
HOUSE No. 123
Bill accompanying the petition of the Universal Telephone and Tele-

graph Company of Massachusetts relative to providing for interchange
of telephone service. Mercantile Affairs. January 6.

AN ACT
To provide for the Interchange of Telephone Service.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 1. Any person, corporation or municipality
2 holding, controlling or operating a telephone exchange or
3 service in this commonwealth, shall, on application of
4 any person, corporation or municipality, operating a tele-
-5 phone exchange and business, furnish the applicant with
6 connection with its exchanges, and the subscribers or
7 customers of each of said parties shall be entitled to con-
-8 nection with all the exchanges of both parties, and to

9 service with their respective customers.

1 Section 2. The applicant for connection shall have

2 at least five hundred subscribers in cities and in towns

3 of ten thousand inhabitants, and at least two hundred and
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4 fifty subscribers in towns of less than ten thousand in-
-5 habitants, and shall secure any rights necessary to make
6 the connection applied for, and shall pay the expense of

7 making the required connection.

1 Section 3. Any person, corporation or. municipality
2 engaged in the business of operating a system of telephone
3 communication, shall have the right to use existing con-
-4 duits and poles, for carrying wires, and any others that
5 may be, from time to time, constructed or erected, so as
(1 to make communication between and with its patrons
7 practical and convenient, upon the terms and conditions
8 hereinafter provided.

1 Section 4. The party using conduits and poles be-

-2 longing to another, or constructed or erected by another,
3 shall pay a fair proportional part of the actual cost of
4 the construction, or erection, of said conduits and poles,
5 based on the number of wires installed therein, or thereon,
6 and a fair proportional part of any annual charge re-
-7 quired to be paid for the maintenance of such conduits
8 and poles, and of the expense of repairing or replacing
9 the same.

1 Section 5. Connections in and out of said exchanges
2 shall be treated by both parties with the same prompt-
-3 ness and attention as is given to their own patrons and
4 subscribers.

1 Section 6. All business originating in either ex-
-2 change, or its outside exchange connections, shall pay to

3 the person, corporation or municipality owning or con-
-4 trolling the receiving exchange one and one half cents for
5 each connection made with the local subscribers and
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6 patrons in the other exchange, and an additional amount
7 equal to the excess charged by the receiving exchange
8 upon connections made with outside exchanges above its
9 charges for loca l connections to its subscribers and pa-

-10 trons. A person, corporation or municipality owning or
11 controlling the exchange in which business originates,
12 shall be responsible for and shall pay upon demand, all
13 charges incurred hereunder for connections, and unless
14 otherwise mutually agreed, shall secure the payment of
15 such charges by payments in advance from time to time,
16 from which payments the charges may be deducted as
17 they accrue.

1 Section 7. Any city or town may establish and main-
-2 tain a telephone system and exchange or exchanges within
3 its territorial limits, and may connect the same under the
4 provisions of this act with other exchanges.

1 Section 8. This act shah take effect upon its passage.




