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Bill accompanying the petition of the selectmen of the town of
Millbury and others for the removal of offensive sewage of the city of
Worcester from the Blackstone river. Public Health. January 3.

AN ACT
To promote the Public Health by the Removal of Offensive

Sewage of the City of Worcester from the Blackstone
River.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Worcester shall, on or before
2 the first day of January, nineteen hundred and twenty,
3 remove from its sewage, before it is discharged into the
4 Blackstone river, the offensive and polluting properties
5 and substances therein, so that after its discharge into
6 said river, either directly or through its tributaries, it
7 shall not create a nuisance or endanger the public health.

1 Section 2. The state department of health shall from
2 time to time analyze the sewage and effluent discharged
3 by the city of Worcester from its works for the treatment
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4 of the sewage of the city at the point or points where said
5 effluent enters the Blackstone river, or any tributary
6 thereof, and shall determine the degree of purification
7 effected by said treatment. When the degree of purifica-
-8 tion falls below ninety per cent of organic matter re-
-9 moved from the sewage, as shown by the determination

10 of albuminoid ammonia, it shall be deemed prima facie
11 evidence of a nuisance under the provisions of this act.

1 Section 3. The supreme judicial court or the superior
2 court shall have jurisdiction in equity upon an informa-
-3 tion filed by the attorney-general, acting upon the request
4 of any town claiming the existence of a nuisance under
5 this act, to restrain, enjoin or abate the same as a com-
-6 mon nuisance; but nothing herein contained shall be
7 construed to restrict or limit the rights of any munici-
-8 pality, public board, department or individual to any
9 other legal remedy.

1 Section 4. The public health council of the state de-
-2 partment of health may, for causes shown, suspend the
3 operation of this act for such time as may be deemed
4 proper, and in such case shall forthwith notify the mayor
5 of the city of Worcester and the selectmen of the towns

6 of Millbury, Sutton, Grafton, Northbridge, Uxbridge,
7 Millville and Blackstone of such suspension.


