
HOUSE 186
Bill accompanying the petition of Leo S. Hamburger for the estab-

lishment of a Massachusetts food commission. Administration and
Commissions. January 8.

AN ACT
To establish the Massachusetts Food Commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfte Commontocaltj) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts food commission is
2 hereby established to consist of three persons to be ap-
-3 pointed annually by the governor with the advice and
4 consent of the council for terms of one year; no member
5 shall serve for more than two terms successively; and one
6 member shall be a woman. Their terms shall begin on
7 the first day of July in each year, starting with the year
8 nineteen hundred and nineteen; The governor shall fill
9 any vacancy for any unexpired term and in his failure so

10 to do within thirty days after the said vacancy has
11 occurred the legislature may fill the vacancy or vacancies,
12 and for cause the legislature may, after seasonable notice
13 and open hearing remove any member.
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4 The term seasonable notice” within the meaning of
5 this act shall mean notice by publication and by mailing,
6 both at least ten days prior to the time set for hearing.

1 Section 2. The commissioner may appoint an execu-
-2 tive secretary and such other clerks and assistants as may
3 be necessary and may pay them such salaries and incur
4 such other expenses as the commission deems necessary
5 for the proper carrying out of the purposes of this act,
6 but the total of such suras shall not exceed the sums that
7 may be appropriated therefor by the general court to
8 whom the said commission shall be directly answerable,
9 and a joint committee from the general court shall pass
0 upon said expenditures and approve of the same before
1 they are allowed.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of said commission to
2 investigate and regulate the prices, wholesale and retail, of
3 foods and food stuffs, fixing a maximum price on any
4 foods and food stuffs from time to time as the commission
5 deems the same necessary to the preservation of the
6 health of the community, subject, however, to the re-
-7 quirement that on order from the general court the com-
-8 mission shall establish and fix prices for any specific
9 commodity or commodities, and subject also to this pro-
-0 vision that no maximum price established by said com-
-1 mission shall remain in force without change for any con-
-2 tinuous period longer than one month, and that the com-
-3 mission., shall have no power to fix prices beyond the
4 term of its tenure of office..

1 Section 4. The commission shall, from time to time,
2 change the maximum prices fixed by it in accordance
3 with changing conditions and public necessities. Except
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4 when ordered to do so by the legislature, the commission,
5 unless it deems the same necessary for the public health
6 and the common good, need not establish a maximum
7 price for any specific foods or food stuffs but the com-
-8 mission shall take cognizance of the general welfare and
9 the public health as affected by unduly high prices under

10 penalty of the removal of its members for cause by the
11 legislature.

1 Section 5. The members of the commission shall each
2 receive an annual salary of three thousand five hundred
3 dollars and shall be reimbursed for the expenses neces-
-4 sarily incurred in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 6. The commissioners are hereby authorized
2 to expend for the purposes of this act, during the first
3 fiscal year, the sum of twenty thousand dollars which
4 shall include the salaries paid to its members.

1 Section 7. It shall be the duty of the said commis-
-2 sion on petition signed by five thousand voters of the
3 commonwealth to investigate the prices charged for any
4 specific food or food stuffs complained of in said petition
5 and to fix forthwith maximum prices, wholesale and re-
-6 tail, for said food or food stuffs which the commission
7 deems essential to the preservation of the health and in
8 accordance with the best interest of the community.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect ninety days after
2 its passage




