
HOUSE No. 101

Resolve accompanying the petition of William H. Hearn for the es-
tablishment of a reconstruction commission to act for the Common-
wealth. Joint Rules. January 3.

To establish a Reconstruction Commission to investigate
and report relative to Social and Economic Reconstruc-
tion and to the Regulation of Finance and Trade.

1 Whereas, The commonwealth of Massachusetts and its
2 sons have never ceased to carry out the noblest traditions
3 of the state and of the country; and
4 Whereas, In the war just about to close, the common-
-5 wealth, by its sons on the battlefields of Europe and by
6 the efforts of others who have remained at home, has
7 conformed to the same standards of patriotism and loyalty
8 accepted by their forefathers in the past; and
9 Whereas, It now becomes the duty of the common-

-10 wealth, both on its own part and also in order to assist
11 the federal government in its efforts, to reconstruct the
12 political and economic conditions under which we live in
13 order that the new circumstances and necessities created
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14 by the war may properly be met, and in order that peace
15 and prosperity may firmly be established; therefore be it
10 Resolved, That for the above purposes there shall be
17 established a commission to be known as the reconstruc-
ts tion commission, which shall be constituted, as follows:,—

19 There shall be fifty members of the commission. The
20 governor shall be a member and shall be chairman of the
21 commission. There shall be three members of the gov-
-22 ernor’s'council of whom the lieutenant governor shall be
23 one, and the others shall be appointed by the governor.
24 There shall be four members of the senate of whom the
25 president shall be one and the others shall be appointed
26 by him. There shall be ten members of the house of
27 representatives of whom the speaker shall be one and the
28 others shall be appointed by him. The remaining mem-
-29 bers of the commission shall be appointed by the gov-
-30 -ernor, with the advice and consent of the council and
31 shall include five representatives of labor. The said com-
-32 mission shall investigate all matters relating to social and
33 economic reconstruction and to the regulation of finance
34 and trade in so far as new circumstances have arisen
35 owing to the, war just about to close, and the commission
36 shall report the result of its investigations, with its rec-

-37 ommendations for legislation or otherwise, to the general
38 court not later than the first day of May in the current
39 year. The commission may be resolved into such sub-
-40 committees as may be deemed desirable by the members.
41 For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
42 resolve, the commission may expend a sum not exceeding

43 fifty thousand dollars, and the treasurer of the common-

-44 wealth is hereby directed to pay such bills as may be

45 presented to him by the commission provided that they

46 are approved by the chairman and nine other members.


