
HOUSE No. 1620

Executive Department, Boston, April 21, 1919.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
The soldiers who for many years constituted a majority

of the military forces of this Commonwealth and who are
the remaining organized units of our former National Guard,
will be shortly mustered out of service with the disbanding
of the Twenty-sixth Division. It would be very much to
the adi antage of the military life of our Commonwealth if
the names of the different units into which our National
Guard went could be preserved and their traditions handed
down. One of them was the first National Guard unit to
open fire with its batteries on the enemy in France. Another
was the first United States regiment to be decorated for
valor as a regiment in France. These are but examples.
These different units have their flags emblazoned with the
names of battlefields where they have been carried to victory.
Massachusetts ought to preserve these organizations for her
future military service.

At the present time it is entirely uncertain what provisions
will be made by the National Government. In this Com-
monwealth there is a State Guard organized to meet any
emergency that is likely to arise. Some of the officers and
men of the retiring Twenty-sixth Division have indicated
that they wish to continue in an unbroken line of succession
the traditions of the organization in which they have served
abroad. They feel so strongly that it is their patriotic duty
to do this that they are willing to enlist provisionally and
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advise others to take the same action, until such time as it
may be determined what the attitude of the National
Government and the military necessities of this Common-
wealth may require.

It is therefore recommended that for this temporary
purpose and that the Commonwealth may co-operate with
the patriotic desire of its soldiers, provisions be made for a
temporary organization to carry the old names over the
period of uncertainty until they can be organized into a
permanent body. For this purpose the immediate passage
of the bill herewith submitted is recommended as legislation
of the utmost urgency.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Reorganization of the Volunteer Militia.

EMERGENCY PREAMBLE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to defeat its purpose, which is to authorize without delay
3 the preliminary steps essential to the reorganization of
4 the volunteer militia, therefore the act is hereby declared
5 to be an emergency measure, necessary to the immediate
6 preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. For the purpose of recruiting the Massa-
-2 chusetts volunteer militia under chapter three hundred
3 and twenty-seven of the General Acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and seventeen and acts in amendment thereof the
5 commander-in-chief may appoint provisional officers for
6 such units as he may from time to time create by orders
7 in accordance with the above-named chapter and amend-
-8 ments thereof. Such provisional officers, subject to re-
-9 moval by the commander-in-chief and until their suc-

-10 cessors are elected or appointed as provided by the
11 constitution and statutes of the commonwealth, shall exer-
-12 cise the same military authority over their several com-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfte Commontocalth of S@assacl)Uoetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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mauds as specified by the statutes of Massachusetts for
duly chosen officers of the organized militia of the com-
monwealth.

Section 2. Such provisional officers may be appointed
before the enlisted personnel of the units to which they
are assigned are enlisted and mustered and may be desig-
nated as enlisting and mustering officers of the respective
units to which they are assigned.

Section 3. Enlisted men who have been honorably
discharged from the United States army, navy or marine
corps may be enlisted and mustered without physical
examination for the term of one year and the commander-
in-chief may prescribe in orders that commanding officers
may furlough the enlisted personnel of their respective
commands for such periods as the commander-in-chief
may determine in orders.

Section 4. The commander-in-chief may assign such
units as he may create to such armories as he may
designate.

Section 5. This act shall take effect on its passage.


