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FIRST REPORT OF THE STATE DRAINAGE BOARD,
UNDER PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 289 OF THE
GENERAL ACTS OF THE YEAR 1918.

Boston, Jan. 8, 1919

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
f Massachusetts.

Sms: By the provisions of chapter 289 of the General Acts
of 1918, an act which provided for the organization of drainage
districts, one member of the State Department of Health and
one member of the State Department of Agriculture were
designated as a board, to be known as the Drainage Board, to
carry out the provisions of this act.

Dr. Eugene R. Kelley, Commissioner of Health, was ap-
pointed by the Department of Health, and Wilfrid Wheeler,
Commissioner of Agriculture, was appointed by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, as members of this Board. The Board
organized with Dr. Kelley as chairman.

The principal function of this Board is to pass upon applica-
tions from owners of lands who desire to have them drained
and to use the provisions of this act to do the work. No peti-
tions were presented for drainage work during the year, a con-
dition due in part to a lack of information as to the provisions
of the act and in part to conditions caused by the war.

The Legislature of 1918 appropriated $l,OOO to be used by
this Board, and a sum of $303.15 was used by it in preliminary
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work. A circular has been prepared describing the provisions of
this act and detailing just what steps owners of . land have to
take in order to avail themselves of its provisions. This circular
is now in the printer’s hands, and will be distributed to county
commissioners and to persons interested. With the cessation
of the war, in view of the interest which has been evinced in
this law in different parts of the State, it is probable that there
will be a number of petitions for drainage during the coming
year, and the Board therefore recommends that an appropria-
tion of $5,000 be made, to provide for carrying on its work.

Drainage Board.

EUGENE R. KELLEY,
WILFRID WHEELER,

Respectfully submitted,


