
HOUSE No. 1615

House of Representatives, April 18, 1919.

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred
so much of the Governor’s address (Senate, No. 1) concern-
ing the “State Guard” as does not relate to an active or
reserve police, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee.

FREDERICK E. PIERCE

Cf)t Commontoealtb of spassacfmsetts!.



STATE GUARD. [Apr.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty-eight of
2 the General Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one and sub-
-4 stituting the following:-—Section 1. The commander-
-5 in-chief may raise by voluntary enlistment and organize
6 a state guard from citizens of the United States, being
7 inhabitants of this commonwealth, who are not under
8 eighteen years of age.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter one hundred
2 and forty-eight, as amended by section two of chapter

one hundred and eighty-eight of the General Acts of
4 nineteen hundred and eighteen, is hereby further amended
5 by inserting after the word “strength”, in the second
6 line, the words: —as the military council may from time
7 to time by order approve, for a period not exceeding one

8 year after the declaration of peace, and by striking

9 out the words “and enlisted for”, in the third line,—so
10 as to read as follows: Section 2. The state guard may
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11 be of such numerical strength, as the military council
12 may from time to time by order approve, for a period
13 not exceeding one year after the declaration of peace,
14 and shall be so organized, maintained, officered, armed
15 and equipped, or disbanded from, such service within the
16 commonwealth at any time and on such terms as the
17 commander-in-chief may from time to time by executive
IS order determine. When called for service the state guard
19 shall perform such duties as shall be prescribed by order
20 of the commander-in-chief and all members of the state
21 guard shall have and exercise throughout the common-
-22 wealth all the powers of constables, police officers and
23 watchmen, except the service of civil process. The
24 compensation of officers and men of the state guard,
25 when called by executive order for service and while on
26 such service, shall be fixed by the commander-in-chief,
27 and shall in no event exceed the compensation of officers
28 and men of the national guard of like grade. No officer
29 or man in the state guard shall be liable, either civilly or
30 criminally, for any injury to persons or property caused
31 by him or by his order while he is acting in obedience to
32 and in execution of orders- received by him from the
33 person or persons and in the manner prescribed by
34 sections twenty-five and twenty-six of chapter three hun-
-35 dred and twenty-seven of the General Acts of nineteen
36 hundred and seventeen, unless the act or order causing
37 the injury was manifestly beyond the scope of authority
38 of such officer or soldier.




