
HOUSE No. 1704

Executive Department, Boston, May 12, 1919

To the Honorable Senate and House of Revresentat

Herewith is transmitted a letter and bill received from the
Commission on Waterways and Public Lands. It appears
that permissive legislation should be passed in order to
legalize in the coming time of peace that which was done
under the pressure of war necessity.

It is therefore recommended that legislation substantially
in accord with the bill transmitted be enacted for this
purpose.

CALVIN COOLIDGE

Ot Commonlucaltli of njassiiclmsetts.
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Commission on Waterways and Public Landi
State House, Boston, May 12, 1919.

To His Excellency the Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State
House, Boston.

In connection with operations by the Federal Government
incident to carrying on the war, a temporary bridge was
constructed by the Navy Department connecting Dor-
chester with the new plant known as the Squantum Works
of the Fore River Shipbuilding Corporation at Squantum.
This structure is an unlicensed structure, and at the close of
the war would be liable to action by the Commonwealth as
an unlicensed structure.

In order that the situation may be placed in proper shape,
for such period after the war as shall allow the municipali-
ties interested in this project to make plans for permanent
improvement, both in connection with the bridge and the
highway connecting therewith, all parties have agreed that
this structure may very properly be licensed for a period of
five years from July 1, 1919.

The situation is brought to your attention, with a draft
of a bill which would seem to cover the legislation required,
in order that you may take such action in connection with
the same as seems to you desirable.

Respectfully, for the Commission

JOHN N. COLE

Cf)e Commontoealtl) oi agassactnisctts.

Chairman



HOUSE —No. 1704.1919.] 3

AN ACT
To authorize the Maintenance of a Temporary Bridge

built during the State of War, or the Construction of a
Permanent Bridge, over Neponset River in the Cities of
Boston and Quincy, and to cede Certain Land to the
United States.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The United States government is hereby

authorized to maintain for a period of five years from
3 July first, nineteen hundred and nineteen, the temporary
4 highway bridge, with a draw therein, built during the
5 state of war, over Neponset river between Commercial
6 Point in the city of Boston and Squantum in the city
7 of Quincy, or to build and maintain a permanent high-
-8 way bridge, with a draw therein, over said river, at or
9 near the site of said temporary bridge, in accordance
10 with plans filed with the commission on waterways and
11 public lands and subject to such terms and conditions
12 as said commission may prescribe.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of enabling the United
2 States of America to maintain said temporary bridge or

Cfje CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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to build and maintain said permanent bridge on or over
4 land beyond the line of riparian ownership covered by
5 navigable water the commonwealth hereby grants and
6 cedes to the United States jurisdiction over, and all
7 right and claim of the commonwealth to, such land
8 covered or occupied by said temporary bridge and it
9 appurtenances, or to such land which would be covered

10 or occupied by said permanent bridge and its appurte
11 nances: 'provided, that a copy of the plans, as provided
12 in section one of this act, 'shall be hied by the United
13 States in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth
14 within one year from the passage of this act; and pro-
-15 vided, always, that the commonwealth shall retain con-
-16 current jurisdiction with the United States in and over
17 said ceded land, so far as that all civil processes and
18 such criminal processes as may issue under the authority
19 of the commonwealth may be executed on said ceded
20 land and in any structure erected thereon, in the same
21 way and manner as though this cession had not been
22 made, and provided , further, that the title to, and the
23 exclusive jurisdiction over, said ceded land shall revert
24 to, and revest in, the commonwealth, whenever said
25 land ceases to be used by the United States for the
26 purposes herein mentioned.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


