
HOUSE 584
Bill accompanying the petition of James EL Wilkins for the estab-

lishment of public forums in cities and towns. Election Laws. Janu-
ary 13.

AN ACT
To establish a Public Forum in Cities and Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

and towns, not less than five
or town election there shall

1 Section 1. In all cities
2 days prior to a state, city
3 be held meetings to be known as forum meetings for the
4 purpose of open discussion of all questions which are to
5 appear either on official ballots or town warrants to be
6 submitted to the voters for approval or rejection at such
7 state, city or town election.

1 Section 2. The mayors in cities, and the selectmen in
2 towns shall, at the public expense, provide suitable places
3 for holding forum meetings, and they shall, not less than
4 seven days before the date of holding the meetings,
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5 cause to be issued, and conspicuously posted, notices
6 setting forth the purpose of such meetings and the place,
7 day and hour at which they are to be held. Notices
8 shall also be published twice in local newspapers or news-
-9 papers that serve as local, published in adjoining or

1 Section 3. The mayors in cities, and the selectmen
2 in towns shall prior to the issue of notices of meetings
3 to be held under this act, appoint a chairman whose
4 duty it will be to call the meeting to order, read the call,
5 and serve as presiding officer of the meeting. He shall
6 also procure data and otherwise inform himself on the
7 questions to be considered. He may also assign to dif-
-8 ferent persons a part in the debate. A secretary may
9 also be chosen.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect ninety days after
2 its passage.

10 nearby cities and towns.


