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Office of Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions

Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth, Slate House,

Dear Sir: —I have the honor to submit herewith those
parts of our annual report which contain recommendations
for legislative action, each accompanied by a draft of a bill-
embodying the legislation recommended.

Very respectfully,



RECOMMENDATIONS. [Jan.2

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
TO BE CONTAINED IN THE ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE COMMISSIONER OF STATE AID AND
PENSIONS FOR THE YEAR 1918.

1. Provision for certain expenses of the office of the
Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions.

I recommend that the statutory limitation in regard to
the salaries of the clerks and agents in this department be
removed so that they may come within the provisions of the
standardization law (chapter 164, General Acts of 1918).

2. Provision for increase of salary of chief clerk, and
provision that the temporary agents now employed in this
department be made permanent.

In view of the fact that Mr. William F. French, who acted
in the capacity of House Chairman of Military Affairs in the
Legislature of 1917-18, was conversant with the legislation
passed for the benefit of our soldier and sailor residents and
their dependents, he was appointed to the position of chief
clerk in this department. His judgment and treatment of
cases have been found to be of the highest order, and it is
a source of regret to me that his present salary of $l,BOO is
in no way commensurate with his ability. I therefore recom-
mend that his salary be increased to $2,100.

Our agents, permanent and temporary, have labored faith-
fully in examining the State and Military Aid cases, and
while mindful of the interests of the Commonwealth, they
have at the same time been of great assistance to bene-
ficiaries in enlightening them in regard to the State and
Federal laws enacted for their benefit. I have always be-
lieved that we could get better results from our investiga-
tions by interviewing the beneficiaries at their own homes,
and have adopted this method; the experienced agent can
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m this way learn more quickly the conditions in each case,
and the beneficiaries are not embarrassed by the presence of
others as was the case when they were assembled at the city
or town hall of their jurisdiction. While it is not possible
in this method of investigation to equal the number of ex-
aminations made in a given time by assembling the bene-
ficiaries, the thoroughness of the house calls in my opinion
more than justifies their continuance. In this way only can
the Commonwealth be protected from those who would
abuse its generosity.

In view of the many cases now carried on our State and
Military Aid rolls, I recommend that the eight temporary
agents be made permanent.

3. Provision for State or Military Aid for any person in
the military or naval service of the United States in the war
with Germany who is honorably discharged from said serv-
ice by reason of illness or disability incurred therein.

Under the present State and Military Aid act applicable to
Civil and Spanish war soldiers and sailors, such soldiers and
sailors, whether officers or enlisted men, are eligible if in
need. I feel that an unintentional injustice may be done
officers of the German war service who had a residence in
Massachusetts on Feb. 3, 191'
State and Military Aid law.
1918, provides for State and
or drafted men who were di;
ness incurred in line of duty
war risk compensation for de

7, by not including them in the
Section 2, chapter 108, Acts of
Military Aid only for enlisted
icharged for disability or sick-

, and as the same amount of
ath or disability is allowed to

officers and enlisted men alike by the Federal government,
it would seem as a matter of that the of
the Commonwealth should apply to officers and enlisted
men alike, especially when ‘our statutes already provide for
similar cases of former United States wars. I therefore
recommend that legislation be enacted to provide for the
payment of State and Military Aid in such cases when it
is needed.




