
HOUSE No. 267
Bill accompanying the petition of The Dorchester Board of Trade

for further regulation of the issuance of licenses for the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors. Legal Affairs. January 9.

AN ACT
To regulate further the Issuing of Licenses for the Sale of

Intoxicating Liquors.

1 Section 1. When an application for a license for the
2 sale of intoxicating liquors to be exercised in a district or
3 neighborhood in which such licenses have not theretofore
4 been granted is received by the licensing authority of a
5 city or town, the application shall, within ten ther-
e-6 after, be advertised by a conspicuous notice on the build-
7 ing in which it is to be exercised, and by notice to the
8 secretary of any citizens’ association or improvement
9 association whose territory includes the desired location.

10 If the building in which the license is to be exercised is
11 yet to be erected, the notice shall be posted upon the
12 land where the building is to stand.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfte CommonVuealtJ) of 90assac|)usetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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1 Section 2. All records of the licensing board, includ-
-2 ing those bearing upon the qualifications of the applicant,
3 shall be open at any reasonable time to public inspection,
4 but the records relating to an applicant to whom a
5 license has been refused and forming the basis of such
6 refusal, may be kept by the board in a separate or private
7 file.

1 Section 3. Section fourteen of chapter one hundred
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting,
3 before the last sentence thereof, the following: If it is
4 so requested by ten registered voters in the city or town
5 in which the license is applied for, a public hearing shall
6 be granted by the licensing authority, and notice of the
7 hearing shall be sent by mail, at least five days before the
8 date of the hearing, to all persons whose names appear
9 upon the request, and by inserting in the second line of

10 the last sentence of said section, after the word “publica-
-11 tion”, the words: or public hearing, so as to read as
12 follows: Section 14- Notice of all applications for
13 licenses shall, at the expqnse of the applicant, to be paid
14 in advance, be published in the following manner: In the
15 city of Boston, by the licensing board in two or more

16 daily newspapers published therein; and in the Charles-
-17 town, East Boston, South Boston, Dorchester, Roxbury,
IS West Roxbury and Brighton districts of said city, re-

-19 spectively, in at least one weekly newspaper published in

20 the district in which the premises for which the license is

21 asked are situated, if any is there published; in other

22 cities having licensing boards, by said boards, and in

23 other cities and towns, by the mayor and aldermen and

24 the selectmen, respectively, in such printed
25 therein and published at least once a week, as they may

26 designate; or if no such newspaper is printed therein,
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27 then by posting such notice in a conspicuous place on the
28 premises described in the application for the license, and
29 in two or more places in which public notices are usually
30 posted in the neighborhood. Such notice shall set forth
31 the name of the applicant in full, the class of the license
32 applied for, a particular description of the premises on
33 which the license is to be exercised, designating the build-
-34 ing or part of a building to be used, and, if practicable, the
35 street and number, and shall be published at least ten
36 days before the licensing board acts thereon. If it is so
37 requested by ten registered voters in the city or town in
38 which the license is applied for, a public hearing shall be
39 granted by the licensing authority, and notice of the
40 hearing shall be sent by mail, at least five days before the
41 date of the hearing, to all persons whose names appear
42 upon the request. If a license is granted without such
43 previous publication or public hearing, any citizen of the
44 city or town within which such license is issued may make
45 complaint to the police, district or municipal court, or the
46 trial justice having jurisdiction therein; and if, after due
47 hearing, it appears that such notice was not given, the
48 court or justice shall revoke the license and give notice
49 thereof to the board which issued it.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect ninety days after
2 its passage.




