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Bill accompanying the petition of Roland D. Sawyer that provision
be made for public nurses in small towns. Public Health. January 3.

AN ACT
To require County Commissioners to furnish County Rural

Nurses for Certain Districts.

1 Section 1. In any county in the commonwealth where
2 there are four or more towns of less than one million
3 dollars in valuation, according to the report of the tax
4 commissioner in nineteen hundred and nineteen, as pro-
-5 vided by law, the county commissioners shall provide a
6 competent nurse for service within the county. This
7 nurse shall be known as the county rural nurse, and shall
8 be appointed by the county commissioners after she has
9 passed an examination before some doctor in the county

10 as designated by them. She shall receive a salary not to

11 exceed twelve hundred dollars annually and her expenses
12 shall be borne by the county. She shall perform her work
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13 under the direction of the county commissioners, and
14 they shall make special effort to assign her to the work of
15 reducing infant mortality, and the instruction of mothers
16 of new-born children; to the visitation of cases of tuber-
-17 culosis and any disease which is, or threatens to become,
18 an epidemic in the community; and to the general care
19 and instruction of members of households in which there
20 is sickness, and where the members of said households
21 would not otherwise secure adequate assistance.

1 Section 2. The salary of the county rural nurses shall
2 be paid from the treasury of the commonwealth on
3 vouchers approved by the county commissioners of the
4 county wherein said nurse is employed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon the report
2 of the tax commissioner in the year nineteen hundred and
3 nineteen, as provided under section one hundred of chap-
-4 ter thirteen of the Revised Laws.


