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Bill accompanying the petition of Wendell P. Thor6 relative to pre-

venting the ruthless and unlawful killing of dogs. Agriculture.
January 13.

Cfie CommontocaltJ) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To protect Sheep and Other Animals and Fowl, and to

prevent Ruthless and Unlawful Killing of Dogs.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. No person or officer of the law shall kill
2 any healthy dog, licensed or unlicensed, nor shall they
3 kill one accused of worrying, injuring or killing animals
4 or fowl, until such- dog’s owner shall have the opportunity
5 to be heard before a court of proper jurisdiction, and
6 then no court shall order a dog killed if the owner or
7 other citizen is willing to remove him from the locality,
8 or if a stray dog, any authorized organization for the care
9 and protection of animals is willing to receive and care

10 for such dog, until the owrner is found, or until the dog
11 is properly provided with a home.

1 Section 2. Any person shall be allowed to make ap-

-2 plication to any dog officer or other authorized person for
3 a stray or held dog, and is to be given any stray or held
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4 dog, licensed or unlicensed, if no owner can be found for
5 such dog; provided, that if the owner is found, or the dog
6 is returned to its owner, the person so caring for such dog
7 shall receive reasonable compensation for its care.

1 Section 3. All animals or fowl owned or belonging to
2 any person shall be properly kept from straying by herder
3 or dog, or by properly fenced-in land; and no owner of
4 any animal or fowl shall be allowed to recover damages
5 under any law from the owner of any dog unless he can
6 satisfy a court of proper jurisdiction that such animals
7 were properly protected, by fencing, from harm, but no
8 double or treble datnages shall be allowed by any court.

1 Section 4. No dog shall be considered or found guilty
2 of any unlawful act unless the evidence of three witnesses,
3 under oath, before a court of proper jurisdiction, shall so
4 prove such dog guilty.

1 Section 5. All animals injured or hurt by any dog for
2 which the owner of the dog is compelled by law to pay
3 shall become the property of such dog owner, or if the
4 commonwealth pays for such injured or hurt animals the
5 animal or animals shall become the property of the city
6 or town in which the animals were located or owner be-

-7 longs.

1 Section 6. Any one violating the provisions of sections
2 one, two and four of this act shall be punished by a fine
3 of five hundred dollars, or imprisonment for one year.

1 Section 7. All laws or parts of laws contrary to this
2 act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


