
HOUSE 607
Bill accompanying the petition of Albert R. Kerr that jewelers,

watchmakers and silversmiths have a lien on articles left in their posses-
sion. Joint Judiciary. January 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To establish a Lien for Jewelers, Watchmakers and Silver-

smiths on Articles left in their Possession.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every jeweler, watchmaker, or silver-
-2 smith who shall alter, repair or do any work on any
3 article of personal property at the request of the owner
4 or legal possessor of such property, shall have a lien
5 upon and may retain the possession of any such article
6 until the charges for such alteration, repairing or other
7 work has been paid. If such debt remains unpaid for
8 twelve months or more any such jeweler, watchmaker or

9 silversmith may sell such article at private or public
10 sale, and the proceeds, after first paying the expense of
11 sale, shall be applied in payment of the debt, the bal-
-12 ance, if any, to be paid over to the county treasurer of
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13 the county where the sale is held in trust for the debtor.
14 Before any such sale is held notice in writing must be
15 given the debtor of the amount due and the time and
16 place of sale. If the debtor’s residence is known such
17 notice must be mailed to his last known street address.
18 If the debtor’s address is unknown such notice must be
19 given by the posting thereof in the county court house
20 or the city, village or town hall, where the jeweler,
21 watchmaker or silversmith resides.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect ninety days after
2 its passage.


