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Bill accompanying the petition (taken from the files of last year,
on motion of Mr. Woodill of Melrose) of Alonzo B. Cook relative to
the inspection by the Auditor of the Commonwealth of certain income
tax returns. Taxation. January 7.

AN ACT
To authorize the Inspection by the Auditor of the Common-

wealth of Certain Income Tax Returns.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfte Commontoealtf) of egassaciuisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section 1. Section sixteen of chapter two hundred
2 and sixty-nine of the General Acts of the year nineteen
3 hundred and sixteen is hereby amended by inserting after
4 the word “authority”, in the fifth line, the words; and
5 of the auditor of the commonwealth and of his representa-
-6 tive or representatives, when acting under his authority,
7 for the purpose of auditing the accounts, so as to read
8 as follows; Section 16. Returns shall be open to the
9 inspection of the tax commissioner and of his deputies,

10 assistants and clerks, when acting under his authority,
11 and of the income tax assessors and of their deputies,
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12 assistants and clerks, when acting under their authority,
13 and of the auditor of the commonwealth and of his repre-
-14 sentative or representatives, whien acting under his au-
-15 thority, for the purpose of auditing the accounts. The
16 disclosure by the tax commissioner, or by any deputy,
17 assistant, clerk or assessor, or other employee of the com-
-18 monwealth, or of any city or town therein, to any person
19 of any information whatever contained in or set forth by
20 any such return, other than the name and address of the
21 person filing it, except in proceedings to collect the tax or
22 by proper judicial order, shall be punishable by a fine not
23 exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for a
24 period not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and
25 imprisonment, and by disqualification from holding office
26 for such period, not exceeding three years, as the court
27 may determine. Said returns shall be preserved for two

28 years, and thereafter until the tax commissioner orders
29 them to be destroyed.
30 Lists or indexes of persons in the district who have
31 filed returns shall be kept in the office of each income tax
32 assessor, and shall be open to public inspection. The
33 name of each person filing a return shall be placed on such
34 list or index immediately on the filing of the return.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


