
HOUSE No. 72
Bill accompanying the petition of M. A. O’Brien, Jr., for the ap-

pointment of commissioners to prepare testimonials for and to publish
a record of Massachusetts soldiers and sailors who served in the Euro-
pean war. Military Affairs. January 3.

AN ACT
To provide for the Publication of a Record of Massachusetts

Troops, Officers, Sailors and Marines who served in the
European War.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of obtaining, compiling
2 and publishing a complete roster of the men who served

in the militarv and naval service of the United States in
4 the war with the German imperial government and
5 Austria, a commission to consist of the adjutant general,
6 the secretary of the commonwealth, and the auditor, is
7 hereby constituted. Said commission shall appoint a
8 suitable person, with such assistants as it may froiti time
9 to time deem necessary, who, under the genera! direction

10 and advice of the commission, shah have charge of pre-
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11 paring the work for the press, ani

12 at the pleasure of the commission.
and who may be removed

1 Section 2. To carry out the purposes of this act,
2 there shall be constituted a bureau of the office of the
3 adjutant general and, so far as may be necessary, the
4 records of that office shall be open and accessible to the
5 person appointed as aforesaid, but under such restric-
-6 tions and subject to such limitations as the adjutant
7 general may impose, for the convenience of his office or
8 the safety of the documents under his charge. The
9 adjutant general may furnish such assistance from the

10 clerks in his department, in the use of the records or of the
11 documents therein, as shall not interfere with the business
12 of the office.

1 Section 3. The commission may direct from time to
2 time the publication of such parts of the records as are
3 then prepared, and may provide for the same as it may
4 deem best. The compensation of the compiler in charge
5 of the preparation of the records, and of his assistants,
6 and of any clerk or person employed by the authority of
7 said commission, shall be fixed by the governor and
8 council. Suitable quarters shall be assigned in the state
9 house for the purpose of preparing said records, in con-

-10 nection if possible with the offices occupied by the ad-
-11 jutant general. The records so prepared shall be pub-
-12 fished in book form, including a complete roster of all
13 regiments, parts of regiments, batteries and unattached
14 companies, and a list of all who served in the navy of the
15 United States in the war with the German imperial
16 government and Austria. Said publication to contain the
17 following particulars, and such other information as shall
18 be determined by the commission, record of each officer,
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19 sailor or marine. The name, residence at enlistment,
20 date of enlistment, to what municipality assigned, or on
21 what quota service was rendered, date of muster in,
22 rank, promotion, wounds received, date of discharge,
23 muster out, and such other facts, obtained by correspon-
-24 dence or otherwise, as shall make the same, as far as
25 practicable, a complete record. The said publication
26 shall also contain the quota of the commonwealth, and
27 the number of men required, the number furnished by
28 each municipality, in the commonwealth for the war
29 with the German imperial government and Austria,
30 together with such general statistics of regimental losses
31 or other summaries of facts as the commission shall deem
32 appropriate.

1 Section 4. The compiler of the records may procure,
2 at the request of the governor, such necessary copies,
3 abstracts or other information as may be required, from
4 war, navy or other departments of the federal govern-
-5 ment at Washington, selectmen of towns, mayors of
6 cities, assessors, city or town clerks, officers of military
7 and veteran associations, shall cause such information as
8 may be required concerning soldiers and sailors, who are
9 or have been residents of their respective municipalities

10 to be collected and forwarded to the compiler of the
11 military records, upon blanks to be furnished by him.

1 Section 5. There shall be printed of each volume of
2 the records published under this act seventy five hundred
3 copies, which shall be distributed under the direction of
4 the secretary of the commonwealth as follows:-—To
5 each member of the general court of the year nineteen
6 hundred and nineteen, one copy; to the state library,
7 twenty-five copies; to each city and town in the com-
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8 monwealth, one copy, which shall be placed in the public
9 library (if such library exists); to the library of congress,

10 and to each state and territorial librarjq one copy; to
11 the Massachusetts Historical Society, Massachusetts
12 Plistoric-Genealogica! Society and the Militar3r Historical
13 Society of Massachusetts, and to such other historical
14 societies, and to such libraries as may be designated by
15 the commonwealth, one copy; •provided, that no society
16 shall be entitled to receive such copy unless it has per-
-17 manent headquarters, and has made suitable provisions
18 for the preservation and convenient use of its books.
19 Of the remaining copies one hundred ,and fifty may be
20 distributed by the secretary of the commonwealth at his
21 discretion, and copies may be offered for sale by him at
22 a price not exceeding the cost of the same to the common-
-23 wealth.

1 Section 6. To carry out the provisions of this act the
2 commission is authorized to expend the sum of fifteen

3 thousand dollars annually, to be paid out of the treasury
4 of the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. The commission shall cause said work to
2 begin as soon as practicable, and to continue until com-

pleted

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


