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Bill accompanying the petition of Benjamin C. Lane that it be
made a duty for all qualified voters to vote at primaries and elections.
Election Laws. January 3.

AN ACT
To require General Voting at Elections and Primaries.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It shall be the duty of every person who
2 is entitled to be registered to become registered and to
3 vote at every national, state and municipal election and
4 at every primary held for the nomination of candidates.

Cl)c Commontoealtt) of €oassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of all city and town
2 clerks within ten days after any election or primary in
3 their respective cities or towns to transmit to the district
4 attorney for the district in which the city or town is situ-
-5 ated a list of the names and residences of all persons who,
6 being registered, failed to vote at such election or pri-
-7 mary. It shall be the duty of the district attorney to
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8 begin proceedings under this act against all persons who
9 fail to vote, being qualified as aforesaid, unless such per-

10 sons were unable to vote by reason of illness or mental or
11 physical disability or by-reason of absence from the place
12 of their residence during the day upon which the election
13 or primary was held. Illness or physical or mental dis-
-14 ability shall be established by the certificate of some regis-
-15 tered physician filed with the city or towm clerk within
16 one "week after the election or primary at wrhich the per-
-17 son in question failed to vote. All such affidavits shall be
18 forwarded by the city or town clerk to the district at-
-19 torney for the proper district upon the expiration of the
20 said week. If the city or town clerk has reason to
21 believe that any affidavit filed under the provisions of
22 this act is false in any respect, it shall be his duty to lay
23 the matter before the district attorney.

1 Section 3. Any person who, being eligible to vote as
2 aforesaid, fails to vote at any election or primary and
3 -whose failure is not excused in accordance with the terms

4 of this act shall forfeit the sum of five dollars to be re-

-5 covered by the district attorney.

1 Section 4. Whoever files under the provisions of this
2 act an affidavit which contains any false statement shall
3 be punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than

4 one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not less
5 than one month and not more than one year or by both
6 such fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect ninety days after
2 its passage.


