
HOUSE . . . . 423

Treasury Department

Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston.

Dear Sir: In compliance with the provisions of chapter
269 of the General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor
to transmit herewith such parts of the annual report of the
Treasurer and Receiver-General for the year ending Nov.
30, 1918, as contain recommendations for legislative action,
accompanied by draft of bills embodying the legislation
recommended.

Yours respectfully

Cte Commcituucalth of asagsaclnisetts.

CHARLES L. BURRILL,
Treasurer and Receiver-General.



RECOMMENDATIONS. [Jan,2

1. New York Fiscal Agent.

There are periods in the year when the treasury depart-
ment has large financial transactions in New Aork. It
would be a great convenience and facilitate matters of ex-
change, with a possible saving of interest, if the Legislature
would authorize the treasury department to have banking
facilities in New York city. Under the present statutes, no
funds may be deposited without the Commonwealth. I
would therefore recommend that the Treasurer and Receiver-
General be permitted to keep a balance in one New York
bank, to facilitate exchange transactions in that city.

2. Second Deputy Treasurer and Receiver-General,
and Salaries.

I would renew with emphasis my request that this de-
partment be given an additional deputy to be called Second
Deputy Treasurer and Receiver-General.

The Treasurer and Receiver-General petitioned the Legis-
lature last year for such an official, and events proved that
it has become very necessary. The increased volume of
work brought on by the war and the extension of commis-
sions require a second deputy. Each constitutional officer
in the State has a sufficient number of deputies with the
exception of the Treasurer and Receiver-General. The re-
cent epidemic affected the treasury department as well as
every other department in the State. The Deputy Treasurer
was ill and the efficiency of the department might have been
seriously handicapped had the Treasurer been also stricken
during that period. If by reason of death or resignation, the office
of the Treasurer and Receiver-General is vacant, during
recess of the General Court, the Governor and Council may
fill the same, but in case of his disability and that of the
Deputy Treasurer there is no person legally authorized to
sign checks, bonds of other documents, and the office would
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be seriously disorganized and the public inconvenienced. I,
therefore, earnestly urge that the position of second Deputy
Treasurer and Receiver-General may be created at once.

During the year 1917, a study of the problem of personal
services of this department was made by the Supervisor of
Administration, in accordance with an order given by the
Governor and Council. This study was completed in Decem-
ber, 1917. It is a very comprehensive statement setting
forth in detail the functions of the various employees and
merits consideration. The conclusion that can be drawn
from the report is the urgent need of salary adjustments,
and in my recommendations to the General Court on Dec. 1,
1917, I pointed out the necessity of increasing the salaries
paid to officers and employees of this department. Up to
this time, however, no consideration by the General Court
has been given this matter, the principal reason being that
the majority of the employees of this department have
statutory titles and salaries and no action was thought
advisable until the “standardization of salaries” had been
considered and approved.

There appears to be two methods by which the increase
in salaries can be accomplished: first, by an act of the
Legislature amending the present salaries, and second, by
having the salaries established by the Supervisor of Admin-
istration in accordance with the provisions of chapter 228
of the General Acts of 1918. The second plan would seem
to be the better one, principally from the viewpoint that
the State is an employer that should treat on an equal basis
employees who are performing similar work, regardless of
the department in which they may be employed. I am of
the opinion, however, that the statutory titles of the em-
ployees of this department should be continued, not only
from an efficiency standpoint but also for the convenience
of the office and the public.

I would, therefore, recommend that chapter 336 of the
Acts of 1913 be amended so that the salaries or compensa-
tion of the treasury employees shall be determined under
the provisions of chapter 228 of the General Acts of 1918,
subject to such appropriations as the General Court shall
annually make.




