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State Department of Health, Jan. 8, 1919.

To the General Court.
I have the honor to transmit a preliminary report of the

State Department of Health on the use of water from the
Ipswich River, as required by chapter 73 of the Resolves of
the year 1917 and chapter 26 of the Resolves of the year 1918.

Respectfully,

EUGENE R. KELLEY,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

Commissioner of Health.
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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE STATE DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH RELATIVE TO THE USE OF
WATER FROM THE IPSWICH RIVER.

To the General Court.

By the provisions of chapter 73 of the Resolves of the year
1917 the State Department of Health was directed to investi-
gate and report upon the use of the surplus flow of the Ipswich
River during the months from June to November, inclusive,
in each year for water supply purposes. This resolve is as
follows:

Resolved, That the state department of health is hereby authorized to
investigate and report upon the advisability of granting to the cities and
towns now having authority to take water from Ipswich river for munic-
ipal uses, authority to use the surplus flow of the said river during the
months from June to November, inclusive, for water supply purposes.
The department shall consider the interests of other communities and
persons that may be affected by the granting of any such right, and shall
consider also whether it may be advantageous to authorize the various
municipalities, or any two or more of them, now authorized to take water
from the said river to establish joint works or to purchase water one from
another. The department may give one or more hearings to all persons
interested in the foregoing subjects, and shall report to the next general
court, on or before the fifteenth day of January. For the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this resolve, the department may expend
a sum not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars.

The appropriation for carrying out this work was found to

be inadequate for the purpose, and the Department having
requested an additional appropriation, the following resolve
was passed by the Legislature of 1918, making provision for an

additional appropriation and extending the time for the pre-
sentation of the report called for by the resolve to the second
Wednesday in the year 1919.
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Chapter 26, Resolves of 1918.

Resolved, That the time within which the state department of health
shall report to the general court the results of its investigation relative to
the use of water from the Ipswich river, as required by chapter seventy-
three of the resolves of nineteen hundredand seventeen, is hereby extended
to the second Wednesday in January of the year nineteen hundred and
nineteen; and for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of said chapter
seventy-three the department may expend a sum not exceeding seven
hundred and fifty dollars in addition to the sum therein authorized. The
commonwealth shall be reimbursed for the amount expended under
authority of this resolve by the cities of Beverly, Lynn, Peabody and
Salem and the town of Danvers, in proportion to their population as
determined by the last state census.

The investigations for this report were begun in the latter
part of the year as soon as it became practicable to undertake
the work, but, owing to the illness and death of the engineer
having charge of the investigation, it has been impracticable
to complete it within the time specified. The question of the
further use of water from the Ipswich River by the towns
having the right to take water from that stream is, in the
opinion of the Department, an important one, and the Depart-
ment requests an extension of time for the completion of this
Work. A draft of a resolve providing for such extension is
appended hereto.

Resolve extending the Time for the Report of the State Depart-
ment of Health on the Use of Water prom the Ipswich River.
Resolved, That the time within which the state department of health

shall report to the general court relative to the use of water from the
Ipswich river, as required by chapter seventy-three of the resolves of
the year nineteen hundred and seventeen and chapter twenty-six of the
resolves of the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, is hereby extended to
the third Wednesday in Januaryof the year nineteen hundred and twenty.




