
HOUSE 224

Massachusetts Board of Education

To the Honorable James W. Kimball, Clerk of the Howe of Repre-
sentatives, State House, Boston.

Dear Sir: On behalf of the Board of Education, I am
forwarding to you, for transmission to the General Court of
1919, a statement regarding report required under the pro-
visions of Chapter 481, Acts of 1912, as amended by Chapter
56 of the Acts of 1914.

Respectfully yours,

PAYSON SMITH,
Commissioner of Education.

Cf)t Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION RELATIVE TO GRANTING CERTAIN
DEGREES.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 481, Acts of

1912, as amended by Chapter 56, Acts of 1914, the Board of
Education has before it petitions from two educational
institutions seeking power to grant degrees.

1. The Emerson College of Oratory seeks authority to grant
the degree of Bachelor of Letters.

2. The Trustees of the Portia School of Law seek authority
to grant the degree of Bachelor of "Laws.

In transmitting these petitions, the Board would again
call attention to the fact that the present statute dealing
with the right to grant degrees fixes no standards which
might serve to guide the Board of Education in passing upon
petitions that are presented to it in relation to the subject.
The Board further would call attention to a recommendation
made by it to the Legislature of 1918, suggesting that an
investigation be made by the Legislature to the end that
there might be established by legislative action some basis
for a consistent State policy for the chartering of higher in-
stitutions of learning and for the bestowal upon them of the
authority to grant degrees.

The Legislature later, under the provisions of Chapter 88
of the Resolves of 1918, did make provision for the estab-
lishment of a Special Commission on Education charged
with the duty of making an inquiry into the educational
needs of Massachusetts. It is assumed that among the
matters that have had the attention of this Commission is
that relating to the authority which should be exercised by
the State in the control of the degree-granting privilege. In
view of the fact that the Board would deem it desirable that
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any pending petition should be considered in the light of
such a recommendation, if it should be made, the Board of
Education asks that the time for making its specific recom-
mendations regarding the Emerson College of Oratory and
the Portia School of Law be extended, and requests the
enactment of the following resolve:

Resolve extending the Time within which the Board
of Education is required to Report on the Petitions
or the Emerson College of Oratory and the Portia
School of Law for authority to grant Degrees.

Resolved, That the time within which the Board of Educa-
tion is required to report to the General Court under the
provisions of Chapter four hundred and eighty-one of the
Acts of nineteen hundred and twelve, as amended by Chapter
fifty-six of the Acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen, on
the petitions of the Emerson College of Oratory and the
Portia School of Law, for authority to grant degrees is hereby
extended to the first day of March in the current year.

Respectfully submitted for the Board of Education

PAYSON SMITH,
Commissioner.




