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AN ACT
Relative to the Recording of Conditional Sales of Personal

Property.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cl)e Commontoealtl) of egassactmmts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section 1. If a contract for the sale of personal
2 property, other than clothing or household furniture
3 which is exempt from attachment under the law of this
4 commonwealth, is made on condition that the title thereto
5 shall not pass until the purchase money has been fully
6 paid, the same shall, within fifteen days from the date
7 written in the contract, be recorded by the vendor on the
8 records of the city or town in which the vendee resides
9 when the contract is made, and on the records of the

10 city or town in which he then principally transacts his
11 business or follows his trade or calling. If a record in
12 two different places is required and the contract is re-
-13 corded in one within said fifteen days, it may be recorded
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14 in the other within ten days after the date of the first
15 record. Unless the property which is the subject of the
16 conditional sale remains in the possession of the vendor,
17 the contract shall not be valid against a person other
18 than the parties thereto, and the vendor or any person
19 claiming under him shall be estopped from claiming title
20 to the said property, until it has been so recorded; and
21 a record made subsequently to the time limited shall be
22 void.

1 Section 2. The vendor shall, within fifteen days after
2 the contract mentioned in the preceding section has been
3 performed, notify in writing the town or city clerk or
4 clerks with which the said contract was recorded, who
5 shall make a marginal record to that effect together with
6 the time when the same is received by him, for which
7 he shall be paid the sum of twenty-five cents for each
8 such record.

1 Section 3. City and town clerks, shall, upon pay-
-2 ment of their fees, record in books kept for the purpose
3 conditional sale contracts mentioned in section one, noting
4 in such books the time when such contract is received and
5 such contract shall be held to be recorded at the time

6 when it is left for that purpose in the clerk’s office. The
7 fees for recording such contracts shall be the same as

8 are allowed to registers of deeds for like services.


