
HOUSE No. 319

The Adjutant General's Office

From: The Adjutant General,
To: Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth,

State House, Boston.
Subject: Changes in Militia Law,

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of-the
General Acts of the year 1915, I am instructed by the
commander-in-chief to submit herewith extracts from the
annual report of this department, which contain recom-
mendations for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of
two bills embodying the legislation recommended.

1. The Militia Law provides that there shall be one
Adjutant General with the rank of Colonel and an Adjutant
General, Adjutant General’s Department, with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel, who shall receive a salary of $l,BOO. As
this officer is next in rank to The Adjutant General and in
this capacity performs the duties of The Adjutant General
during his absence, he should receive a yearly compensation
in proportion to his importance. At present the civilian
chief clerk and the second clerk in The Adjutant General’s
Office receive a yearly compensation of $2,200, more than
the next ranking military officer to The Adjutant General
receives, and two other clerks receive $l,BOO per annum.
From a military point of view, this is not a proper procedure.

I therefore recommend that section 24 of chapter 327 of
the General Acts of 1917 be amended to read;
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Section 24. The adjutant general shall receive a salary of three
thousand six hundred dollars. An adjutant general, rank of lieuten-
ant colonel, adjutant general’s department,. shall receive a salary of
two thousand five hundred dollarsper annum. The adjutant general
may employ such clerks and other assistants as may be necessary in
his department, the expense thereof
ally appropriated therefor.

not to exceed the amount annu-

2. Owing to the increase in
provision of law allowing 2\ c
troops is inadequate. I therefc
168 (a) of chapter 327 of the
amended to read:

railroad rates, the present
;ents per mile for travel of
ire recommend that section

General Acts of 1917 be

llowed and paid to each officer
s follows: Under sections seven-

Section 168 (a). There shall be
and soldier required to travel on duty
teen, twenty-five, twenty-six, one hundred and forty-six and one
hundredand forty-seven, mileage at the rates established by law computed
by the most direct railroad communication from the place in which
the headquarters of the various commands and the armories of the
companies are situated and return, or by such route as may be ap-
proved by the commander-in-chief; and when on duty as a member or
judge advocate of any military court or board, or as a witness or de-
fendant before such a court or board, when attending meetings, of
officers and noncommissioned officers as provided in section 156, when
acting as the presiding officer at an election, as an elector at the election
of a general or field officer, or as a paymaster, and in any case when
obliged by orders of the commander-in-chief to travel without troops,
four cents a mile each way, computed by the most direct railroad com-
municationfrom the residence of the officer or soldier, or by such route
as may be approved by the commander-in-chief.

JESSE F. STEVENS,
The Adjutant General.


