
HOUSE No. 1774
Mr. Powers of Newton gives notice that he will move to substitute

this bill for the bill printed as House, No. 1760.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To provide Loans to Certain Residents of Massachusetts

who served in the Army and Navy of the United States
during the Present War.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose to provide prompt accommoda-
3 tion to Massachusetts men who are being discharged
4 from the military and naval forces of the LTiited States,
5 therefore this act is declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
7 convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For promoting the spirit of patriotism
2 and loyalty, in testimony of the gratitude of the common-
-3 wealth, and in recognition of the service of patriotism
4 of certain residents of Massachusetts who served in the
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5 army and navy of the United States during the German
6 war, there may be loaned out of the treasury of the
7 commonwealth to such residents certain amounts as
8 hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. Upon application, as hereinafter provided,
2 there shall be loaned out of the treasury of the common-
3 wealth, to each commissioned officer, enlisted man, field
4 clerk and army nurse duly recognized as such by the
5 war department, who was mustered into the federal
6 service and reported for active duty subsequent to Feb-
-7 ruary third, nineteen hundred and seventeen and prior
8 to November eleventh, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
9 and to each commissioned officer, warrant officer, en-

10 listed man and nurse, who enlisted or enrolled or was
11 mustered into the federal service and who had been
12 called and reported for active duty in the United States
13 Navy, United States Naval Reserve Forces, United
14 States [Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard, or
15 the National Naval Volunteers, subsequent to February
16 third, nineteen hundred and seventeen and prior to
17 November eleventh, nineteen hundred and eighteen, a
IS sum not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars, for which
19 he or she may apply, provided said person was a resident
20 of the commonwealth at the time of entry into service.
21 The loans shall be for such time, not exceeding four
22 years, as the applicant may desire, and shall be payable
23 on the due date at the office of the treasurer and re-
-24 ceiver general, with interest at the rate of 2 per cent
25 per annum.

1 Section 3. Applications shall be filed with the treas-
-2 urer and receiver general upon forms to be furnished by
3 him. To obtain the benefits of this act, applications
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4 must be so filed on or before November thirtieth, nineteen
5 hundred and nineteen, or in the case of an applicant
6 whose final discharge from service is received after the
7 date of passage of this act, then within six months of the
8 date of such discharge. The treasurer and receiver
9 general may accept the written statement of an assessor

10 of a city or town that a person applying for a loan under
11 the provisions of this act was a resident thereof on the
12 first day of April, nineteen hundred and seventeen, as
13 prima facie evidence of the fact of such residence, and he
14 may accept such other evidence of residence as he may
15 consider adequate. The assessors of the several cities
16 and towns shall, at the request of the treasurer and re-
-17 ceiver general, forthwith furnish such information relative
18 to such residence as their records may disclose.

1 Section 4. No person shall be eligible for any benefits
2 accruing under this act who (1) has received a dishonor-
-3 able discharge from the service of the United States, or
4 (2) has, at any time during the period of the war with
5 the German empire, sought to avoid service because of
6 conscientious objection thereto, or because of alienage,
7 or (3) who has been at any time guilty of any fraud or
8 wilful violation or evasion of the selective service act or
9 the rules and regulations of the war department in force

10 thereunder.

1 Section 5. The adjutant general of the common-
-2 wealth shall certify to the treasurer and receiver general
3 the dates of service and any other military information
4 necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

1 Section G. Whoever knowingly makes a false state-
-2 ment, oral or written, relating to a material fact in
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3 supporting an application for a loan under the provisions
4 of this act, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
5 one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more
6 than three years, or by both said fines and imprisonment.
7 Offences under this section may be prosecuted by the
8 attorney-general, or under his direction in any court
9 within the commonwealth, and all fines collected here-

to under shall be paid into the treasury of the common-
-11 wealth.

1 Section 7. The treasurer and receiver general shall
2 act upon all applications made hereunder, and may
3 expend for clerical assistance and for such other expenses
4 such sums as may be necessary in carrying out the pro-
-5 visions of this act, not exceeding the sums appropriated
6 by the general court for the purpose.

1 Section 8. For the purpose of meeting the expendi-
-2 tures authorized by this act the treasurer and receiver
3 general is hereby authorized, with the approval of the
4 governor and council, to issue bonds or notes from time
5 to time, as they are needed, to an amount not exceeding
G twenty million dollars, for a term not exceeding five

i shall be designated on the
[Military Service Loan, Act

7 years. Such bonds or note
8 face thereof Massachusetts
9 of 1919, shall be countersigned by the governor, and shall

10 be deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the com-
il monwealth; and the principal and interest thereof shall
12 be paid at the times specified on said bonds or notes in
13 gold coin of the United States, or its equivalent. Said
14 bonds or notes shall be disposed of in such manner as
15 shall be deemed best by the treasurer and receiver gen-
-16 eral, who shall, when issuing any of said bonds or notes,
17 provide for the payment of the same in the manner
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18 prescribed by chapter three of the acts of the year
19 nineteen hundred and twelve. The amount necessary
20 to pay the principal of said loan as it matures, and the
21 interest as it accrues, shall be raised by the assessment of
22 a civilian war poll tax sufficient to provide not less than
23 one half of such amount, and the balance of such amount
24 shall be raised by the imposition and levy of such as-
-25 sessments, rates and taxes, and of such duties and excises
26 as the general court may hereafter deem just and ex-
-27 pedient and may by law provide, but no tax for the pur-
-28 poses of this act shall be levied during the current year.
29 All tax bills for the collection of taxes imposed to meet
30 the amount of said principal and interest shall show on
31 the face thereof that said taxes are imposed for the pur-
-32 pose of raising funds to provide for the payment of loans
33 to the soldiers and sailors of Massachusetts who served
34 in the war with the German Empire. The tax commis-
-35 sioner shall have authority to make suitable regulations
36 for enforcing this provision.




