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furnishing of farms by the Commonwealth to discharged soldiers
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of furnishing farms for
2 persons lately in the military or naval service of the
3 United States and for other persons, and for the develop-
-4 ment of the natural resources of the commonwealth and
5 the encouragement of the production of food by farming,
6 comprising gardening and stock and poultry raising and
7 bee keeping, the commissioner of agriculture may take
8 by purchase, land which is under cultivation or in use

9 for pasturage and which is not adapted to cultivation,
10 and may take by purchase or right of eminent domain,
11 land which in his opinion is not substantially under
12 cultivation, or being adapted to cultivation is in use as

13 pasturage, and divide the same into convenient farn
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1 Section 2. He may prepare said lands for use as
2 farms by draining, clearing and breaking up the same;
3 and by repairing existing buildings or fences, or con-
-4 structing such new ones as the case may require.

1 Section 3. He shall sell said farms to persons lately
2 in the military or naval service of the United States at
3 the cost as determined by him giving such purchasers
4 their choice in order of application. If any farm remains
5 unsold as above provided for thirty days after completion,
6 he shall offer the same at public sale within four months
7 of its completion, and sell the same to the highest bidder
8 at not less than cost determined as aforesaid.

1 Section 4. The purchaser of such a farm may borrow
2 from the commonwealth the whole or any part of the
3 price thereof and of the cost of the household furniture,
4 implements, tools, stock, and necessary cost as estimated
5 by the commissioner, of maintaining said farm, until the
6 income therefrom should equal the expenses. Said loan
7 shall be secured by a mortgage containing such covenants
8 as to waste and insurance and such other terms as the
9 commissioner may determine, shall bear interest at the

10 rate of six per cent per annum, and its payment shall be
11 distributed over twenty years in instalments payable
12 quarterly. The first instalment to be payable approxi-
-13 mately in one year from the date of the purchase; and
14 the payment of the whole or any part of said loan with
15 the accrued interest may be made by the purchaser or
16 those claiming under him on any quarter day.

1 Section 5. During the existence of the loan the com-
-2 missioner shall employ inspectors skilled in the business
3 for which said farms are used, to visit the purchasers of


