
HOUSE No. 821
Bill accompanying the petition of James A. Watson that the city of

Boston be authorized to provide housing facilities for its inhabitants.
Social Welfare. January 14.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Souse of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Boston is hereby authorized
2 to construct, for the purpose of sale, single or two-family
3 dwelling houses, and for the purpose may use land already
4 owned by the city, may purchase additional land at a
5 price not exceeding twenty-five per cent more than the
6 average assessed valuation for the five years preceding

7 the year of purchase, or may take land by eminent
8 domain. If land is taken by eminent domain the same
9 proceedings shall be take

10 accrue to the owners, as are provided in the case of land
11 taken for the laying out and construction of highways in

I the same rights shall
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1 Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the pro-
-2 visions of this act the city of Boston is hereby authorized
3 to borrow, outside the debt limit, in the financial year
4 nineteen hundred and nineteen and in each of the next
5 succeeding four - years a sum not exceeding one million
6 dollars.

1 Section 3. The land used for the purposes provided
2 in this act shall be divided into lots containing not more
3 than eight thousand square feet each, and each lot, with
4 the dwelling attached thereto, if any, may be sold in
5 such manner and on such terms and conditions and with
6 such restrictions as may be determined by the city coun-
-7 cil, with the approval of the mayor: provided, however,

'8 that no lot or lot and dwelling shall be sold for a less
9 price than the actual cost as determined by the city

10 auditor; such cost to include the cost of the land, or
11 its value at the time of sale, the cost of the building, a
12 proportionate part of the interest on the loan, and a
13 proportionate part of all other expenses incurred in carry-
-14 ing out the provisions of this act.

1 Section 4. The city may lay out and construct
2 streets, provide sewerage and water systems, and do any
3 and all things necessary to develop any particular tract
4 of land which it owns or acquires and upon which it
5 proposes to construct dwellings as provided herein, and
6 the expense thus incurred shall be charged to the loans
7 herein authorized.

1 Section 5. All the powers conferred by this act,
2 except as to the borrowing of money, and except as
3 herein otherwise provided, shall be exercised through a
4 department to be created by the city council, with the
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5 approval of the mayor, and all the acts of said depart-
-6 ment shall be subject to the approval of the mayor.
7 The expense of said department shall be charged to the
8 loans herein authorized.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
-2 ance by the city council of the city of Boston with the
3 approval of the mayor.




