Protestant. Three-
fourths of the prisoners attend the former in the forenoon and
one-fourth the latter in the afternoon.

The facilities for cooking are excellent, 20 barrels of flour
being consumed each week.

The institution is a credit to the county and the officers.

Deer Island, Jan. 22, 1880.
The Committee visited the Boston Reformatory Institu-

tion on the 22d of January. We found in the .House of
Reformation 138 prisoners, —ll9 males, 19 females. Average
number during the year, 173; last year, 204. Largest num-
ber, 204; smallest number, 140. In the House of Industry,
607 prisoners, 477 males, 130 females. During the year
there have been 4,665 male and 1,437 female prisoners. Av-
erage number during the year, 629; last year, 593. Largest



1880.] HOUSE —No. 888. 7

number, 759; smallest number, 520. There are 410 cells,
evenly divided for male and female prisoners. These cells
are 6 feet 7 inches high, 7 feet 3 inches long, and 3 feet 8
inches wide, and are very clean and well ventilated. Dur-
ing the year a brick extension, 50 by 50 and 4 stories in
height has been built. At the Truant School we found 159
prisoners, all males. Average number during the year, 163;
last year, 151. Largest number, 173 ; smallest number, 141.
In the House of Industry there are 300 extra beds, many of
which are constantly in use, the number of inmates being in
excess of cell accommodations. The men who are sent
here are employed at stone-cutting, working on the farm,
taking care of stock, barns, piggery, &c., and in various kinds
of mechanical labor, such as shoemaking, tailoring, carpenter-
ing, &c. The women are employed in and about the insti-
tution in the manufacture of clothing, and in cooking,
washing, ironing, mending, &c. The library contains 200
volumes, and religious services are held, both Protestant
and Catholic.

In the House of Reformation there is a library of 600
volumes, and in the Truant School a library of 400 volumes.
It costs 28 cents per day, net, to maintain each prisoner.

These institutions are under the charge of Mr. G. C.
Underwood, who has shown himself a competent and effi-
cient manager. Much credit is also due to the Rev. J. W.
Dadmun, the chaplain and superintendent of schools.

East Cambridge Jail and House of Correction,
Jan. 23, 1880.

This is one of the best managed prisons in the State, finan-
cially, being the only prison which pays a profit to the
county. It is under the charge of Charles J. Adams, who
for a long term of years has been its master and keeper.
The prisoners are employed in brush-making for the benefit
of the county, the officers of the prison conducting the busi-
ness. The total receipts for the year from the labor of pris-
oners was $26,734.27, and the total expenses of the prison
were $25,560.69, leaving a surplus to the county of 11,173.58.

At the date of our visit there were in all 370 prisoners,-
325 males and 45 females. Of these, 39 males and 7 females
were in Jail, the balance in House of Correction. During the
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year there have been 1,544 male and 168 female prisoners.
Average number during the year, 326|||; last year, 334yi.
Largest number at any time, 389; smallest number, 291.
Average number in Jail who remain idle, 29s2goj.0j. There are
421 cells, 343 for males and 78 for females. These cells are

feet high, 7 feet long, 3| feet wide in the House of Cor-
rection; and in the Jail 10 feet high, 10 feet long, 6.|- feet
wide. The amount received for each prisoner per day is
22.3, and the cost per day for each prisoner is 21.4.

The worship is Protestant and Catholic alternately. The
land covered by building and otherwise is 2 acres. There is
a library of 400 books. The is John B. Taylor,
M.D., and the chaplain Rev. D. McFall. The food is excel-
lent in quality and liberal in quantity, the bedding good and
clean, and the prisoners are well cared for.

Salem Jail, Jan. 27, 1880.
This is the oldest jail in the State, and, with one excep-

tion, the poorest. It was built in 1818. It is entirely lack-
ing in all the requirements of a modern prison, and has
twice been indicted by grand juries; but notwithstanding
this, and the fact that prison committees of past legislatures
have called attention to it, no improvements have been made.
It should be demolished, and a new and more modern prison
built in its place. The cells are large, being 20 in number
(2 of them solitary), the largest being 20 feet 6 inches in
length, 10 feet 4 inches in width, and 7 feet 7 inches in
height: and the smallest 10 feet long, 9 feet 8 inches wide,
8 feet 9 inches high. In each cell are from 6to 10 prisoners.
The only means of warming the cells is by a stove in the
corridor, and prisoners complained of the cold. There are
no means of lighting, except a single burner on the lower
corridor. The ventilation is very bad. There is no hospital,
and sick prisoners are obliged to be kept in the cells with
the well. At the time of our visit we found 70 prisoners,—
65 males and 5 females. Average number during the year, 41 ;

last year 52|. Largest number during the year, 72; smallest
number, 11. There is no library, and no labor for the prison-
ers, except cleaning, &c. The Jail is in charge of Mr.
George E. Stamford, with Lewis A. Manning as second
officer, and Charles A. Carlton, M.D., as physician, and Rev.
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Charles E. Barnes as chaplain. The worship is Protestant.
The Jail is kept clean and orderly, and presents as good an
appearance as could be expected under the circumstances.
The only remedy is a new jail.

Ipswich House op Correction, Jan. 28, 1880.
The Committee inspected this prison on Jan. 28. Con-

nected with the House of Correction is a receptacle for
the insane. The prison has been badly overcrowded for
several years during the winter months. Vagrants and com-
mitments for simple drunks crowd the prison with a large
number over and above the proper accommodations. At the
time of our visit there were 145 male and 11 female prison-
ers. During the year there have been 605 male and 69 female
prisoners. Average number during the year 1879 was 109.
In 1878, average number, 102.

Largest number was in December 1879, 168. Smallest
number in May 1879, 72. There are 84 cells for males and
84 for females. These cells are 6 feet 11 inches high, 7 feet 2
inches long, 3 feet 6 inches wide. In the insane department
there were at date of visit 44 male and 23 female patients.
Average number, 63 The labor of prisoners is shoemak-
ing on contract to George W. Clapp, for which 15 cents per
day is received for each man.

The cost per day for maintaining each prisoner is 30.6.
The whole cost for support of prisoners and insane for
1879 was $19,285.61, and total income from all sources was
$13,657.54, leaving net expense for the year_$5,628.07. The
insane department being self supporting, the entire deficit
should be charged to the prison. Protestant services are
held every Sunday, and Catholic services at the pleasure of
the Catholic Clergy. There is a library of 400 books. The
prison is in charge of Dr. Y. G. Hurd who is also its physi-
cian. The outside officer is J. J. Philbrook and the inside
officer J. H. Blake, with John Pike, M.D. as chaplain.

Newburyport Jail, Jan. 28, 1880.

This Jail, built in 1825, is the fourth oldest in the State,
and as a relic of barbarism deserves to be destroyed. There
is no ventilation, the air in the cells and corridors being unfit
for any human being to breathe.
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It contains 7 cells, each 9 feet high, 10 feet long and 9 feet
wide, into which are put at times, five and six persons to a
cell. At the time of our visit there were 14prisoners, males,
18, females, 1. The average number during the year was 14;
last year, 13Largest number, 42; smallest number, 5.
There is no labor required of prisoners, and the cost per day
for each prisoner is 52 cents. The bedding is old and dirty,
and the attention of the county commissioners should he
called to this fact. There is a library of 50 volumes. Reli-
gious services are held by clergymen of the city. There is
no hospital or separate room for the sick. If a prisoner is sick
he is kept in the same cell with the other prisoners; sick and
well together. There ought, also, to be cells provided for
female prisoners apart from the

(
males. The committee find

no fault with the keeper, Mr. Charles S. Ayers. He is doing
all in his power to keep the prison clean and sweet, which is
almost impossible, owing to the construction of the Jail.

Dedham Jail and House of Coeeection, Jan. 29, 1880.

The Committee visited this prison on the 29th of January,
and found it one of the best managed county institutions of
the State, and a model of discipline and neatness, under the
charge of Sheriff Rufus C. Wood, with Henry White as deputy.
The kitchen and laundry are deserving of special notice, both
being large, and fitted with all modern improvements, and
very clean. Clothing for the prisoners is all made bjr the
inmates. The bedding very clean, and the beds well filled.
The labor of the prisoners is cane-seating chairs, for which
the county receives 11 cents per day. The cost of maintaining
prisoners per day is cents, including those in Jail who
do not work. At the time of our visit we found total num-
ber of prisoners was 150, males, 145, females, 5. Of this
number 24 males were in Jail. During the year the total
number was 635, males, 609, females, 26. Average number
during the year, 106 ; last year, 107. Largest number, 162;
smallest number, 74.

There are 112 cells, —72 for males and 40 for females. Most
of the women’s cells are occupied by males during the winter.

The cells for males are 8£ feet high, 8 feet long, and 8 teet

wide ; for females 7 feet high, 7 feet long, and 4 feet wide,
and are all well ventilated and very clean. Me found no
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prisoners in the hospital. The physician is Dr. John W.
Chase, and the chaplain Rev. C. B. Smith. The library con-
tains 100 volumes. United States prisoners are confined in
this prison.

La whence Jail and House op Correction, Feb. 2, 1880.
The Committee visited this prison on the above date and

found it in very good order; cells and corriders being con-
stantly whitened, the drainage and ventilation good, and an
entire absence of the odor so common to prisons.

There are 131 cells, 113 for males and 18 for females.
These are 11 feet high, 8 feet long, and 8 feet wide. In the
present crowded state of the prison a portion of the women’s
cells are used for men. The labor of the prisoners' is the
manufacture of shoes and labor about the prison. The
amount received for each prisoner on shoe work is 15 cents
per day, and the cost of maintainance 20 cents per day net,
including all jail prisoners who do not Work.

The number of prisoners at the time of our visit was 214.
Of these 17 males and 3 females were in Jail, and 175 males
and 19 females in House of Correction. During the year
there have been 1,328 male and 1« female prisoners.
Largest number at any time, 230; smallest number, 167.
There is a library of 400 volumes. Regular Protestant ser-
vices are held every Sunday morning, followed by Sunday
School and singing service for all who desire to attend.
Catholic services are held occasionally at the convenience of
the Catholic clergy.

The kitchen is large and convenient, and the food of ex-
cellent quality; a large steam laundry and drying room con-
nects with the kitchen. The bath rooms are large and in
compartments. The prison is a credit to the county, in
respect to cleanliness, ventilation, good order and discipline.
It is in charge of Horatio G. Herrick, master and keeper,
with John P. Bradstreet as second officer, George W. Sargent
M.D., as physician.

Lowell Jail, Feb. 3, 1880.
The Committee visited this Jail on Feb. 3. It is in

every respect a model jail, for neatness, cleanliness, and good
order. Cells are well ventilated, bedding good and clean.
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Most of the inmates are held awaiting trial, and have no em-
ployment except keeping the Jail clean. The food is of ex-
cellent quality, and the prisoners are well treated. In each
cell is a receptacle for buckets when not in use. The boilers
for heating and cooking are old and should be replaced by
new ones.

At the time of our visit there were in Jail, 42 males and
20 females. The average number during the year was 43.
Largest number, 77: smallest number, 27. There are 71 cells,
—54 for males, 16 for females, and for hospital use 1. There
is a library of 109 volumes. The cost of maintaining pris-
oners per day is 39 cents. The worship is Protestent with
Catholic services if desired.

The cells are 10 feet high, 10 feet long, and 6 feet wide.
The amount of land covered by buildings and otherwise is
248,904 square feet. The Jail is in charge of deputy sheriff
Henry G. Cushing, with Isaac B. Pendergrast as second
officer, Franklin Nickerson, M.D., as physician, and Thomas
Haworth as chaplain.

Worcester Jail axd House of Correction, Feb. 6, 1880.

The Committee visited this institution on the above date,
and find that it maintains its reputation as one of the best
prisons in the State. The ventilation is excellent, the walls
and cells scrupulously clean, and the best of order and dis-
cipline maintained.

The bath-room contains 16 tubs, aiid the bathing facilities
excellent. The bread was of excellent quality, and the pris-
oners are well fed. The prison is in charge of Sheriff A. B.
R. Sprague, with A. F. Earle as second officer, Rufus Wood-
ward, M.D., as physician, and Rev. William T. Sleeper as
chaplain.

At the date of our visit there were in all 172 prisoners,—
165 males and 7 females. Of these 9 were in Jail, the bal-
ance in House of Correction, with 1 in hospital. During
the year there have been 1,089 male prisoners and 84 female
prisoners. Average number during the year, 164|||. Last
year, 181.jl.,3.. Largest number at one time, 214; smallest
number, 127. There is no library for the prisoners, a fact to
be regretted. The labor of the prisoners consists of chair-
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seating. The cost of maintaining each prisoner per day is
S9J cents. This includes all sums expended on the property.
The worship is Protestant, every Sunday afternoon, with
Catholic every other Sunday morning.

The chapel is one of the neatest and best arranged in the
State. Instruction is given to prisoners at the expense of the
county, instead of being provided by contractors as in most
prisons. There should be some change in the solitary cells,
which are not such as are required.

The Reformatory Prison foe Women at Sheeborn.
The Committee visited this prison on Feb. 7. It is in

charge of Mrs. Eudora C. Atkinson as superintendent, with
Mr. H. A. Stevens as treasurer and steward, Miss Lucy M.
Hall as physician, and Miss Susan P. Harrold as chaplain.
The experiment of reforming depraved and abandoned women
is partially successful. The officers have labored under the
disadvantage of having women convicted for all crimes, and
on long and short sentences, indiscriminately associated to-
gether. The experiment of binding women out to service
during a portion of their term of imprisonment has been
successful, only one or two having been returned to the
prison. The careful training which the inmates receive, both
moral and religious, is shown by the habits of order and
neatness which they exhibit. The Legislature of last year
appropriated $13,000 for sewage purposes, which was ex-
pended under the supervision of the prison commission. The
system adopted is known as the Waring system. The result
of this has been to throw all the sewage upon land not a
thousand feet from the prison. The land is swampy, so much
so that it does not absorb its own moisture, with a subsoil of
clay which prevents the sewage matter from being absorbed ;

in consequence of which it stands upon the surface of the
land, producing at times a fearful stench, which is the cause
of much sickness, both among prisoners and officers. Some
plan should be immediately devised to remedy this, and the
work done by a practical engineer. The Committee found
the prison in good order, cells large and roomy, ventilation
perfect, the water apparatus excellent, and the steam-heating
apparatus working admirably. The roof leaks in some places
owing to imperfect work in building. A large laundry and
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drying room in the basement earns about $lOO per month in
laundry work. During the past year a large refrigerator has
been built. There is a large and pleasant chapel, in which
botli Protestant and Catholic services are held. The hospi-
tal is the largest and best arranged of any prison hospital in
the State, and at the time of our visit contained a number of
patients. The hospital contains many patients all the time,
a great deal of sickness being produced by the imperfect
drainage.

At the date of our visit there were 361 prisoners ; of these
9 were indentured, and lin insane asylum. Average num-
ber of prisoners during the year, 409. Largest number at one
time, 485 ; smallest number, 349. The total number of cells
are 309; in one wing these are plastered. The size of cells is
9 feet 3 inches in height, 11 feet in length, and 6 feet in
width.

The labor consists of knitting by machine, making shirts
and laundry work. The average amount received for labor
per day for each prisoner is 10 cents, and the cost of main-
tenance 39 cents per dayn

A variety of causes have operated to the disadvantage of
the institution, and we are not yet prepared to give an opin-
ion whether it is destined to fully perform the work so confi-
dently anticipated when it was founded. In many of the
details connected with its original construction and early
administration it was peculiarly unfortunate, but from the
results of these mistakes the institution now seems to be in
some measure recovering. The establishment of the prison
originated in a beneficient and humane purpose, and we'
invoke for it the charitable judgment and earnest co-opera-
tion of citizens and magistrates who believe in the practica-
bility of reforming the unfortunate class for whose benefit it. O

was designed.

New Bedford Jail and House op Correction,
Feb. 10, 1880.

■ This institution is in charge of Mr. Charles D. Burt. The
House of Correction is well kept, and cleanly,— a model of
neatness: the walls white, floors clean, and beds and bedding
clean and in good order. The- prisoners in the House of
Correction are engaged in the manufacture of shoes for the



1880.] HOUSE —No. 388, 15

county, and not under contract as in most other prisons,
dor the year ending Sept. 30, 1879, 125 male prisoners
earned 20|- cents per clay for 308 working days. Amount
returned as earnings to Sept. 30th, $7,900.35.

1 rotestant religious services are held every' Sabbatli morn-
ing by the chaplain, Rev. I. H. Coe. The women are kept
in a separate wing of the prison, and engaged in knitting,
repairing clothing, &c.

At the date oi our visit there were in the House of Cor-
rection 109 male prisoners and 14 female; in Jail, 4 males.
During the year there have been 538 male and 124 female
prisoners. Average number in House of Correction, males,

females, Last year: males, 137-^; females,
20 i¥o- Jail average this year, 5.04; last year, 6.24. Largest
number of males in House of Correction, 186; smallest
number, 120. Largest number of males in Jail, 26. Largest
number of females in Jail, 26; smallest number, 10.

The Jail is an old but very strong building, and kept very
neat. It lacks, however, the modern improvements for
ventilation, &c.

There are in the old prison 38 cells and 2 solitary. In
the new part, 72 cells for males and 42 for females, with 2
solitary, and 2 for hospital rooms. Cells average 7 feet high,
1 2 feet long, and 4f feet wide.

The hospital consists of two large rooms, well ventilated
and clean, containing two males at the time of our visit.

The cost of maintaining prisoners per day is 43y0- cents.
The prison and grounds cover about two acres. There

have been no alterations the past year.
The food is of good quality and prisoners have enough to

eat, meat being issued twice a day.
The physician is Henry Johnson, M.D., and the second

officer is Mr. Thomas Nickerson, whose books were a model
of neatness and well kept.

Plymouth Jail, Feb. 23, 1880.
This institution comprises two buildings, one an old jail

constructed in 1828 and not now in use ; the other building,
a more modern structure, built of brick, contains 33 cells,
each 7 feet 6j inches high, 8 feet 3 inches long, and 4 feet
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6| inches wide, which are poorly ventilated. The land
covered by buildings and otherwise comprises one-fourth of
an acre.

There were at date of visit 34 prisoners, —33 males and
1 female; 5 were in Jail and 29 in House of Correction.
The labor of prisoners is shoe-work on contracts made by
County Commissioners. The cost of maintaining each prh-
oner per day is Icents. The average number of prisoners
for the year was 29; last the same. The largest num-
ber at one time, 44; smallest number, 20. The ventilation
of the prison and drainage is very poor. There is a library
of 50 volumes.

The prison is in charge of A. K. Harmon, with P. B. Har-
mon as turnkey and Edward Hathaway as chaplain. The
worship is Protestant.

Bristol 'County Jail, Taunton, Feb. 24,1880.
This Jail is in charge of Isaac G. Carrier, with Isaac G.

Carrier, jun., as turnkey, Dr. Norman Paige as physician,
and Rev. H. L. Emery as chaplain. At the time of our visit,
Feb. 24, it contained 52 prisoners, —4l males, 11 females.
The average number during the year has been 52. Largest
number at one time, 66 ; smallest number, 86. There are 58
cells for males and 10 for females. These are 10 feet high,
9 feet 6 inches long, and 7 feet 6 inches wide, and are clean
and remarkably well ventilated. There is no labor for pris-
oners, they being held for trial or on short sentences. The
cost per day for maintaining prisoners is 47 cents. The
worship is Protestant with Catholic in case of sickness if
desired by any inmate. The land belonging to the prison
comprises two acres. The Jail is very clean and in good
order. A ventilator for the solitary cells, an invention of
the second officer, is worthy of imitation, and should be
adopted by every jail for its solitary cells.

State Workhouse, Bridgewater, March 1, 1880.
This institution was visited on March 1. It is in charge

of Capt. Nahum Leonard as superintendent, with J. W.
Hannum as acting assistant superintendent, Dr. Edward
Sawyer as physician, and Rev. Joseph Jenks as chaplain.
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This institution contains both criminals and paupers. The
inmates sleep in large dormitories instead of cells. There
are, however, 20 cells and 4 rooms for refractory prisoners
and insane. The building and grounds are kept in fine-
order, and neatness and cleanliness are observed throughout
the institution. The inmates are employed in various ways:
at farm work, seating chairs, harness-making, shoe work,
sewing, laundry work, &c. Others, when not thus em-
ployed, are kept at school. $l,OOO per year is received on
contract for all labor that can be spared from other work.

The cost for maintaining each inmate is $2.37 per week.
The library contains 500 volumes. Both Protestant and
Catholic services are sustained. The farm consists of 200
acres, most of which is cultivated. At the time of our
visit there were 259 prisoners, and 73 paupers and discharged
prisoners. During the year 509 males and 102 females and
46 discharged prisoners. Average number during the year,
309; last year, 302. Largest number, 443 ; smallest number,
225. In hospital at time of our visit, 13 males, 12 females.

Springfield Jail and House op Correction,
March 10, 1880.

This prison is entirely inadequate to the wants of the
county, and should be replaced by a new one at once. Built
on the side of a hill, the walls are damp, more especially on
the side occupied by females. There are 144 cells. The
cells and walls are not as clean as they ought to be, and show
the need of whitewash. The cells are 6 feet 8 inches high,
8 feet long, 4 feet 6 inches wide. The bedding is fair in'
quality, and the bed-clothing was not as clean as it should
be. Without exception the prisoners complained of the
poor quality and scant allowance of the food. The labor is
harness-making by contract, for which was received last
year the sum of $2,820.21. The cost per day for maintain-
ing eacli prisoner is 18 cents, while the amount received per
day for each prisoner’s work was 5 cents per day to July 1,
1879, and after that 12 cents per day. At the time of our
visit there were 108 male and 7 female prisoners. Of these,
15 were in Jail, the balance in House of Correction. During
the year there has been 843 male and 139 female prisoners.
Average number, 149JA ; last year, 147 AL. Largest number,
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203; smallest number, 98. Protestant services are held
every Sabbath. The prison is in charge of Addison M.
Bradley as keeper, H. H. Carter as deputy, William B. Miller
as physician, and Rev. William Rice as chaplain. The land
belonging to the prison comprises 83,642 feet.

Hampshire County Jail and House op Correction,
Northampton.

The Committee visited this prison on March 10. The
master and keeper is Henry A. Longley, sheriff of Hamp-
shire County, with Robert L. Bridgman as turnkey, and Dr.
Gaylord as physician.

There is no chaplain, but religious services are conducted
by laymen. There are 88 cells, —66 for males, and 22 for
females. These are 9 feet high, 8 feet long, and 4 feet 6 inches
wide, and are clean and well ventilated. The labor of
prisoners consists in making halters and blanket trimmings,
for which is received 11J cents for each prisoner per day.
About $9OO was received for labor last year. The cost for
maintaining each prisoner is 21 cents per day. At the date
of our visit there were 50 prisoners, 49 males and 1 female;
of these 12 were in Jail. Average number through the year,
39. Largest number, 58 : smallest number, 27. The land be-
longing to the prison consists of If acres. No alterations
have been made the past year, but some change is needed in
the method of heating, which is now done by stove; steam-
heating apparatus should be introduced.

Pittsfield Jail and House of Correction,
March 11, 1880.

This prison is in charge of Sheriff G. A. Root with
Lebbeus Scott as deputy jailer, and M. E. Jones, M.D., as
physician. The walls are clean, but the bedding poor and
bed-clothing scant, and not very clean. The food is whole-
some and served in plenty. The kitchen is large and very
neat. Bathing facilities are poor and should be improved;
only one bath-tub to bathe 105 prisoners. The labor is mak-
ing shoes, for which 19 cents per day is received for each
prisoner. The total receipts last year were $5,187.92, leaving
net expense $9,256.04, and net cost for each man per week
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$1.69. There is a library of 479 volumes. Protestant ser-
vices are held every Sabbath, and Catholic services when de-
sired. There are 119 cells which are 8 feet high, 8 feet long,
and 6 feet wide.

At the time of our visit there were 5 males and 2 females
in Jail, and 96 males and 2 females in House of Correction.
During the year there has been 487 prisoners. Average
number during the year, 104; last year, 105. Largest number
113 ; smallest number, 83.

No alterations are needed, with the present number of
prisoners, but if the number should be increased more cell
room would be required. The land belonging to the prison
comprises 9 acres.

Greenfield Jail and House of Correction,
March 12, 1880.

The Committee visited this prison on March 12, and al-
though small it is a model prison in respect to cleanliness,
good order and discipline. It is in charge of George A.
Kimball, with E. C. White as turnkey, and A. C. Deane as
physician.

There are 32 cells, —24 for males and 8 for females. At
the time of our visit there were 23 males and 1 female, and
in Jail 9 males and 1 female. During the year there have
been 116 males and 16 females. Average number during the
year, 32 ; last year, 17Largest number, 40; smallest
number, 35. The labor of prisoners is seating chairs on con-
tract. The cells are 8 feet high, 8 feet long, 4\ feet wide.
The land belonging to the institution comprises 2 acres.
The arrangements for bathing are not satisfactory and should
be improved. There is no chaplain connected with the prison,
but services are conducted by the Young Men’s Christian
Association. There is no library connected with the prison.

Fitchburg Jail and House of Correction,
March 12, 1880.

The Committee unanimously pronounce this prison in the
best order and condition of any in the State. The cells are
large, high and splendidly ventilated. The arrangements
for bathing are the most perfect, and the whole management
of the prison deserves commendation. It is in charge of Mr.
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Benjamin F. Dwinell as keeper, with Mr. C. E. F. Hayward
as turnkey. The food is good and prisoners are well treated.
At the time of our visit there were 75 prisoners, all males,
whose labor consists of seating chairs, farm work and work
about the prison. For labor of each prisoner on chairs Hi
cents per day is received. The cost of maintaining each
prisoner is 38 cents per day. There are 77 cells for males
and 4 for females. These cells are 8 feet 10 inches high,

O 7

6 feet 10f inches long, 6 feet i inch wide. During the year
there have been 215 prisoners. Average number, 72; the year
before, 81. Largest number, 94 ; smallest number, 56. There
is a library of 525 books. The worship is both Protestant
and Catholic. The chaplain is Rev. C. R. Harding. There
were no prisoner in hospital, the physician being Dr. George
Jewett. The land belonging to the institution comprises 40
acres.

Barnstable Jail and House of Correction.
The Committee were unable to visit this prison, but ob-

tained the following facts from the keeper and master, Mr.
Isaiah C. Inman, on which is based the report, as follows:

On March 8 there were in the House of Correction 13
male and 1 female prisoners; in Jail, none. During the year
there have been 59 male and 4 female prisoners. Average
number during the year, 11; average last year, 6. Largest
number at one time, 21; lowest, 4. There are 19 cells, each
10 feet high, 8 feet long, 7i feet wide. Nothing is received
from labor of prisoners, but they have been employed the
past year in grading the prison grounds. The cost for main-
tenance of each prisoner is 50 cents per day. There is a
library connected with this institution, which comprises 75
volumes. The worship is Protestant, conducted by clergy-
men of the village. The ground covered by buildings and
otherwise is 2 acres. The physician is John M. Smith.

Edgartown Jail.

On account of limited time the Committee did not deem
it advisable to visit this institution, therefor obtained from
the keeper Mr. Francis C. Smith, sheriff of Dukes County,
the following statement showing the number in Jail the past
year, and at the present time. During the year there have
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been confined 16 prisoners; last jmar, 17. Largest number at
one time, 5; smallest number, 1. At the present time Feb.
20,1. This Jail contains 12 cells; dimensions of each, 8 feet
8 inches high, 9 feet long, 6 feet wide. The land belonging
to the Jail comprises 1 acre. There is a library of 12 vol-
umes. Nothing is received for the labor of prisoners. The
cost per day for each prisoner is 50 cents.

Nantucket Jail.

On account of the distance and the small number usually
confined in this Jail, the Committee did not deem it worthy
of a visit, but have obtained the following information from
the master and keeper Rowland Folger. There have been no
persons confined in this institution the past year. Whole
number of cells 4, dimensions of each, as follows: 6 feet 4
inches high, 14 feet long, 9 feet wide. The land belonging
to this prison contains one acre.

State Prison, Concord.
This prison was visited by the Committee, Feb. 4, and

April 19. A longer time would have given opportunity for
a more complete and full report of the management, and an
investigation of the charges of severe discipline and harsh
treatment of the prisoners, which came to our knowledge at
a late date, and which we have reason to believe have some
foundation in fact. It is evident to the Committee that a
more humane and elevated system on the part, of the prison
officers, in the management of the institution, is required to
work out the desired reforms in the minds and morals of the
unfortunate class confined therein.

At the close of the prison year, Sept. 30, 1879, there were
766 prisoners in confinement. During the year there have
been 188 sentenced to the prison. The average number for
the year has been 769-|; last year, 768|-. Largest number at
one time, 788; smallest number, 747. There are 780 cells
which are each 7 feet high, 7 feet long, and 5 feet wide.
The hospital is a large, airy, and pleasant room, 80 feet
square and 28 feet high, and contained 11 patients. There
is an excellent library of 3,500 volumes. The labor of the
prisoners is the manufacture of hats, shoes, mouldings,
brushes and harnesses, for which 41| cents per day is received



for 566 men 204 men being non-producers of income. The
cost per day for maintaining each prisoner is 41| cents.
23 acres of land is enclosed by prison walls, and there are
80 acres belonging to the State outside of the walls.

The present Legislature has appropriated $lO,OOO to finish
water-works, provide wind-mill, telephones, concrete walks,
bell tower, and build a small house for the stable-keeper, and
$B,OOO for an engine and boiler.

Both Protestant and Catholic services are held. The
warden is Samuel E. Chamberlain; deputy-warden, Joseph
W. Owens; physician, Henry E. Barrett; and chaplain,
Rev. J. H. Waterbury.
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